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Abstract

The selected research topic “Papal Eastern policy and Georgia-Rome ecumenical and
diplomatic relations in the 30s of the 13® and 14® centuries” is certainly relevant. The reason
for this is the practical importance of profound and extremely objective conclusions
concerning the phenomenon of former Uniatism in the contemporary dialogue between Roman
Catholic and Georgian Orthodox Churches. In the aforesaid period the policy of the Holy See
was completely determined by two important factors: return of the Holy Land and achieving
Uniatism between the Western Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches. Against this
background, Georgia found itselfin the scope of papal attention. Our relations had been
strengthening since the thirties and fourties of the thirteenth century. This is the period when
Georgia fell beneath the Mongol yoke and expected aid from the West.

Thus, our thesis aims o study Georgia—Holy See ecumenical and diplomatic relations within
the context of the papal Eastern policy in the 30s of the 13% and 14% centuries. The main
purpose of the paper is to answer the following questions:

1. How important was the role of the papacy as an institution in formulation of the Eastern
policy of Western countries;

2. What was therole of Catholic teaching on papal primacy in
the formulation of the Uniate Ideology and how did Georgian secular and religious authorities
use its recognition for diplomatic purposes.

3. We aim to show how the Catholic model of Uniatism was developing in the context
of Georgia—Holy See relations and how the Georgian side was manoeuvring diplomatically the
problem of Church union.

4. We aim to prove that pontifical missionaries were sent to Georgia not for establishing the
Catholic Church, but for strengthening faith in the fight against external enemies that was in

the interests of Georgian secular and ecclesiastical authorities.



5. It is proven that the Georgian Orthodox Church split from the Roman Catholic Church
neither in 1230 nor in 1240, but in the thirties of the fourteenth century that was officially
confirmed at the Council of Ferrara-Florence.

In conformity with the aims and objectives of the paper, historical systematic approach will
be applied in the study. Structural functional analysis that ensures competent research can also
be considered as an analysis by the latter approach. Furthermore, comparative-historical and

critical-analytical methods will also be applied. Thus partiality will be avoided.
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