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rozeta gujejiani 

 

religiuri viTarebis transformaciis  

procesi svaneTSi gviani Suasaukuneebidan 

dRemde (termini `pap~/`bap~) 

 
cnobilia, rom svaneTSi kargad ganviTarebuli qris-

tianuli kultura arsebobda. eparqiulad, Cvenamde moR-

weuli wyaroebis mixedviT, svaneTi or nawilad iyofoda, 

balsqvemo nawili caiSels ekuTvnoda, balszemo da qvemo 

svaneTi cagerel episkoposs. amave dros, svaneTis saisto-

rio dokumentebSi araerTgzis ixsenieba adgilobrivi ma-

Rali ieraqriis sasuliero piris saxeloc – setieli qo-

repiskoposi. is uSualod mestiis Temis SuagulSi arse-

bul setSi moRvaweobda. 

mas Semdeg, rac saqarTvelo samefo-samTavroebad 

daiSala, svaneTi garkveuli periodi imereTis samefoSi 

Sedioda, Semdeg ki TandaTanobiT damoukidebel samTav-

rod Camoyalibda. am droidanve, anu, gviani Suasaukunee-

bis dasawyisidan, svaneTis religiuri viTareba mkveTrad 

Seicvala. 
saqarTvelos sxvadasxva politikur erTeulad da-

qucmacebis Semdeg, gansakuTrebiT ki XVII-XVIII saukune-

ebSi axali formebi iqmneba svaneTis yofiT yoveldRiu-

robaSic, rac ganapiroba saqarTvelos zogadma viTarebam. 

svaneTi, garda imisa, rom adgilobrivi mosaxleoba 

qmnida did qarTul erovnul kulturas, sxva gansakuTre-

bul funqciasac asrulebda: `daiwyo Tu ara saqarTve-

los politikuri warumatebloba, maSinve aSkarad gamo-

ikveTa mTis TavdacviTi funqcia... xvarazmelebTan gan-

cdili marcxis Semdeg saqarTvelos mTam kvlav daibru-
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na safaris Zveli funqcia... svaneTis mxare Cveni qveynis 
erT-erTi saimedo zurgi da TavSesafari iyo iq mcxov-

rebi Tavisufali molaSqreebiT~ (stefnaZe 1983, 49-50). 

Tamaz beraZis dakvirvebiT, `Suafeodalur xanaSi 
svan warCinebulTa ekonomiuri siZliere nawilobriv 
barze iyo damokidebuli, sadac misi warmomadgenlebi 
mefis samsaxurSi iqnevdnen xmals da gasamrjelod barSi 
yma-mamuls an kidev fuls iRebdnen. amitom Cvens qveya-

naSi monRolTa gabatonebam svanTa warCinebuli wodebis 
qonebriv mdgomareobaze uaryofiTad imoqmeda. Sewyda 
qarTvelTa warmatebuli laSqrobani mezobel qveynebSi, 
ramac saqarTvelos yvela kuTxis feodalTa Semosavali 
mniSvnelovnad Seamcira. daviT narinma specialuri ga-

mosaRebi `sasvanoc~ ki daawesa, raTa svan warCinebul-

TaTvis amgvari danaklisi nawilobriv mainc Seevso~ (be-
raZe 1983, 29). 

 mas Semdeg rac svaneTi gamoeyo imereTis samefosac, 

svani aristokratebi, romlebic didad dafasebulni iy-

vnen samefo karze, maTi mxedruli niWis gamo, ukve ver 

iRebdnen xelfassa Tu wyalobis saxiT barad miwa-wyalsa 
da sxva saxis jildoebs mefeebisagan da dRiTidRe mcir-

deboda maTi Semosavali da knindeboda socialuri sta-

tusi. 

bunebrivia, rom mciremiwiani svaneTi, centraluri 

xelisuflebis dauxmareblad, ver uzrunvelyofda feo-

daluri saxlebis arsebobas, amitom balszemo nawilSi 
TandaTanobiT nominalur saxesRa inarCunebs aristok-

ratTa Zalaufleba da Zlierdeba Tavisufal meTemeTa 

socialuri statusi da funqcia. paralelurad ki mniSvne-
lovani datvirTavas iZens xalxuri TviTmmarTvelobis 

formebi. savaraudod, am droidan Cndeba dokumentebSi 
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`erTobili svaneTis Ãevis~ is socialuri niSnebi, rac Sem-

dgomi saukuneebis saistorio Zeglebidanac ikiTxeba. `er-

Tobili svaneTis ÃevSi~ samefo xelisuflebis gavlenis 
mospobam Zalze uaryofiTad imoqmeda aq mosaxle azna-

urTa (`vargTa~) socialur statusze. maTze damokide-

bul komlTa valdebulebaTa umetesoba TandaTanobiT 
fiqciad gadaiqca. faqtiurad, XVIII s-Si Zveli erTobi-

li svaneTis Ãevi `ubatono~ Temebis krebulad gadaiq-

ca~ (beraZe 1983, 30). 
gansxvavebuli viTareba Seiqmna balsqvemo svaneTsa 

da qvemo svaneTSi, sadac aristokratiam (ruCegianebi/riC-

gvianebi, dadeSqelianebi, gelovanebi, gardafxaZeebi...) Za-
laufleba SeinarCuna da am mxareebSi ruseTis mier gata-

rebul saglexo reformamde batonymuri urTierTobebi 

arsebobda. 

svaneTis samive mxaris sulier da kulturul-sagna-

manaTleblo cxovrebasac regresi daetyo: aRar arsebo-

ben umniSvnelovanesi instituciebi da saxeloebi – setis 

qorepiskoposi/setieli, caiSisa da cagerelis saepisko-

posoebi. baridan svaneTSi ukve ar igzavnebian swavluli 

sasuliero pirebi, eklesiebs Semoaklda wmida liturgi-

kisaTvis saWiro inventari da a. S. am problemis Sesaxeb 

jer kidev 1665 wels wers antioqiis patriarqi makari 

(1636-1672 ww.). 

makarios III antioqiis patriarqi iyo 1647 wlidan 

1672 wlamde da man ruseTSi mogzurobis dros orjer Se-

moiara saqarTveloSi (1664-66 da 1669 wlebSi). mis Txzu-

lebaSi daculia metad sayuradRebo informacia im dro-

indeli dasavleT saqarTvelosa da maT Soris svaneTis Se-

saxebac: `Cven gveaxla svanTa tomis winamZRoli. es iyo 
110 wlis moxuci. mas axlda didi jamaaTi. roca naxa Cve-
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ni wirva-locva da Cveni qadageba moismina, gaocda. igi 
da mTeli misi jamaaTi moinaTla, gvTxova, wavyolodiT 
mis qveyanaSi sxva TanatomelTa mosanaTlavad. esaa ric-

xvmravali tomi, romelic dRemde qarTvelebs emorCi-

leba. svanebs ori episkoposi hyavT, romlebic qarTvel-

Ta qveyanaSi cxovroben da mxolod saxeli aqvT aqauri 
samwysos mRvdelmTavrebisa. es episkoposebi sul ar mi-

dian svanebTan da ar moZRvraven maT. esenia cagereli 
episkoposi da caSieli episkoposi. cagerelma episko-

posma gvauwya, rom mis samwysoSi – moxsenebul svanTa 
qveyanaSi – 60-ze meti sofeli Sedis. yvelaze patara so-

felSi 600 komli da ufro meticaa, maT TormetiaTasi 
meomris gamoyvana SeuZliaT. svanTa umetesoba unaTla-

via imis gamo, rom aravin hyavT, vinc damoZRvravda. am 
episkoposma isic miTxra, rom mTeli sicocxlis ganmav-

lobaSi arasodes vyofilvar svanebTan, isini mxolod 
saxeliT arian qristianebio. aseve mxolod saxeliT iT-

vleba svanTa episkoposad caiSelic... Cven ver SevZeliT 
maTTan wavsuliyaviT, raTa dagvemoZRvra, mogvenaTla 
da sjuli gveswavlebina~ (makari antioqieli 1982, 110).  

makari antioqielis teqstSi saubaria caiSelisa da 

cagerelis saxeloebze, romlebic im droisaTvis ukve ve-
Rar agzavnidnen svaneTSi wignier sasuliero pirebs da es 
kuTxe permanentuli kanonikuri swavlebisa Tu religiu-

ri atributikis mZafr deficits ganicdida. 
svaneTis `erTobili Ãevi~ xangrZlivi drois manZil-

ze (XVI-XVIII saukuneebi) umklavdeboda erTiani saqar-

Tvelos daSlis umZimes Sedegebs. mTeli am xnis ganmavlo-

baSi adgilobrivi mosaxleoba jer kidev inarCunebda tra-

diciul saero da sasuliero marTlwesrigs, cxadia, 
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transformirebuli saxiT, religiurs ki – paganizebuli 

formiT.  

amave dros, svaneTs sakuTari Tavis amara uwevda 

CrdilokavkasielTa SemosevebTan gamklaveba, xeobisa da 

ojaxis dacva, ramac rogorc yofiT cxovrebaSi, aseve 
xalxuri arqiteqturis TvalsazrisiTac garkveuli nova-

ciebi warmoqmna: socialuri kavSirebi Tavdacvisa da ga-

darCenis saSualebad iqna moazrebuli – Tavdacvis saWi-
roeba qmnida TavdacviTi koSkebis agebis aucileblobas 

da sxv.  
moiSala barTan damakavSirebeli tradiciuli savaW-

ro-ekonomikuri urTierTobani. komunikacia imereTTan, 
samegrelosTan da afxazeTTan individualuri saxisa gax-

da. ekonomikuri cirkulaciis Seferxebam karCaketili, 

naturaluri meurneoba Camoayaliba, rac gauyofel (did) 

ojaxTa ricxvis zrdasac ganapirobebda. 

cxadia, rom amgvar mZime viTarebaSi mosaxleobas un-

da moeZebna gadarCenis gzebi da aseTad maT miiCnies `ek-

lesiis~ rolis gaZliereba, rac iqca tradiciuli mar-

Tlwesrigis SenarCunebis mTavar meqanizmad. 

savaraudod, swored am periodidan moyolebuli, ek-

lesia-monasterTa mcvelebad ukve gevvlineba uSualod 

mTeli Temi. adgilobrivni qmnian eklesiis marTvisa da 

dacvis xalxur formas da saguldagulod uvlian jvar-

xatsac, sxva saxis saganZursac, saxato miwebsac da tyesac 

(gujejiani 2008). am mizniT iqmneba mTeli socialuri in-

stituti: mRvdeli, an xalxuri `mRvdeli~, `mokil~ – ekle-

siis gasaRebis mflobelad SerCeul pirTa jgufi, mTeli 

Temi. am naSromSi vimsjelebT mxolos mRvdlis (svanurad, 

`pap~/`bap~) xalxuri instituciis Sesaxeb. 

ra igulisxmeba termin `eklesiis~ qveS am droidan? 
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cnobilia, Suasaukuneebis svaneTis sazogadoebis yo-

fiT yoveldRiurobaSi umniSvnelovanes rols eklesia as-

rulebda. qveynis erTianobis daSlis Semdeg ki eklesiis, 

rogorc aseTis, sulieri da socialuri funqcia kidev 

ufro gaizarda: is moiazreboda TviTgadarCenisa da tra-

diciuli marTlwesrigis SenarCunebis, anu, yofis momwes-

rigebel meqanizmad. ese igi, am droidan `eklesiis~ fun-

qciaa ara mxolod sulieri cxovrebis warmarTva, aramed 
is qceulia erovnuli samarTlisa da tradiciuli mar-

Tlwesrigis arsebobis mTavar dasayrden Zalad. es proce-

si TvalsaCinodaa warmodgenili svaneTis saistorio do-

kumentebSi (wyaro: silogava 1986).  

 sayuradReboa erTi garemoebac: rogorc ukve iTqva, 
gviani Sua saukuneebis svaneTis eklesiebSi TiTqmis aRar 

arian swavluli da nakurTxi mRvdlebi. maT nacvlad 

mRvdlobas Singanswavluli, ZiriTadad, memkvidreobiTi 

gziT miRebuli codniT – mamisagan SvilisaTvis codnis 

gadacemiT – movlenili pirebi sweven, romelTac, aseve, 

`pap~/`bap~ SeerqvaT, rogorc manamdec ewodeboda 

mRvdels svaneTSi. `pap~/`bap~ mRvdlis mniSvnelobiT, sava-

raudod, adreqristianuli xanidan damkvidrda ucxouris 

gavleniT. Tumca termin `papas~ qarTuli enobrivi samya-

ro winapris mniSvnelobiTac icnobs.  

arsebobda gamonaklisebic, gadmocemebiT cnobilia 

ramdenime `papis~/`bapis~ istoria, romelTac mouxerxebi-

aT gelaTSi codnis SeZena da miuRiaT mRvdlad kurTxevis 

pativic. swavlul da nakurTx mRvdelTagan gansxvavebul, 

am axali wesiT `dadgenil~ `mRvdlebs~, rasakvirvelia, 

bevrad mcire codna hqondaT Teologiisa, vidre winamor-

bed sasuliero pirebs, Tumca gamouvali viTarebisa gamo, 
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sazogadoebam cno maTi erTgvari legitimuroba da maT 

mimarTac Camoyalibda mowiwebisa da ndobis gancda. 

svaneTis eklsia-monasterTa dacvisa da RvTismsaxu-

rebis xalxuri formebis Sesaxeb Cvens dromde moRweuli 

yvelaze Zveli aRweriloba rus moxeles, arqeologsa da 

numizmats, peterburgis akademiis wevr-korespondents, 

general-leitenant ivane barTolomeis (1813-1870 ww.) 

ekuTvnis. cnobilia, rom i. barTolomeim 1853 wlis ivlis-

Si imogzaura balszemo svaneTSi. rasakvirvelia, misi mog-

zauroba ruseTis imperiis miznebs emsaxureboda – zemo 
savneTis viTarebis Seswavlas am mxaris sabolood dap-

yrobis momzadebisaTvis (Бартоломей, 1855, 150). i. barTo-

lomei am sakiTxze vrclad mogviTxrobs kalis wmida kvir-

kes monastris aRwerisas. misi dakvirvebiT, kalelebi sa-
guldagulod icavdnen taZars da iqaurobas dRe da Ram 

yaraulobdnen SeiaraRebuli mcvelebi, RvTismsaxurebas 

ki sasuliero pirTa STamomavlebi, e. w. dekanozebi asru-

lebdnen (Бартоломей, 1855, 161-162). 
 barTolomeis aRwerilobiT, eklesiis galavanTan 

maT Svidi `dekanozi~ – kalis Temis Svidi soflidan Sehge-

bebia, romlebic iyvneno STamomavlebi Zveli nakurTxi 

mRvdlebisao (Бартоломей, 1855, 162). i. barTolomei uaR-

resad negatiurad saubrobs am pirovnebebze, rac, zoga-

dad, damaxasiaTebelia rusi mkvlevar-mogzaurebis nawi-

lisa da moxeleebisaTvis, isini umravles SemTxvevaSi ten-

denciurni arian qarTvel mTielTa aRwerisas.  

i. barTolomeis aRwerilobaSi naxsenebi termini `de-

kanozi~, rac saeklesio ierarqis saxelwodebaa, ucnobia 

svaneTis xalxuri religiuri sistemisaTvis, mas mxolod 

saeklesio wiaRSi icnoben svanebi. Tumca, `dekanozi~ aR-

mosavleT saqarTvelos mTielTa yofisaTvis nacnobi 
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terminia xalxur yofaSic. savaraudoa, rom es sityva i. 
barTolomeim aRmosavleT qarTvel mTielTa yofidan ai-
Ro da meqanikurad miusadaga svaneTis xalxur saritualo 

praqtikas. svaneTis sinamdvileSi, rogorc ukve iTqva, am-

gvar `saeklesio msaxurT~ namdvili mRvdlis msgavsad, 

`pap~/`bap~ hqvia da am instituciis Sesaxeb vrclad qvemoT 

vimsjelebT. 

i. barTolomeis monaTxrobiT: `dekanozebma~ miqela-

Zes da barTolomeis gauRes wmida kvirikes eklesiis kari, 

daaTvalierebines siwmindeebi, `eklesia nagebia uxeSad 
Tlili qviT da SemozRudulia naxevrad dangreuli qvis 
kbilovani galavniT. eklesiis garSemo momcro zomis 
qvis keliebia, sadac odesRac cxovrobdnen monazvnebi 
axla ki morigeobiT Cerdebian dekanozebi, mcvelni ek-

lesiisa. eklesiaSi Sesvlamde momTxoves xel-piris da-

bana spilenZis suridan, romelic adre naTlobisaTvis 
gamoiyeneboda axla ki dgas karebTan momsvlelTa xel-
piris dasabanad. Sevasrule es moTxovna/rituali da Se-

vediT momcro satrapezoSi, romelic ekvris eklesias 
samxreTidan, saidanac Sedis erTaderTi kari eklesiaSi. 
SesvlisTanave gamakvirva satrapezos usufTaobam. Sua-

Si moCanda koconis ferfli da kedlebze iyo Sewiruli 
rqebi. aq amzadeben dekanozebi sakvebs, wvaven mwvads da 
keriis qvebze acxoben purs. kvamli aRwevs eklesiaSic. 
viTxove, rom gaeRoT eklesiis karic da axla daiwyo 
grZeli ceremonia dekanozebs Soris. maT daiwyes gasa-

Rebis miwodeba erTmaneTisaTvis, radgan uRirsad miiC-

nevdnen Tavs amgvar siwmindesTan miaxlebisaTvis. gar-

kveuli xnis Semdeg kari gaaRes da amasobaSi lamis 
mtverma dagvaxrCo. sibnelisa da mtvris gamo gamiWirda 
sagnebis garCeva da sanTlis anTebis Semdeg davinaxe, 
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rom eklesia Zliv-ZlivobiT daitevda 50-mde kacs~ 
(Бартоломей 1855, 165). 

1910 wels igive eklrsiis/monastris ganZeuli da 
epigrafikuli masala dawvrilebiT aRnusxa eqvTime Taya-

iSvilma. am eqspediciis Sedegebi dRemde umniSvnelovane-

sia svaneTis kulturis kvlevis saqmeSi (TayaiSvili 1991). 
TviT am did moRvawesac ki rTuli winaswari samuSaoebi 

Cautarebia, raTa kalelebs eklesiis karebi gaeRoT da 
siwmideebis aRwerisa da fotogadaRebis ufleba miecaT 

mecnierisaTvis: `besarion niJaraZis rCeviT, windawin pa-

pebs vacnobeT, kalis eklesiis molocva gvinda da mTels 
sazogadoebas vpatiJobT nadimzeo. amisTvis fuli ga-

vugzavneT da vsTxoveT maragi daeWiraT: daemzadebinaT 
arayi, puri, eyidaT cxvrebi, CamoesxaT Taflis sanTle-

bi da sxva, rac saWiro iyo. magram wina dRiT, roca ka-

lasken vbrundebodiT, saSineli avdari dadga, didi wvi-

ma daiwyo, wvimaSi Tovlsac urevda. Cven imedi dagvekar-

ga Cveni wadilis ganxorcielebisa, magram sabednierod, 
meore dRes mSvenieri mziani dRe gaTenda. man gviSvela. 
es imis niSani iyo, rom xatebi Cvenze ar javrobden. adre 
diliT ukve eklesiaze avediT cxenebiT. papebi, mcvelebi 
da nawili xalxisa iq dagvxvda. saklavi cxvrebi moeyva-

naT. xalxmac daiwyo modena. papebma cxvrebs anTebuli 
sanTlebi miakres, daiCoqes mTel xalxTan da CvenTan 
erTad da iwyes svanurad locva... rodesac locva gaa-

Taves, cxvrebi waiyvanes dasaklavad da sadilis marags 
Seudgen. Cven ezoSi fotografiuli aparati movawyveT 
da papebs vsTxoveT xatebi CamoeRoT kedlebidan da moe-

wodebinaT, magram maT ganacxades, rom xatebs xels ver 
axleben SiSiT. iZulebuli Seviqeni me TviTon CamomeRo 
kedlebidan da Taroebidan xatebi. daxmarebas miwevda 
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erTi svani diakoni, romelic imereTSi namyofi iyo da 
saimisod xatis xelis Sexebas ar SiSobda. gaSinjvis da 
aweris Semdeg me xats vaZlevdi besarion niJaraZes, mas 
mihqonda ezoSi aparatTan da ermakovi iRebda suraTebs. 
magram xalxi gund-gundad modioda da yovelTvis gan-

gaSs astexda xolme, viRupebiT, es ra aris Cvens Tavze, 
rac eklesia gaSenebula, xatebi aravis gamoutania ga-

red, exla amogviwydeba col-Svili da sxva. besarioni da 
ivane niJaraZe amSvidebdnen xalxs... es garemoeba, rasak-

virvelia, xels gviSlida da amiT aixsneba, zogierTi Ce-

mi miwodebuli xati ermakovs gadauRebeli darCa... roca 
xalxis dena Sewyda, yvela damSvidda, wineTac marto la-

paraki da gangaSi iyo, Torem udierad aravin mogvpyro-

bia... bolos gavaxsnevineT rkiniT SeWedili zanduki, 
romelic Cvens win aravis enaxa, Sig, sxvaTa Soris, aRmoC-

nda xelnaweri tyavis wigni, ierusalimis didi kanoni, 
WurWlebi da mravali wvrilmani nivTebi. esenic gadavi-

ReT... naSuadRevis xuTs saaTze muSaoba davamTavreT da 
nadims SevudeqiT~ (TayaiSvili 1991, 205-207). 

permanentuli kanonikuri swavlebis da religiuri 
atributikis mZafri deficitis Sedegad svaneTis yofaSi 
gaCnda garkveuli novaciebi da TandaTanobiT liturgi-

kuli praqtikam xalxuri elferi SeiZina. am problemis 
kvlevas SesaniSnavi werili miuZRvna cnobilma eTnograf-

ma da erovnulma moRvawem dekanozma ivane margianma. is 

aRwers xalxuri `papobis~ formirebis istorias, am pirTa 
rols svaneTis sazogadoebis sulier da socialur yofa-

Si, mogviTxrobs iseT konkretul detalebs, rac sxvagan 
aRwerili ar aris 

dekanoz ioane margianis mier aRwerili istoria xal-

xuri `papobis~ Camoyalibebisa da maTi iersaxisa: `namdvi-
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li moZRvrebi sad iyvnen da maTi adgili daiWires `pa-

pebma~, anu `bapebma~ erT dros Tavisufali svaneTi cage-

rel episkoposs eqvemdebareboda xolo sadadeSqeliano 
svaneTi `caiSs~, romelnic ugzavnidnen maT (svaneTs) na-

kurTxs mRvdlebs, magram Semdeg es damokidebuleba 
TandaTan moispo. es damokiduleba amgvari iyo. papebs 
yovelTvisa hyavdaT Segirdebi (`dikvnar~), romlebsac 
aswavlidnen saRmrTo werils da sxva samsaxursa. rode-

sac papa moxucdeboda da Segirdic gaiwvTneboda, am 
ukanasknels agzavnida episkoposTan cagers an caiSs, 
romlic xeldasmuls abrunebda svaneTSi. ZRvnad mihyav-

daT xari, romlsac kurTxevis dRes hklavdnen da miiw-

vevdnen eposkoposs krebuliTurT. zemoTa vsTqviT, 
rom SemdegSi eg damokidebuleba Tan-da-Tan moispo-
meTqi. moispo amgvarad, rom papebma TiTon miiTvises 
kurTxevis ufleba, Tavisi SexedulebiT xels asxamdnen 
`diakvnebs~ papebad da eklesiasac TavisiT ganagebdnen. 
amitom advili warmosadgenia da arcaa gasakvirveli, Tu 
TviTo sofelSi maTi ricxvi 10-15-de adioda. `bap~ (zeda 
xevSi, anu Tavisufal svnaeTSi) xolo `pap~ -a (qveda xev-

Si) ise icvamda, rogorc sxva svani: Tavzed nabdis wveti-

ani qudi, an fafanaki exura, tanzed ecva WuWyiani Sinau-

ri xelobis tilos msxvili perangi; romlis sayelo ka-

nafis msxvili ZafiT ikvreboda, zed Sinauri xelobisve 
msxvili matylis Coxa merme imisve Sarvali (Sarobar) da 
paiWebi, fexzed mrgvali qalamnebi bawriT SemoWirebu-

li, welzed ertya dauzeleli tyvis sartyeli, amasac 
modido adgilobrivi xelobis uSno xanjali amZimebda. 
beWzed kaJis Tofi `yirimi~, an `stamboli~ ekida. yvela 
es gamoucnoblada xdida paps ubralo svanisgan. sxva 
xnavda papaca xnavda, sxva omobda, papac omobda da win 
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uZRvoda laSqarsa. magram amave dros is kidec 
mRvdlobda Tu SeiZleb ase iTqvas... masSi Tqven naxav-

diT igeT Zalas, romlic xalxs pativiscemas da siyva-

ruls agrZnobinebda. ai am `papebma~ daicves svaneTSi 
qristianoba mospobisagan da xeli SeuSales svaneTSi 
mahmadianobis gamefebas, gamostaces xelidan mahmadia-

nebs wm.Zvirfasi xatebi da nivTni, romleTac exla Tval 
wina vspobT. amiT xalxs daufasebeli samsaxuri gauwies. 
papebis yofa-cxovrebaSi bevri rame Rirs SesaniSnavia, 
metadre sainteresoa wirva-locvis, naTvlis, gvirgvi-

nis kurTxevisa da sxva saidumloebis wes-rigi da maTi 
aRsruleba~ (margiani 1911, nom.26-28). 

ivane margians detalurad aqvs aRwerili RvTismsa-

xurebis xalxuri praqtikis niuansebic ki: `ras xmarob-

dnen papebi sefiskverad, zedaSed da samkaulad? papebs 
sefiskverisaTvis beWedi ar hqondaT, beWdis magierad 
gamocxobamde sefiskvers jvaris saxes gaukeTebdnen da 
SuaSi marilis kvnits Casdebdnen. zedaSed arays, rangs 
(Taflisagan keTdeba) da wyalsa xmarobdnen. Zvelad, na-

kurTx mRvdlebisagan datovebuls mirons papebi yovel-

wlobiT zeTs umatebdnen da imasa xmarobdnen mironad~ 

(margiani 1911, 26-28). rogorc vxedavT, metad savalalo 

suraTi ixateba. aSkaraa, rom sarwmunoebrivi cxovrebis 
wyurviliT da moSlili tradiciuli cxovrebis wesis aR-

dgenis surviliT aRsavse qarTveli mTieli am formiT 
cdilobs religiuri atributikis simwiriT warmoqmnili 

deficitis Sevsebas. 

mas Semdeg, rac svaneTic daipyro ruseTis imperiam da 

iqaurobac sinodialuri mmarTvelobis arealSi moeqca, xe-
lisuflebam TandaTanobiT yvela sofelSi ganamwesa 

mRvdlebi. eTnografiuli masla avlens, rom axlad dadgine-

buli sasuliero pirebis mimarT adgilobriviTa damokide-
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buleba Tavidan negatiuri iyo, magram male axalma mRvdleb-

mac moipoves svanTa ndoba. zogan mRvdlebi xSirad Zvel, e. 

w. xalxur `mRvdlebTan~ erToblivadac moRvaweobdnen.  
friad sagulismoa wmida polievqtos karbelaSvilis 

mier 1903 wels uSgulis TemSi aRwerili erTi faqti: `aq 
murkmelis wm. barbares saydris ezoSi gamogvecnaura 
odesme papad namyofi 85 w. moxuci giorgi Carqseliani. 
misma sasiamovno naxvam momagona qarTl-kaxeTSi Cveni 
Zveli xeljoxiani diakvnebi, TeTri Tmis nanaviT ukan, 
welSi moxrilni, welzed prtyeli tyavis qamriT, moyom-

ralo CoxaSi TeTr gulis pira perangiT da dimikitonis 
axaluxSi gadmowyobilni fexzed Savi paWiWebiT da Cus-

tebiT, maRali buxris qudiT. giorgi papi Turme ramden-

jerac swiravda Tavis papobaSi, imdens aWdevda am jox-

zed, agreTve aWdevda saydris sakurTxevelSi kankel-

zed, rogorc mTel svaneTSi Cveulebad hqoniaT Zvelis 
Zveladgan. marTlac, sadac-ki sakurTxevelSi SevediT 
kankelis zurgi yvelgan aWrelebuli iyo WdeebiT. Cven 
didis pativiscemiT mivesalmeT moxucs papis da vTxo-

veT yovelTvis elocna CvenTvisac. didaT iamaT iq dam-

swre svanebs, Cven rom ase pativiscemiT mivegebeT mo-

xucsa~ (karbelaSvili 1903, nom. 222). 

amrigad, gviani Sua saukuneebis ganmavlobaSi, XIX sa-

ukunis meore naxevramde, ruseTis mier svaneTis dapyro-

bamde, am nakurTx an e.w. xalxur `mRvdlebTan~ erTad ek-

lesiis mcvelebad gvevlineba nakurTxi sasuliero piri, 

an xalxuri `mRvdeli~ (papa/bap), agreTve, mTeli Temi (so-

felTa jgufebi), ama Tu im eklesiis mrevli. yoveli Temi 

cxovrebis, samarTlis formebisa da saerTod nebismieri 

saxis problemis mogvarebisaTvis eklesias, rogorc sak-

ralur da socialur centrs, mimarTavda. gagrZelda sa-
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marTlebrivi Sinaarsis dokumentebis Sedgenis tradici-

ac. saWirboroto problemebis samarTlebrivi `ganaCeni~ 

kanonis saxes iZenda dokumentis Sedgenis Sedegad. doku-

ments ki axlda ama Tu im konkretuli eklesiis `damowme-

ba~ (silogava 1986). 
saqarTvelos gaTavisuflebis Semdeg svaneTSi ganam-

weses mRvdlebi, Seiqmna mestiisa da zemo svaneTis eparqia, 

qvemo svaneTi moeqca cagerisa da lentexis eparqiaSi. aR-

dga qarTuli RvTismsaxureba, daarsda monastrebi, gimna-

ziebi. termini `pap~/`bap~, cxadia, axlac gamoiyeneba svanu-

ri metyvelebis dros da axla ukve isev Tavisi pirvandeli 

mniSvnelobiT – saqarTvelos samociqulo eklesiis mier 

nakurTxi da ganwesebuli mRvdlebis aRsaniSnavad. 
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Rozeta Gujejiani 
 

The process of transformation of the religious situation in 
Svaneti from the late Middle Ages to the present day  

(the term "Pap"/"Bap") 
 

A well-developed Christian culture is characteristic of Svaneti. 
According to the sources that have been maintained until nowadays, 
Svaneti was divided into two dioceses: Balskvemo part belonged to 
Tsaishi Episcopate, Balszemo and Kvemo Svaneti belonged to the 
Tsageri Episcopate. At the same time, in the historical documents of 
Svaneti, the name of a local high-ranking clergyman – Chorbishop of 
Seti – is mentioned many times. He was residing in the middle of 
Mestia community in Seti. 

After Georgia was divided into principalities, Svaneti was 
included into the kingdom of Imereti for some time, and then it 
gradually became an independent principality. From this time, i.e. 
from the beginning of the late Middle Ages, the religious situation of 
Svaneti changed dramatically, as well as the new forms were 
developed in Svaneti's everyday life. The spiritual and cultural-
educational life of all three parts of Svaneti also experienced a 
regression: the most important institutions and dioceses were no 
longer existing – the Chorbishop of Seti, the Episcopates of Tsaishi 
and Tsageri. Educated clerics were no longer being sent from 
lowlands to Svaneti, the churches lacked the equipment needed for 
the holy liturgy, etc. 

Gradually, instead of normatively educated and consecrated 
priests, the priesthood was replaced by the people educated at home, 
mainly with the knowledge acquired in a hereditary way – by passing 
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knowledge from father to son – they were also called "Pap"/"Bap", 
according to the name used in Svaneti to name the priest. 
"Pap"/"Bap" with the meaning of priest was probably established 
from the pre-Christian era due to foreign influence. However, the 
Georgian language also knows the term "Papa" in the meaning of 
ancestor. 

During the late Middle Ages, until the second half of the 19th 
century, before the conquest of Svaneti by Russia, together with this 
blessed or so-called ~folk” priests, the whole community (groups of 

villages), parishioners of one or another church appear as guardians 
of the church. Every community was applying to the church as a 
sacred and social center to solve all kind of problems, to precede the 
law and etc.. The tradition of drafting documents of legal content 
also has been continued. 

After the Russian Empire conquest of Svaneti the synodical rule 
has been launched, the authorities gradually appointed priests in all 
villages. The ethnographic material reveals that the attitude of the 
locals towards the newly established clergy was initially negative, 
but soon the new priests gained the trust of the Svans. In some 
places, priests often cooperated with the old, so-called ~folk priests”.  

After the liberation of Georgia, priests were ordained in Svaneti, 
the Episcopates of Mestia and Zemo Svaneti were created, Kvemo 
Svaneti was included in the Episcopate of Tsageri and Lentekhi. The 
Georgian religious services were restored, monasteries and 
gymnasiums were established. The term "Pap"/"Bap" is obviously 
still used in the Svan language and now again in its original meaning 
– to denote the priests consecrated and ordained by the Apostolic 
Church of Georgia. 

 
 
 


