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Hogamoo dgdamgdgml beos. 8dsl sgdspe Famgool
adbdogmmasdo  babm-378g7dol dgbmdols g30Bognéo
dgm3atgmodnl e nadm gonstgbgde.

2016 Famosb bobgmadFogmad ghedmdmogem ©o-
0fgm bobe-39Bg7d0l obhmGogmoe Bgbmools Ggsedoe-
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3033090, bogobdsbsmmgdmm 30rmaedgdl, gnm-
dadamo  3gd33000gmd0l  boobgm@dsgom  ggbheb
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booagbhmb InBgndgdols s InBynd-6o3&demgdol Ledbobymol dogé (pmaadyg o., mgzEm&sdzomo 0., bmbsbodyg 3.,
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ALONG THE OCCUPATION LINE

Irma Dolidze

Keywords: House-museum of Giorgi and Davit Eristaves, occupation line, village of Odzisi, Ksani historical-architectural
museum-reserve, Palace-Museum of Jambakur-Orbelians in the village of Lamiskhana.

Wars, natural disasters, pandemics always remain the greatest challenges of mankind. The 21" century did not turn
out to be an exception in this respect either. Georgia has gone through some of the most difficult periods since the
1990s - several wars, occupied territories, barbed wire “borders”, deserted villages and towns, tens of thousands of
IDPs, arbitrary regimes imposed by the occupying state in full violation of international law and constant influencing
of the population on both sides of the occupation line. A creeping occupation that is still a part of our reality today.
Full of tragic stories of many people, the recent past has been revived by the events in Ukraine today. Modern
technology makes us witness the war - we watch it on TV, on social networks, live. Mankind has never had a similar
experience. If there had been an opportunity to disseminate information similarly during the Russia-Georgia wars
of 1992 or 2008 and if we had an appropriate response from the democratic world, we would probably be living in
a different reality today, and presumably neither would the Russia-Ukraine war with hundreds and thousands of
casualties have occurred.

Regulations established by international law also apply in war situations and cover all areas. These include cultural
heritage: monuments, objects, museums. The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict and its Protocols (1954 and 1999) set out the responsibilities of the parties in a similar
situation. But what happens after the war? In our reality, the settlements occupied by Russia in the Tskhinvali region
are separated by an “occupation line”. Movement of Georgian citizens is prohibited in the occupied parts of the
country. Access to the ongoing processes would onlybe possible with the participation of international organizations.
The situation is dire near the so-called “Occupation line” - including creeping occupation, kidnapping, imprisonment
and various other incidents.

After the Russian-Georgian war in August 2008, the house-museum of famous 19" century public figures, father
and son, George and David Eristavi, located in the village of Odzisi (Dusheti municipality), was 500 meters from the
occupation line. Built in the Eristavi Palace (Cultural Heritage Site) in the early 19th century, the museum has been
operating since 1961 and combines highly interesting collections of life and work of the Eristavis.

What are the challenges facing the museum near the occupation line? What sets it apart from others? What is its
role and significance?
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remain the greatest challenges of humanity.
The 215t century is no exception either. Georgia
has gone through some of the most difficult periods
since the 1990s: several wars, occupied territories,
barbed wire “borders”, deserted villages and towns, tens
of thousands of IDPs, arbitrary regimes imposed by the
occupying state in full violation of international law and
constant intimidation of the population on both sides of
the occupation line. A creeping occupation that is still a
part of our reality today.
Full of tragic stories of many people, the recent past

224

technology makes us witness the war. We watch it on
TV, social networks, live. Humanity has never had a
similar experience. If there were opportunities to spread
information similarly during the Russia-Georgia wars of
1992 or 2008 and if we had an appropriate response from
the democratic world, we would probably be living in a
different reality today, neither would the Russia-Ukraine
war with hundreds and thousands of casualties have
occurred.

Regulations established by international law also
apply in war situations and cover all areas. These include
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cultural heritage: monuments, objects of cultural heritage,
museums. The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection
of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and
its Protocols (1954 and 1999) set out the responsibilities
of the parties in a similar situation. But what happens
after the war? In our reality, the settlements occupied
by Russia in the Tskhinvali region are separated by an
“occupation line”. Movement of Georgian citizens is
prohibited in the occupied parts of the country. Access to
the ongoing processes would only be possible with the
participation of international organizations. The situation
is dire near the so-called “Occupation line”, including
creeping occupation, kidnapping, imprisonment and
various other incidents.

After the Russian-Georgian war in August 2008, the
house-museum of famous 19"-century public figures,
father and son, George and David Eristavi, in the village
of Odzisi (Dusheti municipality), was 500 meters from
the occupation line. Built in the Eristavi Palace (Cultural
Heritage Site) in the early 19" century, the museum has
been operating since 1961and combines highly interesting
collections of life and work of the Eristavis.

What are the challenges facing the museum near the
occupation line? What sets it apart from others? What is
its role and significance?

Giorgi Eristavi (1813-1864), a Georgian writer,
playwright, the founder of the Georgian professional
theatre, member of the national liberation movement,
and public figure, was born in the village of Odzisi, in this
very palace, and lived here periodically. Later the house
belonged to his son David Eristavi (1847-1890).

The palace of the Eristavis is located on the edge
of the village, left bank of the Ksani river on an area of
10,500 mZ The exact date of construction of the palace
is unknown. Supposedly, according to the biographical
data and stylistic analysis, it dates back to the beginning
of the 19" century. The building has been given the status
of a cultural heritage site. In the courtyard, the remains
of agricultural buildings (stable, well) of the same period
have been preserved, which, together with the palace,
are perceived as a single architectural complex and

create the possibility of reconstructing the life of that
time.

Inthe memorial palace,a unique cellar with 47 gvevris
(winemaking vessels) of different size, a winepress, and
a well (on the T floor) with the remains of wall paintings
found in the rooms on the first floor, current expositions
on the second floor (in three halls), as well as a theatre
hall built later integrated into the structure of the building
are notable.

The historical building has lost its original
appearance. After Georgia’s Sovietization, the palace
changed its original function and was reconstructed in
various aspects. A museum was opened here in 1958. An
important role was also played by the restoration’in the
1970s by the administration of the “Tsekavshiri” within the
incomplete project. The issue of museum rehabilitation
was raised again at the end of the last century. In 1990,
a project for the restoration of the Eristavi Palace was
developed and partially implemented, making the full
functioning of the museum practically impossible. In
addition, the physical condition of the house-museum
building has been deteriorating over the years.

In 2016, the government started the gradual
rehabilitation of the historical building of the House
Museum.2 But these have been only the first steps
towards the restoration of the museum’s functioning.

Today, about three hundred families live in the village
of Odzisi. There is a kindergarten and a high school for 70
children and 18 teachers, dance and wrestling clubs. The
rural population lives under constant stress, dire social
problems and challenges. There is also a real danger of
the village’s depopulation.

The presence of a house-museum in a village near
the occupation line is in itself a very important factor that
needs to be used for the multifunctional possibilities of
the museum. In this regard, the House-Museum of George
and David Eristavi has great potential and opportunities
for development.

After the rehabilitation of the memorial building and
proper infrastructure arrangement, the museum should
offer visitors a new, modern exposition depicting the

1 The project “Minor Rehabilitation Works of the Eristavi’s House, 2016
2 The roof of the building was replaced, the facades of the house-museum were rehabilitated - galleries decorated
with openwork balconies, the water drainage system was changed, and a study of the revealed wall paintings in the

interior was carried out.
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life and work of the Eristavis, with the reconstruction
of the historical past of Georgia and parallels with the
present. However, given the proximity to the occupation
line, the museum should become an important center
for culture, education, and social assistance, which can
change and diversify the life of the local population and
will contribute to the development of young generations
through various activities (exhibitions, performances,
conferences, educational programs, festivals, meetings).

After Georgia loss of independence and the
autocephaly of the church due to the Russian Empire’s
expansion, the concern for statehood, improvement
of public and economic life, determination of political
orientation strengthened in the Georgian public life of
the 19" century. In these circumstances, descendants
of the Duchy of Ksani, Giorgi and David Eristavi, were
engaged in theatrical, literary and journalistic activities.
They were pioneers in a number of ways, such as the
Georgian professional theatre founded by Giorgi Eristavi
in 1850 and the first literary magazine Tsiskari in 1852.
The Eristavis made a significant contribution to the
development of the country through their active public
work. The permanent exposition of the house-museum
should outline the role and importance of the Eristavis
in the public life of the country in the context of political
situation at that time. Their theatrical, literary, journalistic
and translation activities, as well as the exhibits stored
in the museum, should be highlighted using modern
exhibition technologies.

The main directions of the development® of Giorgi
and Davit Eristavi’s House-Museum include complete
rehabilitation and conservation of the museum,
museum infrastructure arrangement, preparation and
implementation of permanent expositions, conservation
and restoration of exhibits, development of emergency
management plan, development of educational and
exhibition programs, management of complex activities
of the museum.

On one hand, it is important to preserve the original
appearance of the palace as much as possible, and on
the other, to adapt it to the new museum needs. The
structure of the palace itself dictates the following

scheme of functional distribution. In particular, the
second floor of the museum will continue to house a
permanent exhibition and the first floor will be dedicated
to the mediathek/library (the village has no library),
temporary exhibitions, educational programs, cultural
heritage information center (about cultural heritage sites
in Odzi, nearby villages, beyond the occupation line). Use
of spaces with new content will be very important for the
village. The museum can and should take advantage of
this opportunity and offer it to the population.

The wine cellar on the lower floor should be returned
to its original function, and new tourist attractions along
with the newly opened ethno-cafe will greatly contribute
to bolstering economic interests among local residents.

A theatre hall can be considered a multifunctional
space, which should acquire a variety of attractions:
performances of various theatres, including Giorgi
Eristavi Gori Drama Theatre, Presentation of course and
graduation performances by students of Shota Rustaveli
Theatre and Film University, screening of student films,
organization of literary, theatrical, musical evenings,
meetings with famous people and various museum
projects.

As mentioned earlier, considering the proximity to
the occupation line, the museum should combine the
function of a social center as well. For local citizens of
different ages, it should become a cultural-educational,
social assistance place, which will be able to ease the
existing difficult situation and expand the harizons
of young people through appropriate art-therapeutic
measures, psychological healing, awareness-raising
programs and small-scale meetings.

The participation of students from schools and
kindergartens in local and nearby villages in museum
programs and projects should be one of the main priorities
of the museum, which in turn will contribute to the
intellectual development, revitalization and alleviation of
moral trauma of the population of the region.

It is advisable to connect with other museums
located near the occupation line and form a network,
such as the Palace-Museum of Jambakur-Orbelians in
the village of Lamiskhana, which combines a fortress, a

3 Since 2019, Giorgi and Davit Eristavi House-Museum has been part of the National Agency for preservation of Cultural
Heritage of Georgia. The house-museum development vision was prepared in 2020-2021 by Service of Museums and
Museum-Reserves of the Agency (Dolidze I., Tevdorashvili T., Sosanidze M., Bulashvili E., Meladze D., Katcharava E.).
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palace, and a wine cellar. From here, a large section of
the Ksani gorge and existing villages and fortresses can
be clearly seen. Akhalgori, the residence of the Duchy
of Ksani (17" century), in which the museum is still
functioning (since 1982) is a part of the Ksani historical-
architectural museum-reserve. Since 2008, it has been
in the territory occupied by Russia. Giorgi Eristavi was
also a descendant of the Duchy of Ksani. “His ancestors
first lived in the royal residence of Ksani, in the village
of Akhalgori, and then in the village of Odzisi.*” It is
symbolic that the final resting place of Giorgi Eristavi,
the Ikorti Cathedral (1172), is also in the occupied territory.

Visiting the palaces of Eristavis and Jambakur-
Orbelianis can be considered in a single context.

Since 2008, the Didi Liakhvi Gorge State Museum-
Reserve also has been located in the territory occupied
by Russia. It was founded in 2005 with the administrative
office in the village of Kurta, Shida Kartli, Gori
municipality, presently in the settlement of IDPs in Gori.?

The thematic link between these museums and
museum-reserves (under joint projects) will be important
in the context of the cultural heritage information center.
The information center of the museum will collect
electronic materials about the monuments and museums
in the occupied territory, as well as information on the
historical monuments of the village of Odzisi and, in
general, the Mchadijvari community (along with the
village of Odzisi, there are 17 villages in this community).
Based on the mentioned information center, the
foundation may be laid for research of cultural heritage
monuments in the occupied territories to promote this
important field among the local population.

Along with the information center, it is planned

to create a media library in the museum, with a book
repository and an electronic library for different age
groups. For children from vulnerable families, the media
library can also provide computers, Internet etc.

One of the special merits of Giorgi and Davit Eristavi
House-Museum is the modern wine cellar. After the full
rehabilitation of the building, it is most important to put
the cellar into operation® to ensure growth of tourism. An
ethnic cafe will also be functionally connected to the wine
cellar, which will be mainly focused on local products. It
can also offer visitors an interesting tour independently
from the museum through introduction to the history of
wine and the wine cellar, tasting, winemaking master
classes, etc. Involvement of the local population in this
activity will increase motivation and economic interest’.

The courtyard of the museum should become a
calling card of the house-museum. The courtyard, even
with its present appearance, with its spaciousness and
some planning elements, makes a special impression on
the visitors. Therefore, it is necessary to fully utilize its
potential by specialists in the relevant field.

From a functional point of view, it is possible to plan
a variety of cultural, social and educational events in the
yard: non-formal education practices, festivals, modern
art exhibitions, theatrical performances .2

The courtyard of the museum is a favorite place for the
youth of the village. Their number doubles in summer due
to visiting guests that tend to gather here in the evening.
In case of arrangement of appropriate infrastructure, a
cultural-educational-spectacular attraction along with
recreation will significantly contribute to the existence
of a vivid cultural environment in the village.

Georgian society and the government annually

4 Giorgi Eristavi and the Georgian Theatre, Thilisi, 2003, p.3

5 Ksni Gorge Historical-Architectural Museum-Reserve and Didi Liakhvi Gorge State Museum-Reserve are united in
the structure of the National Agency for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Georgia.

6 The cellar can be rented to any wine company that can operate in accordance with museum standards

7 Common wine varieties in Odzi are: Rkatsiteli, Goruli, Chinuri, Utsamli; The local population has small plots and they
make about 500-700 liters of wine; Therefore, wine production in the village is not of such a scale to make it possible to
run museum Marani (wine cellar) locally. In the village, families make cheese, dried fruit, and churchkhela. It is possible
to encourage the production of these products in such a way that they are sold to museum visitors, for example, in a
cafe, or at open-air festivals. One of the strengths of the village is fruit trees. In this direction, local products can be
included in the museum cafe, wine cellar and other services. It should be taken into account that there is no market in
the village and fruits are sold in Thbilisi. Thus, the museum can become an encouraging space for the local population
in this regard as well.

8 The courtyard of the museum can also be rented out for large events. Outdoor events can be planned in the beautiful
yard, e.g. weddings, corporate meetings, etc. This kind of approach will help increase the income of the museum.
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celebrate the day of foundation of the professional
Georgian theatre. On January 14, 1850, on the initiative
of Giorgi Eristavi, the play Divorce was staged based on
his own play. It was Giorgi Eristavi who was the author
of the idea concerning this historical event. The Eristavi
House Museum is the very place where this significant
date should be celebrated every year.

Under the conditions of the “creeping occupation”,
the museum and the collections are under constant threat,
that is why an emergency management plan should be
developed based on risk analysis (taking into account
the location and political situation). An emergency
management plan is vital for a museum located near the
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#

1.30M®30 QO ©6300) IGNLMO3300L LOL-3383I3N
GEORGE AND DAVID ERISTAVI HOUSE-MUSEUM

2. LObE-8J33JANL 3B
THE COURTYARD OF THE HOUSE- MUSEUM
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3. LObE-3JB33JAN. BOGBN
THE HOUSE-MUSEUM. WINE CELLAR

4. LOb-3I33IBNL AJLB3MBNBN
EXPOSITION OF THE HOUSE-MUSEUM.

5. LObI-3I3JIBN. MISOMOWIMN LI 0SB 6. LObL-0383J3N. 3IRINLALOO3HMONL BMO33I600N
THE HOUSE-MUSEUM. THEATRE HALL THE HOUSE-MUSEUM. FRAGMENT OF WALL PAINTINGS
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e

7.3530039M-M®dIWNS6300L LOLOLIJ-3IBIJAN
THE PALACE-MUSEUM OF JAMBAKUR-ORBELIANS

Al

8. 0bdI3M®N. JL6NL bIMBNL NLOMMNIW-SMINOIFOIGHITN 3IBIIJF-6S3OIIOLN
AKHALGORI. KSANI HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL MUSEUM-RESERVE
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