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Annotation

The given paper discusses the essence of adversarial and parity in criminal proceedings. The concept
and its meaning for the implementation of proper justice have been determined. A brief history of the
development of forms of criminal proceedings is presented, which allows to identify the one that is most
appropriate to today’s reality through the observation of each of them. The paper focuses on the rights and
obligations of the Parties during the investigative actions, the problems of fulfilment and the role of the
court in the adversarial legal proceedings. In addition to the national system, the legislation of the Anglo-
American and Continental European legal systems has been also discussed, in terms of the implementation
of the principle of adversarial and parity.

After significant changes in the judicial proceedings, such as the transition from the judicial
inquisition process to the adversarial process, a completely new model has been established in the Georgian
judicial reality. Being based on the principle of adversarial proceedings and parity means that the fate of the
case depends on the activity of the Parties — the process will be succeeded by those who have better
evidence and are better prepared.

The analysis of the issues presented in the paper demonstrates that the Parties are in an unequal
position during the proceedings, while in order to carry out due process in the adversarial judicial process, it
is necessary for the Parties to have equal opportunities to conduct investigative actions, acquire the
necessary evidence and have effect on the final outcome of the case.

Despite the significance of the right to parity, it still does not imply complete equality of the Parties,
but rather the granting of equal opportunities to them, where neither Party finds itself in a substantially

unfavourable position. We will learn more in the chapters below.
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