39L300L 390 (RIMNITN) 3MILBNEIA
0MY63IL I3NLEMXI3N

>emg]Lbabomg mgamady
bogomoggenm

dmbbgbgdol ogds gbgds 3gbdo@gm nmabglb g3ob@mmal dgbedg (C) nb-
BgM3mma300L. g3abEmmagdo, Hmdgmoa(z MmoMmomegds 1165 Brmoom, 3Mgbdo-
&gM0 0mobg 3mabGMAL 30DobE 00l 033gMe@mmb, dobygem I-b, mogabo bs-
bgm3bogmb dgbobgd. g3obGmmgl bsdwzama s38mG0 ¢3bmdas, &qdb@ab
mM0g0b5m0 3gbEmademas mamaby® 9bsbg. g3obGmmalb §g4bE 0 I ba-
139699830 omMgbam (36mdamn gobmeam s b nmamadbs dMsgamm gbsdy.
BgMomab babyob 8 94bEL XII-XIII bayy 3969983039 39358 bnma nb@ge3m-
mofgoymo bgdsos.

930bEmmagdo 3MgLdadgMo nmsebg BaM3moagbomos Mmam s bado nbom-
goab ddsMonggmo. 9o dbamgl dobo Ladgemm 3M(39mads ymagama dodamm-
bob §gFo@mmMnsdwyg. byMomdn Rsdmmgmoamoas Lbgowsbbgs LomzMagds, Mabo
bobgas dgndmgds 3Mgbda@ g 0mabgl bLodgymda. Bnbo Ladgymb d(sbmgmagsd-
60 0530bRombo 5M056 ymgamazota 3ob3zogMgdabasb. 3GgLdod g oma-
bgb 39Mbg 03ymx396056 LadamMysbwals 3MME M3, 630bEs MBSl 358 M0sM-
Jo, byDal s Jod3EMEM383s. Labgm3bogmb gsdsmsdo 560l by deda. g3ab-
Bmagdo bablbgbgdos 3Mgbdo@gH 0mabgl smmdds, o byyMgoemn, Hmd ol 830-
693b 8030009 mad oo JMabid gl bogmazdg s gdMdmmmb m@mE3mbmgal'.

930b&mmagl 39b537 (C) 06GgM3Mms(308dn Immagbgdemos smgdbabomg
35390mbgemal 3ng@ Rs3g@omoa bombgdol g30bdmemon (§§ 15-20). 06@gM3m-
(30530 50bndbyemns, M3 smgdbobomg 3s3gEmbymds gmanl s dogm-
a0l baembgdo (bygem 15 baembo), Adommgmdo Rogg@o Mom@gbow domam
3mgdLb ImEab. 3Mgbdo@ g 0mabglb abobo (gmanlb s dogmanl as@dm(3930L
00b5b3o, 39309805 bambgda) dodysglb LomdMmew IGMgdol Babssmdwaa.
AmEaLyz 3Mgbdndgm 0mabgl nbobo M3nbmzalb godm3yszb s dgbedsdal by-
b56035L 8dmg3l, ImBobssmdmagag dbaMglh o Mhgds oM (3900 dsdnsbo,
ob (3bmggmo, 3ob(3 dgodmgds gowom@hgl dggdsl. ol dgdwga, Moz yggmes
389gmb dggodgb, 3Mgbdo@gfn omoby dom dMMbadl magasbo Lozbmazmg-
dgedo. 35 dbmeme 0d0@m8 303Ys3L nbnbo SoMoaw 396, MmA3, bbgs d93-

! Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. Erste Abhandlung, enthaltend Capitel I, II und III. In:
Abhandlungen der philologisch-historischen Classe der Koniglich Sachsischen Gesellschaft der
Wissenschaften, VII, Leipzig, 1879, g3. 909-924 [930b@mmgl mmomobyta &94b@G0n]; Oppert
G. Der Presbyter Johannes in Sage und Geschichte. Ein Beitrag zur Voelker und Kirchenhistorie
und zur Heldendichtung des Mittelalters. Berlin, 1870 (2. verbess. Aufl.), 3. 26-50 [Eg@oals
39M356xmo mofgdsbal.
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0bg9390, 39409mbgb yzgms 0@sd056L s (3bmggmb. gb 15 baeboa, dmenm
9930L 60b, 56@0dM0b@ gl MM, J394bngMgdal mmbogg 306 godmgs,
05035390L 6306@sbms yzgmes Ladymeygmb, o Jomsd MHmAL. dscman Mozbgo
360b MmamE (3 Jg0ds dezada. o3 bombgdobogol babssmdogamdalb asbggsl
396 39dmgdl 396396000 Ladgym. 03d(39, B0bsLBSMIgGy3z9mal bodygzgdal
®0b5b3s, gb bambgdo domn ImJ3ggdgd0olb dodgboo gobzombgol mal
396 ©ogbbEMgd0sb. By (306 oMz (39360 @ Z3cmnl Mabbgs ndgzoo
355650 mM93L, MmM3 Bomash gMgma(z 3o o6 oMRgds'.

06@9M3mma (300 (C) 394360m0 0bos 0gmb 1221 Brmodwg?. 3obo dooman
byomm ¢bms ymgomoaym ,omgdbobomgl Mmdsbol™ memabydn gg@mbos. gm-
30b o 35gmaob 490dm (3935 3m30bsMmgmMdL d0dmnnwsb (sdswgdol Bogbo:
X, 2; gdgg0gemo: XXXVIII, 1-23, XXXIX, 1-16; a08mzbogds: XX: 1-3, 7-10)°.
33m3omnd@in bombgdol dndmonMo asdm393s 0msnbGM&-gmobob-
& bMggddo og)39330Mms dmgdLabomg 3s3gmbgmal dog® RMoomm-
9030 3m3NddsMg bambgdal Bobssmdmaga 3ol 53980b 3m@ngzlb. mgagbooal
30639 bogydggmb g3b30gd0m 0mbgd Bmozonbomsb I bayy 39bgdo. d98ama-
do 3003mM (39353 donmm GmEM3s, HMImol Mobobdowsrs smygdLbsabomg 3s39-
©mbgm3ds AMmommgmndo Bogzg@e gmaol s dogmgol bombgda. hszg@omo
bombgdo mogobo bodymayzgmowsb 1bos gsdmbymoayszbgb dgmmgo dmbgmoal
OmbY amaolb s dogmanl 0©gb@0gn3069ds bogdmes bbgsmsbbgs bom-
bob, mInogcgboe dmdmadatg bombgdmab, 30bgsbs(z dnboata dmbabemg-
mdobogol dmpames bagmmby.

omgdbobomg 353900mbgmolb dogfm amaol s dogmanl baembgdol Bogg-
35bmab ©s35330Mgd00 VII Lo 39b0©sb momabymo Bystmgdabmgol gs6-

! Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. g3. 911; Oppert G. Der Presbyter Johannes in Sage und
Geschichte. a3. 29-31; 36gbdo@gm amobglb mganbonl dgbobgd ob.: Knefelkamp U. Die
Suche nach dem Reich des Priesterkonigs Johannes. Dargestellt anhand von Reiseberichten und
anderen ethnographischen Quellen des 12. bis 17. Jahrhunderts. Gelsenkirchen, 1986; Baum
W. Die Verwandlungen des Mythos vom Reich des Priesterkonigs Johannes: Rom, Byzanz und
die Christen des Orients im Mittelalter. Klagenfurt, 1999; Wagner B. Die ,Epistola presbiteri
Johannis‘, lateinisch und deutsch, Uberlieferung, Textgeschichte, Rezeption und Ubertragungen
im Mittelalter, mit bisher unedierten Texten (= Miinchener Texte und Untersuchungen zur
deutschen Literatur des Mittelalters 115). Tiibingen, 2000; 3. dsMady. Ladomggmm ©s
®350mMbBgdo. md., 1973, a3. 33-34; 3. doMndy. x35MMLbyma oddnmgds sz0m sBs-
dg690gmbs s ©gdg@ Mg 30M39mDg. LodJoMmmgzgmmb PMHmngHnmMdgdo dadsbGnsbs ©s
obogmygm 93em3sbmab (X-XII LL.). »d., 1984; 5. gmamady. nmsbg 36gbgn& 9ol mmg-
39600L abEmGagmo s dodmogma bogndgmagdal dgbobgd. md., 2005.

? Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. g3. 893; Silverberg R. The Realm of Prester John. New York,
1972, a3. 64.

? 50b0dbye Lognmbdg ob. Van Donzel E. and Schmidt A. Gog and Magog in Early Syriac and
Islamic Sources, Sallam’s Quest for Alexander’s Wall (= Brill’s Inner Asian Library, Vol. 22).
Leiden, 2009, a3. 4-5, 12-13.

* 0439, ag. 10-11, 23.
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3LodbmzgMgmo gobes bLoMaymo GFMown(zns: ,omgdLabomgl mgagbos® (629-
630 66.) 09, 35bbo3momtgdom, gbgzom-3gommanbol boGoyma ,a88mbs-
©905“ (VII Loy 39960l @ababuymo). gbggom-3gommemonbol ,a03msbogds®
1339 9Mg39 0mamadbs dgmdbyymac (700-710 66.) s 9Mdbmmomsb momo-
by@ow (710-720 bE.). 54906 semgdLabodg 35 390mbgmal dogH sggdema 3o-
ol 8m@ 030 339 Ladmmmm Loboo go3M(3gmEs MeMbNE ©sbogmgmdn'.
Lofomm GFowa(30dn, 0bggg Gmam s 3obs8g 0nsnbEM-gmabob@n®
BM300(30530, 5emqqLabomg 3 39mbamal 3960 §M®360d369mm3bo sGnb
mmgamobgdamoa 3o339L0sda. ob sanmao, bosz smgdbebog 3s 3900mbgm-
35 hogg@o bombgdo, Gmameg 6gbn, 500bndbgdmes &gmdnbom ,,30b30al 3o-
0", 0339MoGmM byMmbob MML, 3mMdMmmb bmdbgmdo gJb3gonzngdab
dgdmgg (57-67 66.), ,35L300L 3060“ gbmEgdmEs sMasmal gsbabgmagemb.
omdLobemg 8s39MbgmB8s nd M Bmalb FmMal 55396 3oMnZ 8ol 3g8maa,
o3 bmbEmm ob9dacgebds (531-579 bb.) 0gmd96@83dn sogm M3060L 3060

39335b00b DMy, smgdbsbomg 3s390mbgmal mgaqbos babammdmog wo-
13938000 Joms] gMdgb@La. o3 dgdmbgggeda smgdbobomg 3s390m-
bgm3ds ggm@o bombgdo Rs39@ o 30ob @s begol dmEmab s godmym ©sbsm-
Rgbo J3996096gdabgsbs.

06 gM3mma(300L 30630 qdobmgal sbggg 360336gmmzebos Jotomgzgm
3983991 3096 39335b00b RMammgmnseb Ladbgmm domadob godmy3s6al
365g&030L, (396@MdmnEa dno bow3nbggdol (39em3gmo momabyFa (36m-
3900l 3mba(393530L gomgamabbnbgds. mgmbn dGmgzgmoal ,,dg5gms (36m3-
696530, 3gMdbymm s momaby® Bysmmgddn pbgom >l (36mdgdo, Mm-
©gbs Jodormoab (0dgmonl) bLodgmmb ddsmmzggmgdl MgammoMymsn gow©-
dm3ysgm Ladbgmm baBomagdo sosmal gbom Bobs sbosdo Bamdmgdmma
m3380bm30b. (3968 s Loy 3969980b 3gMomEdn smbndbamo GMs-
©0(300 3obssbms daama@ V-3, XI bogy 3mbal 60-056 6emgddo, Gmogbsz o
Lghagms bLymmbob, smg-sGbEsbal, msdMmdgdal EMHML MMxgM aow-
3dm0ygobs mbgdab 360d369mmmgaba Ladbgomm doms afmnsmoab gabom, 456dals
53065bmsb e30M0b3nMgdal MMLL ©ognm IV 908539693 9mb otnsmals

"odsg, 13-30.

2 Anderson A. R. ,Alexander at the Caspian Gates”. Transactions of the American Philological
Association, 59, 1928, a3. 135-139, 142-152.

* Van Donzel, Schmidt. Gog and Magog. a3. 51-56; semgdbabomg 35390mbgmal dstngmmeb
05353806900 0b. 456bs 3nm@gdoom: Anderson A. R. Alexander’s Gate, Gog and Magog, and
the Inclosed Nations, Cambridge. Mass., 1932.

* 3580007 Joommabs. Jomomal (3bmzMmagds. I, §9dbE0 awagbamo yzgmes doMomswo
bgmbsbgMob dobgogom b. yobhRodgomoal dng®, »d., 1955, a3. 313; Alemany A. Sources on
the Alans. A Critical Compilation (= Handbook of Oriental Studies, Sect. 8, Central Asia, Vol. 5).
Leiden, 2000, a3. 273.
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aboo (1118 B.) go8m3ysgl yoghomgda', Gab d98mgasz 0B8ygdl Logomgm
bedbgmm 94b3gEn(3098L. oam@ol dMdmmada dmbsbamgmdsl amgdgb
40gRomagdo s, sbgzg, mbado (semsbgd0)% gomerao II-b dgbobgd smbadbmmos,
™3 mbgdo s yoghomgdn, Modgb smsl 3oibog dcmdsbgdws, 3ol Babady
3m@om©b76°. gommgo II-3 L3sALgmab sMdsa M6, nrmEga0Dcsb MBabomgal
Logommnggmmb bodgymb Moddemmsb ghmaw godmanygzsebs mbgdal badbgomm
domo’. 038560l bobssmBrogg 9969530l MM msBsmab Ibstgl ndMdmobagb
yogBomado, satgmagg bbgs 3o339bogmo dmogemgdn®. 3o8dmEal d6dmenals Bab
5mbndbyemons, ™3 yoghomgdn msdamal B06sdg 093696 LodbobyEabogal®.
AmEaLys 03039 333dmEab ddmmabmgalb mseddstmal b3smbgomdo Babgmsad-
g 0535600 ©d 300 bmbmsbo 35dm3z3000696 MdnmabnEsb, Lbgs LodbgomMm
boBomgdmab gfmsm oo 309393696 mbgdo s yoghomgda’. Im@sboema (36m-
3980 5A3969096, Hm3 XII Loy 3mbgbs s XIIT Loy 3mbol obobynlbdo badsm-
»39emb bLadggnm 3o6ab dog@m 39330b0ob AMEomMgmoEsb Ladbgomm bsBa-
m9dob go3myz6sL Mm3gdobmgal 3o 339990 Mmoo 3jmbos Mganmomia-
o babg s dgndmgds gogoMemmmo, MmI gb mbabdngdgda bm&(309mog-
dmEs N3mozMgboe ofnsmal gboom.

XII boyygnbob o XIII bogy3mbol ababyabolb momaby®a (36mdgda Jom-
®39mos bddgxnmb 5939396 amaob s 8sgmaob Lodymggmal Mdgsmm bosk-
mm3ggb: 6306 bogmagob 306@mEMab, sbbgmmbal (36mdsda (XII b.) @ogoom
5035996939l dgbobgd smbndbyymoas, MmAd dob, dobo babsdMgdagom, ggoms
3ob300b 3060, amal s dogmalb M3 DrMogL, s oMmogmds dob. (36mdab
©369M0b @AM 50b0dbym Imgamgmdal sbEmmgdws dobo dgamo [©gdgE)-
&g 1. mmogg@abob ,s80980b abEmMosda® (1220-1221 66.) Jotimggmada
Bom3mea gbomo 56056 JMob@nsbgdew, Mmdmagda(s (36m3mHmMdg6 L3sEMbgmals
39bmdmoE, smmddnmo d399600s6 3g@o@ ImEL; Jommggmagdol Ladgym
36(39m@9ds 3ob3dnal d;mgdsdwyg, Lo smydbeboyg 3s390mbgmals BogM

' 03300 50085376930l ab@mEngmbo. (3bmgMmgds Jgxgm-3ggabs agomaba. Jotomals
3bmgegds. I, &gdb@o mewagboma yggmes doGomawn bgmbsobgmolb dobgmgam b. youb-
Rodgamob dogm, md., 1955, a3. 335-337.

2 m. ogmoobady. Bomg gMm3sgmal (36mdgdo @egz00 5B85dgbgdgmab dgbobgd. bLadoMmgyg-
o Ogboseggmab bobsdn, Hmbmeggmal @edswgdal 800 Brmobmsgabswdn dodmgboemn
369dnmo, md., 1966, a3. 245-246.

? mods gomgab-Hmabogmoa 85858)006g. Jotommal (3bmg@mgds. I, &9Jb@o wawagborn
439 doMoman bgmbobg@ab dobgwgnom b. goymbRadgamal 0@, md., 1955, a3. 367.

*obBMA00ba s 9B3oba JoMogebrgmabo. Jofommoab sbmgmgds. 11, 89JLbG0 Lawagbarma
y39ms doMoma@on bgmbabgmal dobgogom b. yombhodzomal 8ng®, md., 1959, a3. 11.

*0dsg, a3- 53.
®0dsg, a3. 64.

" 0d39, 33- 65
§ 9. 535m0dg0mn. %35GMbobms MMNEsb: Mmobo baabGmEnm baMzggge. 0d., 1989, a3. 17-18, 20.
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Rogg@nmo bambgdo grmogdosb s6@0dM0bE gl 3mbgmsbl; 368 0dM0b@glb go-
3mRgbabob Rozg@omoa bambgdo 30dmabamgzgb babommdgdl s ymggmaszgl
a05B56589896". m0gg@mLbosb 3ob3nal 3oMa (Bs3g@0mo bambgdals sanm-
bodymaggen) dgbadmgdgmns 50bndbogoglb Mmam(s omnsmb, sbggg gM-
396@L. 0bbgmbmob 3ob3ool oMo LagoMoyme anmabbdmdl omosmols
30babgmgmb, MoEasb 30bndbymas, Mm3 3gig ogomb gb goMa gdoms dobo
Bobodmgdngom. smbodbymo pMmal dbmgmam G43980L 6sBombgs 3oL3o-
0l 3oMo 3mmogLgdmmos @omasmal gobobzmgmmsb: dogomoma, gmomb
bmgmomb Ge30g (1119 6.)% ms8dg6 g Lyb-mBgmals Bbmgmomb e 3o-
by (oob. 1180 6.)% aboom@al s6mbodn&m M 30bg (XI-XII LL.)% mmbombals
RLaIM6al Abmgmomb Grm3odg (X L.)°.

Axge 393mbo 5mbadbogl (1267 6.), Gm3d 3ob3nal 3omol dogboom Rs3g-
&omo 0yzbgb Imbrmmmagdo s dom aodmabamMogl ob. 03 swgomal (Jomasg
©9M896@3d0) aodmaamgh gMmsb30b3o6gmgdds (300md MNdGM 0L dmabayy-
mds 1253-55 66.), Hmegbsg 3mbommmgdobgsb w306 d6mbogdmobgb. og-
Ambadnbob s googgbol (36mdqdal bagmdzgmby Gmx g dg3mbo BgML:
omgdbobemg 3s3gEmbymo gdMdmes 5badbyem Ba(30gdL, dogmsed g9 dgd-
M om0 34Mmds. omgdLbabomg 3s39mbgmb Mm3d dgbedsdobo Dm3dgdo
o6 dogmm 8 baebgdol Bobsom3oga, 39M390m0 Mabs 396 godmgdos doom
dgdm@q3oL. smgdLabomyg 3s390mbgmal mm3g000 dm3oMeadatmyg dbatgl
34mg0 dngdo o9abermmzgEbgb 9M®3569mb ndggzemsw, MmI ambs LogM(sg
dbmmme gMomn g@mabomgab, bosg 96 smdsmms gobomzatn 3oMn’. Mm-
RJO 393M63s 594G (36mdgdol boggyydgzgmbdg gobdnal 3o dmomaglbs
©9M896@3d0 (Bmab s drrgal dmnb), Bog™ad dabo smbgMmammdabmgal Bys-
ML 3odmo@Gobs ol (36mds, Mmame(y 3obdnal 396 sbaboscngdwbgb, MHm-
qbaz 3ob 0739300696 @oGnamal gobobzmgmda (e dmab dmeMab). dbaszbo
300067555 356 30 3memmb (36mdsd0(s: 3ob3nab 3o (,M3060L 396M0%) ot gm
3membmgal o6l gMdg68)0; o363 bystmsab 3sb saMgomgg snmm so-
smob smbgFammds (sd@momueo (36mdgdo dgbsedsdobmdsdn Mm3 ymegaeo-

! Oliverus. Historia Damiatina. In: Die Schriften des Kolner Domscholasters, spéteren Bischofs
von Paderborn und Kardinal-Bischofs von S. Sabina Oliverus, hrsg. v. H. Hoogeweg, Tiibingen,
1894, a3. 232-233.

2 Von den Brincken A.-D. ,Mundus figura rotunda®“. In: Ornamenta Ecclesiae, Kunst und Kiinstler
der Romanik, 1. Katalog zur Ausstellung des Schniitgen-Museums in der Josef-Haubrich-
Kunsthalle, hrsg. v. A. Legner, K&ln, 1985, a3. 102.

* Miller K. Mappaemundi. Die éltesten Weltkarten. H. 3. Stuttgart, 1895, 800. 4.

* Reichert F. Das Bild der Welt im Mittelalter. Darmstadt, 2013, a3. 24-25.

* Miller K. Mappaemundi. 853. 3.

¢ Roger Bacon. Opus Majus. Ed. by J. H. Bridges, Vol. I, Oxford, 1897, a3. 268, 302-304, 364-365;
Roger Bacon. The Opus Majus. Translated by R. B. Burke, vol. I, Philadelphia, 1928, a3. 289-
290, 322-323, 381-382.
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g4m &Ma@o(300b 3mbo(39396056) @s dmablgbos smgdbsbomg ds39@mbgmals
30gM bambgdob Ro398 30 M Bmsl ImEal. ond3s 0g3g 96036y, Hm3 35306
0g, Mog bbgs bambgdmab gMmo, (3bmzMmdbgb yoghamgdn s 56d Imbrm-
mgdo'.

930bEMEgb 5380l 0b@qb(300bg aodmmJdmmas bbgowsbbgs dgbgwen-
mgdgd0: bagomommme dob byFes dggddbs 3omasw bszombago &qdb@o, boo-
365(3 3300bggmo 300 gdes 0bgmmdssnsl smdmbagmgmal bom3Mgdgdols
Jdgbobgd s 88a35M0@ G94LE0 0dbgdmes MMl goyzebal 3oMgn Lodmsemy-
d5; dgbadmms 938mMAML biyyMs g3aMmMbsbms ImBngsznal s3smmgds, HmA
3dmagto Jeab@nsbo dmbofdo dmgnmms oo abobdsfmgdmar; 86, dgbed-
mms, g30b@mmg 0gmb @m30na mo@gMoGmol dgamo; 83 dgdmbgggsdo
930bE Mg 3300b39mb bLed35DdMAL nEgsmNMa Lobgmdbogmb ©s ngsmY-
0 Labmgamgdal byGasmb. 3Ggbdod g 0mabgl ngsmyMo GognMs, Mm-
dgmo(3 996M00b693L bagHm s LabymagMm bgmabnymgdsl, Jdbows 3mb-
B®abEL Mol 303L s 033gMGMML dmMal s@Lgdema 3dogmn sdamab-
306930b 3mbbg?.

579 90bs M33gb0ndg s 3306M3900L FmEBobs 0b6@gM3mma300l go635M@g-
33bmsb s 3ogzdomgdom. MmEgbsi 068 gMm3memsiool s3@m@M3s hozg@omo
bombgdob g30bmen dgo@obs §gdb@do, 93 bMag g3obGmmyg bsdgomaw
30530EMs 300093 9Mmn ©sdsgdoma bomzMgdom. ggmamogogmo 3mb-
&94bEob 3goboom, gmaal s dogmgol bambgdal dmmagbgds 3GgLdadgM
0mobglb badgxmadn goM339mmbomo doMmgdymoas 03 Jadgbooc, HMA sfo-
0b@gMm3mmomgdymo §94b@0b dobgzom, 3Mgbdadgm nmobgl Ladggm dm-
03930 39335L0sb s dob Fndgdsmg GgMmoGmmnsba(s (Mowasb dob bodgaym-
do (36m3MMdgb sdm@dogdn). 3MgLbdadgm omsbgl Ladggrmb Ggmdnbgdom
»0b@mMgm0®, 96 ,Lodo bmgmo® 50b0d3bol MU, 39335L00l GgMoGmEaals
3md3939 39L& M 0mMdbal Ladgymda saMmgmag o6 Jdbal LoMonmgb.

930b@mmagl Labyobo GgdLENL dabgogom, 3MgbdoG g omsbgl Lodggm
dmo(393L 0boal 3mb@nbyb@ ol 3M(39m GgMo@mmngdL: dnsmme nbmgml
(bLos(s (3bMzgMmMdgb 305335b7d0), L3sMbgmb (Lowsz dwgdatgmdl dabo bo-
3953mb @gadomada Lybs), (396@MsnE sDasl (Lodemysbool 3GmEm3s-
35 0dymgzgds dob 3oMmdg), Ladggym 3M(39mEgds dsdommmbol am@mmadoy.
AmEabsz g3obGmmgl s3@mMo sbaal 3M(3gm G gMnGmmngdl 5mbndbagl
&9M30bgd0m ,,06mgmn” (,bLodn bpmgmn®), 3 dgdmbgzggzeado dobrgsl due

Lo 3Nbggdal MemobyMmn obogmgmnlb ggmamoganm GMmawoa(znsl. @gMdo-
bgdom ,0bmgmn®, 56 ,Lodn nbEmgmn® 50bnd6gdmms sDanl MHmam (s dg-

' Marco Polo. Von Venedig nach China. hrsg. v. Th. A. Knust, Darmstadt, 1983, ag. 42-45;
Anderson. ,Alexander at the Caspian Gates“. g3. 159-160.
? Silverberg. The Realm of Prester John. g3. 53-55.
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©3Mgdoom dmEgmao, sbgzg YBO™ sbrmm GgMaGmEngda, b3oMoE sMdmbag-
Mg dBM035(3, Joromns'. LodmgMgdo babs Dol o nbEmgmb dmEal o6
0ym 333900050 a530xbymoa: dogsmomam, gmoinb ob@gmmaeb (VII-VIII bL.)
338MM0 md3006 bmdbgmda, 3og3oLnal Fmab s asbgol Dgdm @abgdsl dm-
&0l 9dgdb 6mgl 30mds6b, 39809a 30 MIMommE gos@0b 0bEmMgmdn?. sbm-
b0do Mo396gmo agmamoggo (VII-VIII bb.) g@odsbgmalbgeb gobobbgeggdlb bad
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! Gregor H. Das Indienbild des Abendlandes (bis zum Ende des 13. Jahrhunderts). Wien, 1964, a3.
14-16; Simek R. Erde und Kosmos im Mittelalter. Das Weltbild vor Kolumbus. Miinchen, 1992,
a3. 80.

? Gregor. Das Indienbild des Abendlandes. 3. 21-22.

3 Ravennas Anonymus. Cosmographia: Eine Erdbeschreibung um das Jahr 700. Ubers. u. hrsg. v. J.
Schmetz, Uppsala, 1951, g3. 25.

4 Honorius Augustodunensis. De Imagine Mundi. Patrologia Latina 172, ed. J.-P. Migne, Paris,
1895, a3. 123.

> Gow A. C. The red Jews. Antisemitism in an apocalyptic Age 1200-1600 (= Studies in Medieval
and Reformation Thought, Vol. 55). Leiden, 1995, a3. 313.

¢ Godefridi Viterbiensis Pantheon sive Memoria saeculorum. Patrologia Latina, 198, ed. J.-P.
Migne, Paris, 1855, a3. 913.
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DARIALI — THE CASPIAN GATES IN THE EPISTLE
OF JOHN THE PRESBYTER

Alexander Tvaradze
Georgia

The report topic deals with the third (G) interpolation of the Epistle of John the
Presbyter. In an epistle dated back to 1165, John the Presbyter talks to the Byzan-
tine emperor- Manuel I — about his own country. The real author of the epistle is
unknown; the original text is written in Latin. The text of the Epistle became highly
known in the Middle Ages and it was translated into many languages. Five interpo-
lated sections were added to the original text of the letter in the 12" -13™ centuries.

John the Presbyter is presented in the Epistle as a ruler of the three India. On one
side, his kingdom extends to the territory of former Babylon. The letter lists various
wonders that can be seen in the kingdom of John the Presbyter. The inhabitants of his
kingdom are free from all kind of wickedness. The Samarkand Protopope, Patriarch
St. Thomas and the Archbishop of Susa are at the door of Presbyter. The state capital
is situated in Susa. The Epistle mentions the promise and/or wish of John the Presby-
ter, to march to the tomb of Christ and fight the unbelievers'.

The third (G) interpolation of the Epistle contains the episode of the peoples
locked up by Alexander the Great (§§ 15-20). The interpolation states that Alexan-
der the Great locked the Gog and Magog peoples (a total of 15 peoples) in the north
between extremely high mountains. John the Presbyter leads them to fight against
the enemies. (Because, according to Gog and Magog legend, these are cannibalistic
peoples.) When John the Presbyter brings them out for war and gives them proper
permission, (from the opposing side) there is no human or animal left who could es-
cape from being eaten. After all the enemies have been eaten, Presbyter John returns
them to their abode. He personally behaves so, because otherwise they would have
eaten all the people and animals. According to the prophecy, before the last period,
in the time of the Antichrist, these 15 peoples will come out of all four corners of
the earth and occupy all the dwellings of the saints, the great city of Rome. Their
number is as innumerable as the sand in the sea, and none of the kingdoms will be
able to resist them. However, according to the prophecy, these peoples will not be
able to attend the Day of Judgment because of their actions. Fire will come down

! Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. Erste Abhandlung, enthaltend Capitel I, II und III. In:
Abhandlungen der philologisch-historischen Classe der Koniglich Séchsischen Gesellschaft
der Wissenschaften, VII, Leipzig, 1879, pp. 909-924 [Latin text of epistle]; Oppert G. Der
Presbyter Johannes in Sage und Geschichte. Ein Beitrag zur Voelker und Kirchenhistorie und zur
Heldendichtung des Mittelalters. Berlin, 1870 (2. verbess. Aufl.), pp. 26-50 [German translation
of the letter].
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from heaven, and the wrath of God will destroy them so that not even ashes will
remain from them'.

Interpolation (C) must have been created before 1221%. The main source of the
interpolation must have been the Latin ,,Alexander’s novel“. The legend of Gog and
Magog is derived from the Bible?. Biblical transmission of apocalyptic Gog and Ma-
gog peoples has been linked, in Judeo-Hellenistic circles, to the motive of the Gates
built by Alexander the Great in the North, against the nomadic peoples. We find the
first basis of the legend with Josephus Flavius in the 1% century. Further, the trans-
mission took shape due to which Alexander the Great locked the peoples of Gog and
Magog in the North. Locked peoples were to leave their homes at the Judgment Day*.
Gog and Magog were identified with various peoples, mainly nomadic peoples, from
whom the local inhabitants expected threat.

From the 7™ century, the Syrian tradition: the ,Legend of Alexander” (629-630)
and, in particular, the Syrian ,Revelation” by Pseudo-Methodius (the end of the 7"
century), in connection with the closure of the peoples of Gog and Magog by Al-
exander the Great, became defining for Latin sources. The ,Revelation” by Pseu-
do-Methodius initially was translated into Greek (in 700-710) and from Greek into
Latin (in 710-720). Since then, the motive about the gates, built by Alexander the
Great, in its final form, was spread to the Latin West*> In the Syrian tradition, as well
as in the earlier Judeo-Hellenistic tradition, the Gates of Alexander the Great is un-
equivocally localized in the Caucasus. The place where Alexander the Great locked
the peoples, as a rule, was marked by the term ,Caspian Gates®. In the time of Em-
peror Nero (57 — 67), after Corbulo’s expeditions to Armenia, the Dariali Exit was
referred to as the ,Caspian Gates“. Alexander the Great built a gate there, between the

! Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. p. 911; Oppert G. Der Presbyter Johannes in Sage und Geschichte.
pp. 29-31; about legend of John the Presbyter see: Knefelkamp U. Die Suche nach dem Reich des
Priesterkonigs Johannes. Dargestellt anhand von Reiseberichten und anderen ethnographischen
Quellen des 12. bis 17. Jahrhunderts. Gelsenkirchen, 1986; Baum W. Die Verwandlungen des
Mythos vom Reich des Priesterkonigs Johannes: Rom, Byzanz und die Christen des Orients im
Mittelalter. Klagenfurt, 1999; Wagner B. Die Epistola presbiteri Johannis‘, lateinisch und deutsch,
Uberlieferung, Textgeschichte, Rezeption und Ubertragungen im Mittelalter, mit bisher unedierten
Texten (= Miinchener Texte und Untersuchungen zur deutschen Literatur des Mittelalters 115).
Tubingen, 2000; Badridze S. Georgia and Crusaders Tb., 1973, pp. 33-34; Badridze S. Crusaders
legend about David the builder and Demeter I. Georgia’s relations with Bisantium and west
Europe 10th-13th centuries, Tb., 1984 (in Georg.); Gogoladze A. About the historical and biblical
basis of the legend of John the Presbyter. Tb., 2005 (in Georg.).

2 Zarncke F. Der Priester Johannes. p. 893; Silverberg R. The Realm of Prester John. New York,
1972, p. 64.

* on the mentioned issue see: Van Donzel E. and Schmidt A. Gog and Magog in Early Syriac and
Islamic Sources, Sallam’s Quest for Alexander’s Wall (= Brill’s Inner Asian Library, vol. 22).
Leiden, 2009, pp. 4-5, 12-13.

*1bid, pp. 10-11, 23.

3 Ibid, pp. 13-30.
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two mountains'. Since Khosrow Anushirvan (531-579) built the Iron Gates and the
Caucasus border in Derbent, the legend of Alexander the Great was partially linked to
the city of Derbent as well. In this version, Alexander the Great locked the wild peo-
ples between the mountain and the sea and separated them from the rest of the world?.

In order to explain interpolation, it is also important to take into account the prac-
tice of the withdrawal of troops by the Georgian kings from the North Caucasus, con-
sidering the data of separate Latin references of the Middle Ages. There is abundant
information in the ancient Greek and Latin sources and also in ,Life of Kings® by
Leonti Mroveli, corroborating that the rulers of the Kingdom of Kartli (Iberia) used to
regularly bring military units via Darialito the wars waged in the Front Asia. In Cen-
tral Middle Ages, in 1060s, Bagrat IV revived this tradition, when twice during the
expeditions of the Grand Seljuk Sultan, Alf-Arslan, he transferred a significant Osse-
tian military force through Dariali, during a confrontation with the Amira of Gandza®.
David IV the Builder, brought in the Kipchaks through Dariali (1118)*, after which he
began foreign military expeditions. The Kipchaks and also the Ossetians (Alans) took
part in the battle of Didgori’. As noted about George 111, the Ossetians and Kipchaks,
when receiving his order, came and stood by him as many thousands of men as were
commanded®. George II1, together with the army of the Georgian Kingdom, withdrew
the Ossetian military force on the war against Ildegiz the Atabag of Persia’. During
the uprising against Tamar, Kipchaks and other Caucasian mountaineers fought on
Tamar’s side®. It is noted that Kipchaks were in the service of Queen Tamar before
the battle of Shamkori’. Tamar and Davit Soslan, when leaving Tbilisi, were met by
Ossetians and Kipchaks along with other military units, before setting off to Persia to

' Anderson A. R. ,Alexander at the Caspian Gates”. Transactions of the American Philological
Association, 59, 1928, pp. 135-139, 142-152.

2Van Donzel, Schmidt. Gog and Magog. pp. 51-56; see regarding the Alexander Macedonian’s Gate
esp.: Anderson A. R. Alexander’s Gate, Gog and Magog, and the Inclosed Nations, Cambridge.
Mass., 1932.

3 Chronicles of Kartli, The history of Kartli. I, text established according to all major manuscripts
by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 313 (in Georg.); Alemany A. Sources on the Alans. A Critical
Compilation (= Handbook of Oriental Studies, Sect. 8, Central Asia, Vol. 5). Leiden, 2000, p. 273.

4 Historian of David the Builder. Life of King David. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to
all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, pp. 335-337 (in Georg.).

° Davlianidze L. Notes of Mathew Urhaeli about David the Builder, Georgia in times of Shota
Rustaveli, collection devoted to the 800" birth anniversary of Shota Rustaveli, Tb., 1966, pp.
245-246 (in Georg.).

¢ Chronicler of Lasha-George. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major manuscripts
by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 367 (in Georg.).

7 History and admiration of Monarchs. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1959, p. 11 (in Georg.).

8 Ibid, p. 53.

° Ibid, p. 64.
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fight for Shamqori'. References show that in the 12" and the early13™ centuries, the
withdrawal of military units from the North Caucasus by the Georgian royal court to
the wars occurred regularly for some time, and it may be assumed that these measures
were carried out mainly through the Dariali.

Latin records of the 12" and early 13" centuries locate the Georgian Kingdom in
the immediate vicinity of the habitat of Gog and Magog: the note of Anselius the can-
tor of Holy Sepulcher, (12 century) states that the king David the Builder, similar to
his ancestors, held the Caspian Gates, restricting Gog and Magog, and guarded it. At
the time when this note had been written, his son [Demeter 1] performed this duty?. In
wHistory of Damietta® by Oliverus (1220-1221), Georgians are represented as Chris-
tians living in the vicinity of Persia, very far away from the Promised Land; The king-
dom of the Georgians extends to the Caspian Mountains, where the peoples locked
up by Alexander the Great await the coming of the Antichrist; At the appearance of
the Antichrist, locked peoples will break down obstacles and destroy everything’.
The Caspian Gates,byOliverus, (the locked peoples’ location) supposedly can denote
as DarialsoDerbent. The Caspian Gates forAnselus presumably implies the exit of
Darial, due to the note, that King David, similar to his ancestors, held this gates. The
Caspian Gates, on some of the world maps of the mentioned time, is located at the
Exit of Dariali: for example, on the world map of Guido (1119)* on the world map of
Lambert de Saint-Omer (1180)°; on the anonymous map of Isidore (11th-12th centu-
ries)®; on the world map of the Psalms of London (13" century)’.

Roger Bacon notes (1267) that the Mongols were locked inside the Gates of the
Caspian Sea and they destroyed it. The Franciscans passed this place (in the city
of Derbent) (Geeom Rub ruck’s travels 1253-55) when they were returning from
the Mongols. Based on the references of Jerome and Ethicus, Roger Bacon writes:
Alexander the Great fought against these nations but was unable to conquer them. If
Alexander the Great had not taken appropriate measures against these peoples, no
race would have been able to withstand their assaults. Due to the prayer of Alexander
the Great, the mountains on the opposite side approached each other in such a way

!'Ibid, p. 65.

2 Avalishvili Z. Since the time of Crusaders: four historical studies. Tb., 1989, pp. 17-18, 20 (in
Georg.).

3 Oliverus. Historia Damiatina. In: Die Schriften des Kélner Domscholasters, spéteren Bischofs
von Paderborn und Kardinal-Bischofs von S. Sabina Oliverus, hrsg. v. H. Hoogeweg, Tiibingen,
1894, pp. 232-233.

4Von den Brincken A.-D. ,Mundus figura rotunda“. In: Ornamenta Ecclesiae, Kunst und Kiinstler
der Romanik, 1. Katalog zur Ausstellung des Schniitgen-Museums in der Josef-Haubrich-
Kunsthalle, hrsg. v. A. Legner, K6ln, 1985, p. 102.

> Miller K. Mappaemundi. Die dltesten Weltkarten. H. 3. Stuttgart, 1895, tab. 4.

¢ Reichert F. Das Bild der Welt im Mittelalter. Darmstadt, 2013, pp. 24-25.

" Miller K. Mappaemundi. tab. 3.
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that there was only space for one chariot, where he erected an amazing gates'. Roger
Bacon located the Caspian Gates in Derbent (between the mountain and the sea) due
to the current reports. But for its description he quoted a note from the source, charac-
terizing the Caspian Gates, as located at the exit of Dariali (between two mountains).

The situation is similar in Marco Polo’s note: The Caspian Gates (,Iron Gates)
is Derbent for Marco Polo; but from the source he also took a description of Darial
(current information to be consistent with the data of tradition) and mentions the clo-
sure of the peoples between the two mountains by Alexander the Great. However, he
noted that the Kipchaks used to live there at that time, along with a number of other
peoples, not the Mongols?.

Different opinions were expressed on intention of the author of the Epistle: he
probably wanted to create a well-read text from which the reader would receive in-
formation about the wonders of the East, and thus the text would be a good way to
pass the time; Perhaps the author wanted to raise the motivation of the Crusaders that
a powerful Christian monarch would come to help them, or perhaps the Epistle is a
monument to utopian literature; In this case the Epistle offers the reader a picture
of an ideal state and an ideal society. The ideal figure of Jon the Presbyter, uniting
secular and ecclesiastical authorities, created a contrast on the background of fierce
controversy between the Pope and the Emperor?.

Here I would like to make a few observations regarding the definition of interpo-
lation. When the author of the interpolation included an episode of Locked Peoples in
the text, the epistle in this regard was really enriched by another additional miracle.
In terms of geographical context, the placement of the Gog and Magog peoples in
the kingdom of Presbyter John is correct. For the reason that, due to the not interpo-
lated text, the kingdom of Presbyter John includes the Caucasus and its surrounding
area (because his kingdom is inhabited by Amazons). When the kingdom of John
the Presbyter is denoted by the terms ,India“ or , Three India®, the conversion of the
Caucasus territory into the Kingdom of John also poses no difficulty.

According to the original text of the Epistle, the kingdom of Presbyter John cov-
ers vast areas of the Asian continent: directly India (where the Brahmins live), Persia
(where Susa, the capital of his kingdom is situated), Central Asia (the Protopope of
Samarkand is at his court), the kingdom extends to the tower of Babel. When the
author of the epistle refers to the vast territories of Asia in the terms ,,India“ (, Three

"' Roger Bacon. Opus Majus. Ed. by J. H. Bridges, Vol. I, Oxford, 1897, pp. 268, 302-304, 364-365;
Roger Bacon. The Opus Majus. Translated by R. B. Burke, I, Philadelphia, 1928, pp. 289-290,
322-323, 381-382.

2Marco Polo. Von Venedig nach China. hrsg. v. Th. A. Knust, Darmstadt, 1983, pp. 42-45; Anderson.
»Alexander at the Caspian Gates”. pp. 159-160.

3 Marco Polo. Von Venedig nach China. hrsg. v. Theodor A. Knust, Darmstadt, 1983, pp. 42-45;
AndersonAndrew Runni. ,Alexander at the Caspian Gates ,,. pp. 159-160.

126



India®), in this case, he follows the geographical tradition of the Medieval Latin West.
The terms ,, India”“ or ,, Three Indies” referred to both relatively distant and closer parts
of Asia, often to East Africa, Ethiopia!. The boundaries between the Front Asia and
India were not sharply separated: for example, with Ethicus Ester (4th-8th centuries),
the author first seeks Noah’s Ark in Armenia, between the Caucasus Mountains and
the upper stream of Ganges, and then moves directly to India®. The anonymous ge-
ographer from Raven (VII-VIII centuries) distinguishes three Indians: first, Dimiri-
ka-Evilatin the Far East; The second, Thermantica-Elamitis (Persian territory east
of the lower reaches of the Tigris, around Susa) and the third, Serika-Bactriana, the
eastern area from the Caspian Sea®.

Honorius Augustodunensis (12" c.) speaks of the Caspian Mountains in India,
from which the Caspian Sea took its name. He then says that right there (thus in India)
Alexander the Great locked the peoples of Gog and Magog between the mountain
and the sea (respectively Derbent)’. Gottfried Witterboel (1125-1202) notes in his
»Pantheon®, how Alexander the Great locked the apocalyptic peoples of Gog and Ma-
gog on the borders of India’. A little later, Gottfried again refers to Gog and Magog,
who were locked by Alexander the Great on the Caspian Sea, and the (Byzantine)
emperor Heracles released them from the open gates—Derbent?®.

Medieval Europeans before the thirteenth century had much less information
about the Caucasus and, in general, about the East, in comparison with the ancient
Greeks and Latins. In the Middle Ages, up to the 13th century, the Caucasus was a
kind of intermediate link for the Latins to the fabulous East: on the one hand they had
some factual information about the region, but on the other hand it was not a familiar
space to them, and the current information was not sufficient for modifying the geo-
graphical picture of the region, existing before 1221.

The term ,,Caspian Gates® is not applied in interpolation when dealing with the
location where the peoples were locked, but, due to the description, it should imply
the exit of Dariali, where the gates was made between high mountains’. However,

! Gregor H. Das Indienbild des Abendlandes (bis zum Ende des 13. Jahrhunderts). Wien, 1964, pp. 14-
16; Simek R. Erde und Kosmos im Mittelalter. Das Weltbild vor Kolumbus. Miinchen, 1992, p. 80.

2 Gregor. Das Indienbild des Abendlandes. pp. 21-22.

3 Ravennas Anonymus. Cosmographia: Eine Erdbeschreibung um das Jahr 700. Ubers. u. hrsg. v. J.
Schmetz, Uppsala, 1951, p. 25.

* Honorius Augustodunensis. De Imagine Mundi. Patrologia Latina 172, ed. J.-P. Migne, Paris,
1895, p. 123.

* Gow A. C. The red Jews. Antisemitism in an apocalyptic Age 1200-1600 (= Studies in Medieval
and Reformation Thought, Vol. 55). Leiden, 1995, p. 313.

¢ Godefridi Viterbiensis Pantheon sive Memoria saeculorum. Patrologia Latina, 198, ed. J.-P.
Migne, Paris, 1855, p. 913.

7 On the localization of the Caspian Gate in the Darialiexitin John the Presbyter’s epistle. See also:
Gogoladze A., Gogoladze M. Question of theorigin of the term - ,Gate of Alexander. historical-
ethnological researches, 2010, Ne12, pp. 33-34.
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the author of the interpolation must have derived the motive directly from the source.
But the motive for the regular withdrawal of peoples from the territory beyond the
mountains (the Caucasus) by the Christian king on a regular basis and then their re-
turn must be taken directly from current history. With the materials at my disposal,
it does not seem to have appeared in the sources. The author must have had definite
information about regular withdrawal of units on wars through the Caspian Gates,
where the peoples of Gog and Magog are locked (the Latins should have already had
this information from the time of David IV, when the Crusaders fought on war of
Didgori). The similar model of regular bringing peoples from beyond the mountains
by the Christian king on war and then sending them back, seems to be unfamiliar
elsewhere in medieval history. This motive provides an additional basis to specify
the location of locked peoples, of interpolation, at the Darial exit (when at the end
the Interpolation mentions the recent moving of the Gog and Magog peoples from
all four corners of the world, in this case the author already follows the tradition of
wrevelation®).

The figure of Presbyter John, though holding in his hand the Gates, built by Al-
exander the Great, differs from the model of the tradition of Alexander the Great:
Alexander the Great simply locked these peoples; but with Presbyter John, there is
a partial domestication of them because Presbyter John leads them to war with the
opponents of Christianity. However, we do not know who these opponents are. It is
also difficult to say how ,historic“ the kingdom of Presbyter John is, or it might be
interpreted to be beyond the borders, in the fabulous East, where in fact the Muslim
states were predominantly extended.

Interpreting of interpolation itself and its particular details is associated with cer-
tain difficulties: the motive for eating opponents was taken by the author from an
existing source about the Gog and Magog peoples. If we comprehend the Epistle as a
text that might have been a kind of mirror for medieval people, this motive could be
regarded as a satire and a manifestation of one of the vices (which could have been
directed against the Patriarch of Rome and the supporters of the German emperor, or
it might have had kind of general character); The interpolation episode may also have
been satirically viewed owing to the fact that the peoples of the End of Days (who are
to leave their dwellings on the Day of Judgment) leave their habitat from time to time
and arrange campaigns; To some extent we are dealing with a paradox when John
the Presbyter leads the locked up peoples to war (for Christianity), and on the Day
of Judgment these peoples would be punished by God (Supposedly, fighting against
opponents of Christianity alone is not enough to inherit the kingdom).

In this case we may think whether there is a critique of the Crusades given in the
Interpolation, specifically the IV Crusade, which would be important for dating the
third Interpolation of the epistle; Moreover, if, according to the covenant, in connec-
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tion with the liberation of Jerusalem, Presbyter John would also take the locked up
peoples to Jerusalem, which seems probable, then it had to be the End of time. But
according to the final part of the interpolation, these peoples are punished by the
Lord (while, they could help the Presbyter John during the liberation of Jerusalem, or
they might even provide assistance again before the Day of Judgment). The question
arises whether the power over the apocalyptic peoples of Gog and Magog is carrying
a negative connotation for John the Presbyter.

Then here is some critique of Presbyter John as a representative of the Christian
East (although such an explanation should not be consistent with the picture given in
the main body of the Epistle); Or, it can be assumed that the author considered per-
missible for Christians to fight together with non-Christians for some time against the
opponents of Christians; Since Gog and Magog are partially domesticated by taking
them to war against non-Christians, we might think that the author wants to point to
the prophecy of the peaceful coming of peoples to the Holy Land instead of a darker
picture of ,Revelation“. But such an explanation is complicated by the final part of
the interpolation, where the peoples of Gog and Magog are punished in the same way
as in the ,Revelation“ of the Apostle John; The episode of the campaign of the Gog
and Magog peoples can also be interpreted as a sign of the upcoming End of Time,
as John the Presbyter has the features of an apocalyptic figure in the non-interpolated
text of the Epistle. In this case, we can assume that the author received topical infor-
mation on how peoples (Gog and Magog) used to penetrate on a regular basis through
the gates, built by Alexander the Great,by order of the Christian king. He could not
find an explanation and included it in the text as a miracle, in the sense of approach-
ing the Day of Judgment.

In conclusion, it should be mentioned that the interpolation does not allow us to
interpret it univocally, and it is desirable to work on its interpretation envisaging the
main text of the Epistle and the data of other interpolations.
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