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1. Trifles. Susan Glaspell. New York: Frank Shay, 1916.

2. https://americanliterature.com/author/susan-glaspell

Ana Kvinikadze,
PhD student of Art studies
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University

Susan Glaspell’s “Trifles” as an Example of Feminist Drama
Summary

American playwright, novelist and actress Susan Glaspell is recognized as a pioneer feminist
writer and the first important American female playwright. She made a great contribution to the
development of the American Theatre. With her husband George Cram Cook, she founded the
Provincetown Players, the first modern American theatre company. Productions presented by
them contributed to the creation of the first experimental drama in the United States. They gave
space to young playwrights, and this was a kind of reaction to Broadway hegemony, which
made the role of small theatres visible in the development of Performing Art.
Today, a small coastal resort town of Provincetown in Massachusetts (founded by Plymouth
Pilgrims in 1620) is rightly considered the birthplace of modern American drama.
If we look at the history of drama written by women, we will see that the development of
gender drama has had to overcome great obstacles. Even in order to gain basic rights, women
needed struggle, and their activities were always considered provocative by society. Women had
to give up a lot to gain freedom of writing, but it was worth it. In the 20th century, women's
social activity no longer surprised anyone, the number of both women writers and playwrights
increased, and with them, we got a whole series of original plays, which was often associated

with the birth of a new theatre. This was also the case with Susan Glaspell.



Susan Glaspell was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1931 for the play “Alison's House”. Despite this
important award and recognition, Glaspell's role in the development of modern American
theatre and drama is not studied properly.

Susan Glaspell's plays, as well as her entire work, address to social issues, including gender,
which will be mainline of my report. I will try to discuss “Trifles” as an example of early

feminist drama.



