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LATE PALEOLITHIC GRAPHIC IMAGES FROM AGTSA CAVE
Summanr

There s no rescarch about the late Paleshithic graphic images lromrApgisa ciave, eacepl lorune arlicle,
published by the archealogist V. Soloviov. the discoverer of the cave.

The Agtsacave s located in 8 km Trom Akhali Athoni, the wwnship Anukhva, in Abkhazia. 1 here are
the pictures scribbled on the walls of the cave. situated on inaccessihie rock. These pietures Qi in o thice
chronological periods: On the lelt side ol the entrance. on the souta wall. there are images ol the late
Paleolithic period. They are kept on the lowest level of the wall. dispersed like a strap, The planc 1+
covered with a multitude of lines and dashes. Om thal planc a lgure. branching ot the vertical axis. i
expressly carved. The geometric contbinations. madz by tnpractsed hands. are distinctive for diflerent
couniries - central Lurope. Atviva. eic. The closest parallels are the graphic figures of Mgvimeyi near the
Chistura, in the Imeret region.

According to ethnographical data these figures express the cosmogony ol ancient people. Thes are
related Lo the vital elements ol the universe. with the sun. fire. earth. and wuter. [tappears that these
clements were the objects of magic obseryances laking place inthis cave. In Agtsa the sacred concepts
arc expressed specifically by the conventioral sighs of the sunray, rinand vegetal mott. The vegetal moul
is most remarkable and is considered asan early form of'the tree ol life.

By itsstvle ol exeeution and technique Agtsais o lypieal sample of the late Paleolithic period. 11 extends
the research area [rom the point of view ol exploring piclures scribbled on a rock.
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