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valaSkertis saepiskoposo

qarTul da somxur werilobiT wyaroebSi ramdenjerme ixsenie-

ba valaSkerteli episkoposi. cnobebi saepiskoposos Sesaxeb metad 

mwiria. Cans, is daarsda ara ugvianes XI saukunis 20-iani wlebis 

dasawyisisa, vinaidan CvenTvis cnobili pirveli (da, jerjerobiT, 

erTaderTi) qarTveli valaSkerteli mwyemsmTavari zaqaria aqti-

ur monawileobas iRebda saqarTvelo-bizantiis 1021-1022 wlebis 

samSvidobo molaparakebebSi.1 qarTuli samarTlis Zeglebidan ki 

irkveva, rom lixTameris saeklesio organizaciaSi ocdaTxuTmet 

ierarqTagan es mamamTavari pativiT ocdamexuTe iyo, Semdegi rigi-

TobiT: niqozeli, valaSkerteli, bolneli da a.S.;2 mesxeTis camet 

episkoposTa Soris ki mas mecxre adgili epyra _ eruSnelis Semdeg 

da anelis win.3

saepiskoposos istoriis sxvadasxva etapis rekonstruirebisT-

vis ZiriTadi amosavali misi geografiaa. 

va laS ker te lis sam wyso, „samcxe-saaTabagos mRvdelmTavarTa 

da mwyemsTa nusxis“ mixedviT, Semdeg Temebs moicavda: „...yaR-

ze vans zeiTi,4 va laS kerts aqaT xi nu si da dev bo ins aqe Ti“.5 deve 

boÁunis mTebi, Turqi avtorebis Tanaxmad, arzrums (evfratis xe-

obas) basianisgan (araqsis xeobisgan) sazRvravda,6 xolo vaxuStis 

1  aristakes lastiverteci 1974, 45, 51.
2  doliZe 1965, 49.
3  doliZe 1970, 245.
4  „ya(R)zevans zeiTi“ damowmebuli gvaqvs gamocemebSi: baqraZe 1987, 

77 da Jordania 1897, 53-54; sxvagan (TayaiSvili 1907, 77; doliZe 

1970, 245) sityva „zeiTi“ aklia. es ki qmnis iseT STabeWdilebas, 

TiTqos yaRzevani//kaRzevani erTdroulad valaSkertelsac eq-

vemdebareboda da karel episkopossac.
5  doliZe 1970, 245.
6  evlia Celebi 1971, 207.

humanitaruli kvlevebi, weliwdeuli   2013
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„geografiiT“, irijlu-devaboinis mTebi araqsis xeobas evfrat-

Woroxis xeobebisgan gamohyofda.7 maSasadame, „devboins aqeTi“ 

evfrat-araqsis wyalgamyofi qedis aRmosavleT da Worox-araqsis 

wyalgamyofis samxreT kalTebs (CrdiloeTis kalTebi, imave wya-

ros mixedviT, mTlianad banisa da iSxnis eparqiebSi Sedis), anu 

araqsis marcxena sanapiroze ganfenil CrdiloeT basians unda gu-

lisxmobdes. yaRzevani istoriuli qalaqi da olqia araqsis zemo 

welis marjvena sanapiroze; „yaR ze vans zeiTi“, SeiZleba, mis dasav-

leTiT mdebare samxreT basians (abnikis Tems), an samxreTiT (maR-

la) momijnave valaSkertis qveyanas gulisxmobdes. valaSkerti anu 

Zveli bagrevandi somxuri wyaroebisa evfrat-arawanis (murad-sus) 

saTaveebs moicavda da valaSkertelis samwysos ukidures samxreT-

aRmosavleT olqs warmoadgenda. valaSkertis eparqiis samxreT-

dasavleT sazRvars ki xinusi gansazRvravda _ xinusis cixis (Turq. 

xnus-yala) qveyana arzrumidan samxreT-aRmosavleTiT mdebareob-

da8 da CrdiloeTiT bingiolis mTebamde vrceldeboda;9 mTebs iqiT 

basiani iwyeboda.10 amrigad, valaSkertis saepiskoposo basianisa da 

bagrevandis qveynebs moicavda.11 Crdilo-dasavleTidan da dasav-

leTidan mas banisa da iSxnis saepiskoposoebi esazRvreboda; amaT-

gan kargafazaris mTebi hyofda, xolo Crdilo-aRmosavleTidan _ 

karis saepiskoposo, romlisgan imew-soRanluRisa12 da agridaRis 

qedebiT imijneboda.

basianisa da bagrevandis qveynebi qarTul saxelmwifos sxva-

dasxva dros daukavSirda. basiani qarTlis (iberiis) samefos 

nawilad ukve elinisturi xanidan moiazreboda _ Zv.w. II sauku-

nis berZeni avtoris, apolodores, cnobiT, romelic strabonis 

7  vaxuSti 1997, 123, 140-143.
8  Sdr. baqraZe 1987, 77, Sen. 65; berZniSvili 1966, 63; atlasi 2003, 

55.
9  qaTib Celebi 1978, 164.
10  abulaZe 1983,53.
11  berZniSvili 1966, 63; atlasi 2003, 55.
12  karis, anu yarsis maRlobisa da basianis vakis gamyofi mTebi _ ix. 

javaxiSvili 1998, 246; Sdr. Hewsen 2001, 63, 115.
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„geografiam“ Semoinaxa, iberebsa da armenielebs md. araqsi hyof-

da.13 mkvlevarTa samarTliani miTiTebiT, am cnobaSi mdinaris 

zemo weli, basian-vanandi igulisxmeba pirvel rigSi.14 amave miwebs 

„pariadres kalTebis“ saxeliT icnobs strabonic15 da asaxelebs im 

qveynebs Soris, romlebic armeniam miitaca iberiisgan Zv.w. II-I sau-

kuneebSi.16 axali welTaRricxvis pirvel saukuneebSi basiani kvlav 

qarTlis samefos sazRvrebSia.17 mogvianebiT (III s.?) is didi somxe-

Tis kulturul-politikursa da socialur-ekonomikur orbitaSi 

eqceva da ase grZeldeba ramdenime saukune.

basianis renacionalizaciis procesi X saukunidan iwyeba. qa-

rTvelma bagrationebma SesaniSnavad isargebles regionSi berZen-

arabTa sabrZolo moqmedebebis ganaxlebiT, im mniSvnelovani ro-

liT, romelsac maT keisrebi akisrebdnen18 da X s-is 20-iani wlebis 

miwurulisaTvis TiTqmis mTeli basiani da Teodosiupoli daika-

ves. saimperatoro kars sulac ar eWaSnika qristian mokavSireTa es 

gamarjveba. xangrZlivi molaparakebebis Semdeg gadawyda, rom „...

mdinare eraqsi anu fasisi yofiliyo orives (e.i. bizantiis imperi-

is da „qarTvelTa samefos“ _ g.W.) sazRvrad, da isinic (e.i. taoeli 

bagrationebi _ g.W.) unda dakmayofildnen am mflobelobiT da 

meti aRar moiTxovon“.19

qarTvelebs bedi amis Semdegac swyalobda: 979 wels basili 

keisarma daviT kurapalats samxedro daxmarebis sanacvlod „zemo 

qveynebi“ _ xaldo-ariWi kele-siriiT, Cor-mairi, karini, basiani,20 

sevukis cixe mardaliis olqSi, harqi da apahuniqi21 _ dauTmo. da-

viTis xelT gaerTianda miwebi, romlebzec umniSvnelovanesi savaW-

13  yauxCiSvili 1957, 81
14  ʂʺˏˆкˆ˦ʵˆˏˆ 1959, 291; musxeliSvili 1977, 56.
15  WeiSvili 1986, 122-123.
16  yauxCiSvili 1957, 189.
17  vaSakiZe 2009, 269; WeiSvili 1997, 361.
18  yauxCiSvili 1952, 260-273.
19  iqve, 273.
20  savaraudod, abnikis mxare _ Sdr. ingoroyva 1954, 67.
21  А˖˓ˠˆк 1864, 135.
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ro _ satranzito da strategiuli gzebi22 _ maT Soris, Savi da 

kaspiis zRvebis damakavSirebeli „sparseTisken mimamavali gza“ (bi-

zantiuri pespeqtiva)23 da evfrat-araqsis xeobebidan vanis tbisken 

mimavali „(didi) samefo gza“24 _ gadioda.25 

saqarTvelos mesveurT gza exsnebodaT xlaTis, arWeSisa da 

berkrisken, amas ki udidesi mniSvneloba hqonda Tavad bizantiis 

imperiis usafrTxoebisaTvis: `Tu es sami cixe, _ wers konstantine 

porfirogeneti, _ mefis mflobelobaSi iqneba, sparselTa jari 

romaniis winaaRmdeg wamosvlas ver SesZlebs, radgan isini roma-

niisa da armeniis SuaSi arian da warmoadgenen jarebisTvis Robe-

sa da safars~.26 swored amitomac iyo, rom daviT kurapalati ase 

mondomebiT aTavisuflebda keisrisgan `nawyalobev~ miwa-wyals, 

poziciebis gansamtkiceblad iq qarTvelebsa da somxebs asaxlebda, 

ar jerdeboda mxolod `naCuqars~ da sabrZolo moqmedebebi kidev 

ufro samxreTiT (xlaTis alya) gadahqonda.27 mahmadian mbrZane-

blebTan brZolebi daviT III bagrevandSic, cixe-qalaq valaSkert-

Tan da suqavis mTebTan, gadaixada.28 wyaroebi ar amboben, rom 

kurapalati daepatrona am qveyanas _ X s-is dasawyisSi es mxare 

somex bagratunebs ekuTvnoda29 da misi politikuri statusi arc 

aswleulis miwuruls Cans Secvlili.30 

daviT III-is gardacvalebis Semdeg zemo qveynebi samudamod mo-

swyda qarTul saxelmwifos, xolo basiani TiTqmis ori saukunis 

manZilze xan bizantielTa, xan ki Turq-selCukTa mflobelobaSi 

rCeboda. mesxeTis qveynebis da maT Soris, basianis gawmenda sel-

22  yauxCiSvili 1952, 270-271.
23  aristakes lastiverteci 1974, 51.
24  ɫʺʵ˓ˑʹ 1862, 103.
25  ʂаˑаˑʹˮˑ 1930, 143-145, 149-154. 
26  yauxCiSvili 1952, 273.
27  А˖˓ˠˆк 1864, 191-196.
28  iqve, 192, 195.
29  ioane drasxanakerteli 1965, 145, 161; stefane mtbevari 1963: 175.
30  Hewsen 2001, 113, 115; atlasi 2003, 18; Sdr. ingoroyva 1954, 67, 

526; metreveli 1996, 190.
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CukTagan daviT aRmaSenebelma daiwyo31 da misma memkvidreebma _ 

giorgi III da Tamarma _ gaagrZeles.32 qarTvelTa araerTi warmate-

buli laSqrobis miuxedavad, politikuri geografia araqsis zemo 

welze ucvleli rCeboda: stefanos orbelianis miTiTebiT, XII s-is 

80-90-ian wlebSi basiani arzrumis amiras samflobelod iTvlebo-

da; mijnakertSi aRmoCenili samSeneblo warwerac mowmobs, rom es 

qveyana salTukid amira abu-mansurs (1197-1201) ekuTvnoda.33

XIII saukunis dasawyisSi, rogorc amas stefanos orbeliani 

gvauwyebs, zaqaria da ivane mxargrZelebma gamoixsnes somxeTi 

`sparsTagan~ da aiRes arani vidre qvemo basianamde34 da barkuSa-

tidan (sivnieTi) vidre mijnakertamde,35 daipyres kari da vaRarSa-

kerti da kaRzevani da sxv.36 `samSvildidan valaSkertamde~ qvey-

nebis ganTavisuflebaze mxiTar airivanecic mogviTxrobs.37 orive 

avtorTan sxvadasxva drois gamarjvebebia `Sejamebuli~; qvemo ba-

sians da valaSkerts isini saqarTvelos samefos sazRvrebs miaTv-

lian (berZniSvili 1966, 61; Sdr. jafariZe 1995, 156-157).38 

somex istorikosTa cnobebs basianisa da valaSkertis Semo-

erTebis Sesaxeb bagavanis warwera (ix. qvemoT) da qarTul wyaroTa 

monacemebic exmianeba: `da sxua Semoixuewa (giorgi IV-m _ g.W.) kar-

31  daviTis istorikosi 1955, 333, 344.
32  istoriani da azmani 1959, 17, 38, 78.
33  jafariZe 1995, 83.
34  somxuri wyaroebi asxvaveben zemo (ì»ñÇÝ ´³ë»Ý) da qvemo 

(Ü»ñùÇÝ ´³ë»Ý) basians; basiani mdinaris dinebis mixedviT iyofo-

da: hasan-yala da avniqi zemo basianSi eqceoda, xolo xorasani, 

ziuini, mijnakerti da gaCevani _ qvemo basianSi (hakob karneci: 

45-47; jafariZe 1995, 153). 
35  basianis aRmosavleTi Temi araqsis marcena sanapiroze _ Sdr. 

berZniSvili 1966, 60.
36  stefanos orbeliani 1978, 55, 126.
37  mxiTar airivaneci 1990, 81.
38  sainteresoa, rom sxva somexi istorikosebi, romlebic aseve 

detalurad CamoTvlian mxargrZelebis mier SemoerTebul mi-

wa-wyals, arc basiansa da arc valaSkerts ar axseneben (Кˆ˕ак˓˖ 
ɫаˑʹзакʺˢˆ 1976, 118-119, vardani 2002, 156, 158).
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nu-qalaqeli moyurad da erTgulad saxlisa misisa. Cadga basians 

da mun iTamaSes da gaisuenes erTgan. aiRo keCroli Salva Torel-

man misiTa ÃrmliTa da omiTa misaTxrobeliTa...~39 motanili frag-

mentis politikur-geografiuli konteqsti (karnu-qalaqis mox-

arkeoba, keCrolis aReba) eWvs ar unda tovebdes, rom XIII saukunis 

10-iani wlebisaTvis basiani saqarTvelos saxelmwifos nawilia. 

misi Semomtkiceba basianis brZolis Semdeg unda momxdariyo40 _ am 

droisaTvis taoc sabolood gawmendilia selCukebisgan da kari 

da misi mimdgomi qveynebic qarTvelebs aqvT dakavebuli; arzru-

mis vasalobac41 saamisod SesaniSnav garemos qmnida. amgvar daskv-

nas, vfiqrobT, verc is faqti ewinaaRmdegeba, rom iakuTis abniqis 

(uniqis) „gamagrebuli cixe basianis olqSi, arzan rumis miwaze“ 

aqvs naCvenebi,42 xolo zeda da qveda basianis „dedaqalaqad“, erT-

erT fakihze dayrdnobiT, arzan rumi aqvs dasaxelebuli.43 saqme 

isaa, rom arzrumis kuTvnili basianis centrad aq abniki gamodis, 

anu maincdamainc araqsis marjvena sanapiroze ganlagebul zeda 

da qveda basianzea TiTqos saubari. aseTi gaazrebis SemTxvevaSi ki 

saqarTvelos samefos samxreT-dasavleTi sazRvari araqsze unda 

gavataroT. SeiZleba, iakuTis cnoba jalal-ed-inis laSqrobebiT 

Seqmnil politikur viTarebas asaxavdes, saxeldobr, xvarazmelTa 

mier qarTvelebis gamodevnas islamuri miwebidan44 da saqarTvelos 

teritoriebis gadacemas mahmadiani mokavSireebisaTvis.45 

XIII s-is miwurulisTvis mogvepoveba JamTaaRmwerlis uTum-

cao Cveneba, rom basiani da tao saqarTveloSi Semomavali provin-

ciebia, ufro zustad, `tasiskariTgan vidre basianadmde~ jayelTa 

39  laSa-giorgis droindeli mematiane 1955, 370.
40  Sdr. jafariZe 1995, 83, 156-157.
41  istoriani da azmani 1959, 100; basili ezosmoZRvari 1959, 133, 

147; laSa-giorgis droindeli mematiane 1955, 370; JamTaaRmwere-

li 1959, 151; Кˆ˕ак˓˖ ɫаˑʹзакʺˢˆ 1976, 118.
42  iakuTi 1964, 19.
43  iqve, 26.
44  аˑ-ʃа˖аʵˆ 1996, 149.
45  iqve, 186.
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`queSe dawesebulni~ qveynebia.46 samcxis mTavrebma basiani, rogorc 

Cans, 40-iani wlebis bolosTvis SeierTes,47 mas Semdeg rac samxreT 

tao (olTisi da buRaTayuri) gawmindes mahmadian dampyrobTagan.48 

rac Seexeba valaSkerts (bagrevands): bagavanis 2010/2011 ww. 

(?) warweris49 safuZvelze varaudoben, rom XIII s-is dasawyisSi bag-

revandis olqi saqarTvelos samefoSi Semodioda.50 SesaZloa, es 

asec iyo. yovel SemTxvevaSi, is maleve unda daebrunebina xlaTis 

sultans.51 misi xelaxali SemoerTeba XIII s-is 30-ian wlebSi moxerx-

da: JamTaaRmwerlis cnobiT, SanSe mandaturTuxucess valaSker-

ti da surbmari yara-xanis urdoebis Semosevamde, `mas Jamsa oden 

aReRo~.52 qarTveli mematianis cnobas, garkveulwilad, exmianeba 

somex avtorTa Cvenebebic. kirakos ganZakeci wers, rom monRoleb-

ma „daipyres qalaqi surbmari, romelic cota xniT adre SanSem da 

avagma waarTves mahmadianebs“;53 stefanos episkoposi ki surbmaris 

aRebas 1235 wliT aTariRebs.54 XIII saukunis bolosTvis politikuri 

geografia da sazRvrebi kvlav icvleba55 _ raSid ad-dinis Tanax-

mad, abniki, saqarTvelos msgavsad, damoukidebeli vilaieTia;56 ham-

dallah yazvini ki abnikis cixes rums miaTvlis,57 xolo valaSker-

tis (Valāsjird) cixe-qalaqs did somxeTSi anu xlaTis TumanSi aT-

avsebs.58 Tu sparsel geografosTan asaxuli viTareba Tanadrou-

46  JamTaaRmwereli 1959, 311-312.
47  Sdr. atlasi 2003, 30-33.
48  JamTaaRmwereli 1959, 213-214; jafariZe 1995, 190-193.
49  darCiaSvili 2010, 154.
50  jafariZe 1995, 171; darCiaSvili 2010, 60-61.
51  аˑ-ʃа˖аʵˆ 1996, 241; iakuTi 1964, 36; JamTaaRmwereli 1959, 186; ja-

fariZe 1995, 171.
52  JamTaaRmwereli 1959, 212.
53  Кˆ˕ак˓˖ ɫаˑʹзакʺˢˆ 1976, 166-167.
54  ɫаˏ˖˘ˮˑ 1962, 34.
55  javaxiSvili 1982, 96.
56  ʇа˦ˆʹ аʹ-ɮˆˑ 1971, 271.
57  Hamd-Allāh Qazwīn 1919, 96.
58  iqve, 101.
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lia, gamodis, rom abniki (Tuki odesme ekuTvnoda saqarTvelos) da 

valaSkerti saqarTvelos samefodan Tavis uwindel mflobelebs 

dabrunebia. abnikis mxare rums, albaT, im dros gadaeca, rodesac, 

al-axaris sityviT, „Cobanma mTeli msoflio daimorCila“ da „rumi 

damir-taSs misca...“59 sainteresoa, rom sparseli geografosis 

mixedviT, rumis olqi emijneba saqarTvelos, maSin roca xlaTsa 

da saqarTvelos saerTo sazRvari aRar aqvT.60 marTlac, surbmari 

da, masTan erTad, SesaZlebelia, yaRzevanic, adarbaijanis naxW-

evnis dumans ekuTvnoda.61 araqsis marjvena sanapirosTan erTad 

saqarTvelo kargavs marcxena sanapirosac _ dvinsa da Saruris mx-

ares.62 unda vifiqroT, rom es cvlilebebi monRolTa iniciativiT 

xdeba; isini ewinaaRmdegebian saqarTvelos sazRvrebis gafarToe-

bas samxreTisken, Tanac upiratesobas axlad gamahmadianebuli il-

xanTa kari isev da isev mahmadian qveSevrdomebs aZlevs. ilxanTa 

dainteresebas basianisadmi hamdallah yazvinis kidev erTi cnoba 

mowmobs, abnikis cixe-qalaqs rom Seexeba: „is Seix hasanma, haji 

tuRai sutais Zem aago, xolo emir Seix hasan Cupanma qalaqi nan-

grevebad aqcia“.63 rogorc Cans, laparakia XIV s-is 30-ian ww. say-

aenoSi mimdinare Sidafeodaluri brZolebis erT-erT epizodze, 

romelSic Coban noinisa da xaji satais STamomavlebi upirispird-

ebodnen64 da romelic basianSi gaTamaSda. isic sainteresoa, rom 

cnobili Coban-qefrus ageba, aseve, „CobanianTa sagvareulos erT-

erT meliqs“ miewereboda.65 

CrdiloeT basiani samcxe-saaTabagosa da, maSasadame, saqarT-

velos SemadgenlobaSi rCeboda. Turq avtorTa Sromebidan iseTi 

STabeWdileba iqmneba, TiTqos basiani XV saukunis II naxevridan jer 

uzun-hasanis TeTrbatknianebs, xolo Semdeg yara-iusufis STamo-

59  аˏ-Аˠа˕ˆ 1984, 104.
60  Hamd-Allāh Qazwīn 1919,  95, 100.
61  iqve, 90.
62  аˏ-Аˠа˕ˆ 1984, 115.
63  Hamd-Allāh Qazwīn 1919,  96.
64  аˏ-Аˠа˕ˆ 1984, 113-119.
65  evlia Celebi 1971, 210.
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maval Savbatknianebs epyraT.66 magram uzun-hasanis Tanamedrove 

basianelebi Tavis statuss gansxvavebulad aRiqvamdnen: 1477 wliT 

daTariRebul erT somxur anderZ-minawerSi naTqvamia, rom „dai-

wera es saxareba ... basianis gavarSi, sofelSi, romelsac hqvia ege-

pati, sastik, ukeTur droSi... [wigni daiwera] saqarTveloSi bagra-

tis mefobisas, yoryores aTabagobisas ... uzun hasanis dros“.67 ma-

Sasadame, basianis mkvidrT Tavisi qveyana saqarTvelos sazRvrebSi 

warmoedginaT, siuzerenebad _ saqarTvelos mefe da samcxis aTaba-

gi, uzenaes xelmwifed _ uzun-hasani. sul male aTabagebi ise mom-

Zlavrdnen, rom araTu basianis SenarCunebas, arzrumis dapatrone-

basac ki cdiloben.68 amgvari viTareba XVI s-is I naxevramde grZel-

deboda. 1530-ian wlebSi Sedgenili erTi Turquli dokumentis 

mixedviT, „gza saqarTvelos qveynisaken bingiolis saxeliT cno-

bili ialaRidan gadis basianis dablobze, avniqis cixis marcxniv, 

Cobanis xidis axlos, SeiZleba TviTon Cobanis xidze gavliTac... 

saqarTvelos teritoriaze xsenebuli basianis olqSi Sesvlisas 

marjvniv dablobi gxvdeba. mis marjvniv ki yizilbaSTa qveyana. 

igi kaRizmanad wodebuli adgilis pirispiraa“.69 maSasadame, saqa-

rTvelos samxreT-dasavleTi sazRvari kvlav araqsis zemo welze 

ido; „gamSvebi punqtis“ rols Coban-qofru asrulebda (samxreT 

basianidan Semomavali gza), xolo gzebs, rogorc Cans, amave doku-

mentSi dasaxelebuli qufisa da safniqis cixeebi70 sdarajobda.71 

miwaTmflobelobac aq qarTuli yofila _ mamulebs yandurali 

(dolenjiSvili), azonis Zeebi da jayelebi flobdnen.72 yandura-

lis mamuli, arzrumis ijmal davTris mixedviT, mdebareobda zi-

vinis nahiÁeSi (qvemo basiani, xorasan-mijnakertis mxare), sof. 

66  evlia Celebi 1971, 208.
67  abdalaZe 1978, 89-90.
68  iqve, 99.
69  abulaZe 1983, 53-54.
70  lokalizacia ucnobia _ abulaZe 1983, 64-65, Sen. 69-70.
71  abulaZe 1983, 53-54.
72  iqve, 53-54.
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mawalaxeTSi;73 maSasadame, mTeli CrdiloeT basiani saqarTvelos 

(samcxe-saaTabagos) kuTvnilebaa.74

politikuri geografiis dawvrilebiTma Seswavlam cxadyo, 

rom valaSkertis saepiskoposo im sazRvrebSi, rogoriTac is sam-

cxe-saaTabagos mRvdelmTavarTa nusxaSia warmodgenili, qarTul 

monarqiaSi XIII saukunis 30-70-ian wlebSi arsebobda. magram zemoT 

davinaxeT, rom misi istoria gacilebiT adre daiwyo. qarTuli ep-

arqiis daarseba saqarTvelos sazRvrebs miRma savsebiT dasaSvebia; 

amis magaliTad SeiZleboda, CrdiloeT kavkasiac dagvesaxelebina. 

Tumca isic unda gvaxsovdes, rom im dros, rodesac CrdiloeT 

kavkasiis aRmosavleT nawilSi, daRestanSi, mcxeTis iurisdiqciam 

sakmaod adre daiwyo gavrceleba, rac, sabolood, saqarTvelos 

eklesiaSi Semomavali xunZTa sakaTalikosos SeqmniT dasrulda, 

dasavleT seqtorSi, kerZod ki alanTa samefoSi, sadac berZnul 

saxelmwifosac da eklesiasac sisxlxorceuli interesebi hqonda, 

qarTuli saxelmwifosa da eklesiis mesveurni mxolod da mxolod 

konstantinopolis sapatriarqos mwed gamodiodnen. 

sul sxva viTareba iyo saqarTvelos samxreT sazRvrebze, sa-

dac somxur Tu someTisgan mitacebul qarTul miwebze ukve IV sau-

kuneSi arsebobda uZvelesi somxuri saepiskoposoebi: tao-taiqis, 

basianis, vanandis, bagrevandisa da arSaruniqis.75 somxeTSi saepis-

koposoTa sazRvrebi, rogorc wesi, sanaxararoebs emTxveoda,76 

Tumca garkveul cvlilebebs mainc ganicdida: xan basiani or epar-

qiad iyofoda, xan mezobel vanandis,77 an mardalis provinciebTan 

erT eparqias qmnida;78 VI saukunis Sua xanebisaTvis bagrevandisa 

da arSaruniqis saeklesio olqi or damoukidebel saepiskoposod 

(bagrevandis da arSaruniqis) gaiyo.79 cvlilebebi somxur saekle-

73  abulaZe 1983, 65, Sen. 70.
74  Sdr. atlasi 2003, 36-40, 42.
75  favstos buzandi 1953, 83, 204, 207; Аʹ˓ˑˢ 1971, 345.
76  Аʹ˓ˑˢ 1971, 322-370; Hewsen 2001, 75-80.
77  favstos buzandi 1953, 208.
78  Аʹ˓ˑˢ 1971, 332-333.
79  iqve, 331.
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sio geografiaSi ufro gvianac SeiniSneba. 1456 wlis minaweridan 

irkveva, rom basiani da olTisis Temi erT eparqiad erTiandeboda 

da mTavarepiskoposi ganagebda.80 

marTalia, somxurma eklesiam uaryo qalkedonis krebis dad-

genileba, magram iq diofizitoba mainc ikvalavda gzas, gansa-

kuTrebiT ki mavrike da herakle keisrebis aRmosavluri omebis 

Sedegad. marTlmadidebluri Temebi qalkedonizmisken midrekil 

somex mamamTavrebs _ episkoposebs da kaTalikoss _ emorCilebod-

nen. VIII saukunis dasawyisSi somxuri eklesia sabolood gaemij-

na diofizitobas da kavkasiaSi monofizitobis WeSmarit burjad 

gadaiqca.81 rogori iyo amis Semdeg somex diofizitTa saeklesio 

organizacia, wyaroebidan ar Cans. bizantielTa e.w. meore eqspan-

siis (X s.-is bolo _ XI s.) Semdeg isini berZnul eklesias eqvem-

debarebian.82 vrceldeboda Tu ara taosa da CrdiloeT somxeTSi 

qarTuli eklesiis iurisdiqcia? taos magaliTidan kargad Cans, 

rom qarTuli eparqiebi (iSxani, bana) am mxareSi mxolod mas Sem-

deg Seiqmna, rac is qarTul politikur da kulturul sivrceSi 

moeqca.83 CrdiloeT somxeTSic qarTuli eparqiebi (anisi, yarsi) 

qarTvelTa politikuri batonobis damyarebasa da qarTuli Tu 

qarTulenovani mrevlis gaCenasTan erTad iqmneba.84 safiqrebelia, 

rom valaSkertis saepiskoposoSi Semaval provinciebzec qarTuli 

saxelmwifos politikuri da saeklesio iurisdiqciis gavrceleba 

Tanmdevi procesebia. 

amaTgan yvelaze adre, rogorc davinaxeT, qarTvelma bagra-

tionebma CrdiloeT basiani Semoimtkices. misi SemoerTeba keisris 

dasturiT moxda; saeklesio inkorporaciac, SesaZloa, berZnul 

eklesiasTan molaparakebiT gadawyda. savaraudod, is Tavidan ba-

nel episkoposs daeqvemdebara. bizantia-saxalifos omebis Sedegad 

80  abdalaZe 1978, 75.
81  А˕˙˘˭ˑ˓ʵа-ʑˆʹаˑˮˑ 2010, 8-9.
82  iqve, 11-13.
83  WeiSvili 2007, 109-116.
84  WeiSvili 2013.
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basiani aoxrebuli da TiTqmis gaukacrielebuli yofila,85 rac, 

garkveulwilad, noyier niadags qmnida iq qarTuli elementis xe-

laxla SeRwevisaTvis da mxaris renacionalizaciisaTvis. qarTuli 

saeklesio-kulturuli tradiciebis ganmtkiceba somxuri ekle-

siis mZafr winaaRmdegobas awydeboda. damaxasiaTebelia asolikis 

cnoba ioane vardapetze (X s-is ukanaskneli mesamedi), „qristes 

jvrismtvirTelze“, „romelmac uZluri sityviT da didi mecniere-

biT amxila wmida werilTa uvicoba. is mokvda gacofebuli qarT-

velTa tomisagan maxviliT da daefla vanSi, romelsac aksigomi 

ewodeba“.86 basianSi samisionero moRvaweobis warmatebisTvis mniS-

vnelovani iyo damoukidebeli saepiskoposos daarseba; mwyemsmTa-

varTa erT-erT umTavres movaleobas xom „mouqcevelTa“ moqceva 

da „qristes sarwmunoebasa zeda“ „ganmtkiceba“, „samwysoTa TÂsTa“ 

„swavla“ da „wurTna“ da eklesiaTa aRSeneba warmoadgenda.87 za-

qaria valaSkertelis (taoeli dafanCulebis warmomadgeneli da 

daviT kurapalatis aRzrdili) moRvaweoba da Semoqmedeba88 kargad 

warmoaCens im erovnul-sarwmunoebriv suliskveTebas, romelic 

eparqiaSi sufevda. qarTuli saxelmwifos swori politikis Sedegi 

iyo isic, rom bizantiis uRelqveS moqceuli basianis mosaxleoba 

keisarTan dapirispirebuli qarTveli mefis erTguli rCeboda.89 

zemoT davinaxeT, rom XI s-is 20-iani wlebis dasawyisisaTvis 

valaSkertis saepiskoposo ukve arsebobda. 1001 wels am mxares, 

daviT kurapalatis sxva samflobeloebTan erTad, bizantielebi 

daeuflnen da iq berZnuli eklesia gabatonda. amdenad, valaSker-

tis eparqiis Seqmna X saukuniT, ufro ki 60-70-iani wlebiT unda 

daTariRdes.90 daviT III kurapalatis, „Zlierisa da RvTis msaxurisa 

mefisa“ da „marTlmadideblobisa Tvalis“,91 zeobaSi axali saepis-

85  yauxCiSvili 1952, 260-263.
86  aleqsiZe 1975, 234; asoliki 1864, 129.
87  cxorebaÁ SioÁsi da evagresi 1963, 222.
88  metreveli 1996, 145-195.
89  aristakes lastiverteci 1974, 45.
90  Sdr. ingoroyva 1954, 68.
91  Jordania 1892, 108.
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koposos daarseba da aqtiuri saeklesio politikis gatareba „ur-

wmuno“ somxebiT dasaxlebul basianSi moulodneli ar unda iyos; 

miT ufro, rom imdroindeli qarTuli sazogadoebis damokideb-

uleba somxuri aRmsareblobisadmi metad negatiuri iyo.92 

„zemo qveynebis“ SemoerTeba da iq qarTveli moaxalSeneebis 

gamoCena93 axlad SemoerTebuli teritoriebis saeklesio mowyo-

bis aucileblobasa da valaSkertis saepiskoposos sazRvrebis ga-

farToebasac ganapirobebda. 979 wlisTvis „zemo qveynebis“ didi 

nawili, harqisa da apahuniqis garda, uSualod eqvemdebareboda bi-

zantielTa kontrols.94 sainteresoa, vrceldeboda Tu ara maTze 

berZnuli saeklesio wes-wyobileba da berZnuli epaqiebis arse-

bobis SemTxvevaSi rogori iqneboda maTi statusi taos samefoSi; 

samwuxarod, Cvens xelT arsebul wyaroebidan am kiTxvebze pasuxis 

gacema SeuZlebelia.

ukanasknel dros gamoiTqva mosazreba, rom aq arsebobda 

taos, imave valaSkertis, samamTavro anu samitropolito, romlis 

meTaurs „zemo qveynebis“ sxva episkoposebi eqvemdebarebodnen.95 XI 

saukunis anderZ-minawerebSi valaSkerteli episkoposis „mamamTav-

robiT“ moxsenieba96 saamiso myar argumentad ver gamodgeba _ X-XIII 

saukuneTa qarTul teqstebze dakvirvebam dagvarwmuna, rom „mama-

mTavari“ SeiZleboda yofiliyo biWvintis (afxazeTis) kaTalikozi 

(?),97 qarTlis mTavarepiskoposi,98 esa Tu is moqmedi Tu berad Sem-

dgari episkoposi,99 monastris winamZRvari100 an romelime RirSesan-

92  А˖˓ˠˆк 1864, 193.
93  Sdr. metreveli 1996, 190; mitropoliti anania 2011, 110-113.
94  ʟзʴа˦ˮˑ 1988, 136-137.
95  mitropoliti anania 2011: 110, 116-118, 123-127, 130-132.
96  Jordania 1892, 155, 168, 170; metreveli 1996, 150-151.
97  silogava 1980, 142.
98  doliZe 1965, 36.
99  giorgi merCule 1963, 307; doliZe 1965, 49; berZeniSvili 2006, 

294; metreveli 1996, 168, Sen. 2.
100  Jordania 1892, 115-116.



182

giorgi WeiSvili

iSnavi beri;101 amitom zaqaria valaSkertelis mamamTavroba ufro 

sapatio wodeba unda yofiliyo,102 vidre samitropolito olqisa 

da masSi Semavali saepiskoposoebis meTauroba. arc is iyo aucile-

beli, rom „taos damoukidebel saxelmwifos“ maincdamainc Tavisi 

saeklesio-administraciuli olqi, samitropolito hqonoda. qar-

Tlisa da mesxeTis saeklesio geografiis erT-erT Taviseburebas 

swored is warmoadgenda, rom, saeklesio olqebi, iSviaTi gamon-

aklisis garda, arasdros emTxveoda istoriul-geografiul qvey-

nebs, politikur da msxvil administraciul erTeulebs an kidev 

feodalur senioriebs; kerZod, imiertao, daviT kurapala tis sam-

flobeloebis mTavari birTvi, amiertaoSi mdebare or saeklesio 

centrs _ iSxansa da banas Soris iyo ganawilebuli.103 amrigad, Teza 

taos (valaSkertis) samamamTavros Sesaxeb damatebiT dasabuTebas 

moiTxovs. 

azrTa sxvadasxvaobas iwvevs saepiskoposo centris lokali-

zaciac. mkvlevarTa nawils is yaRzevanSi eguleba da Canglis ekle-

siasTan aigivebs.104 amgvar gaigivebas is garemoeba ewinaaRmdegeba, 

rom yaRzevanis Temi, „samcxe-saaTabagos mwyemsmTavarTa nusxis“ 

mixedviT, karelis saepiskoposoSi Sedioda: „ka re lis sam wyso: su-

la ka ri da ko li sa da ol Ti sis sam zRu ris gar da moR ma gag Ce va ni da 

kaR ze va ni“.105 naklebsarwmunoa, rom saepiskoposo kaTedra saepis-

koposos sazRvrebs miRma yofiliyo _ aseT praqtikas, samTavros 

gamoklebiT, saqarTvelos saeklesio geografia ar icnobs.106

mkvlevarTa meore nawili mas somxeTis kargad cnobil qalaq 

valaSkert//alaSkertSi aTavsebs da mis daarsebas daviT kurapala-

tis moRvaweobas ukavSirebs,107 magram am Tvalsazrisis gasaziare-

101  metreveli 1996, 168.
102  iqve, 168.
103  doliZe 1970, 245; atlasi 2003, 55.
104  baqraZe 1885, 150, Sen; TayaiSvili 1991, 382; ɩʺ˕ˆʹзʺ 1981, 186-187; 

aleqsiZe 1978, 105.
105  doliZe 1970, 245.
106  atlasi 2003, 55.
107  Jordania 1892, 155; aristakes lastiverteci 1974, 152-153; 
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blad qronologiuri dabrkoleba arsebobs _ rogorc wyaroebi 

gvamcnobs, es mxare qarTul samyaros mxolod XIII s-is 30-ian wleb-

Si daukavSirda (ix. zemoT).

swori unda iyos n. adoncis dakvirveba (romelic Semdeg e. 

TayaiSvilma da k. iuzbaSianma gaiziares), rom valaSkerti, sadac 

qarTvelTa episkoposi ijda, mermindeli hasan-yalaa basianis olq-

Si.108 samwuxarod, arc adoncs da arc TayaiSvils Tavisi Sexed-

ulebis damamtkicebeli raime argumenti ar mohyavT. 

saepiskoposo centris basianSi lokalizacias mxars uWers va-

laSkertis saepiskoposos Camoyalibebis qronologia da geogra-

fia. is faqtic, rom karin-basianis sazRvarze dabanakebul keisars 

maincdamainc zaqaria valaSkerteli xvdeba,109 imaze unda mianiSneb-

des, rom misi kaTedra sazRvarTan axlos mdebareobda.

valarSakerti-hasan-yala, anu valarSavani, basianis „did da-

bas“ warmoadgenda.110 is imdenad mniSvnelovani centri yofila, 

rom misi qveyana basianis sinonimadac gamodioda xolme.111 so-

mexT meistorieni cixe-qalaqis mdebareobas araqsisa da murwis 

SeerTebis adgilas uCveneben da xan valarSavanad, xan ki bolorap-

ahakad moixseneben.112 sxva avtorebi mas bolonis cixes,113 bolos 

cixes // bolostikes,114 fasians115 an basians116 uwodeben. n. adoncis 

Tanaxmad, bolonis cixem saxeli mas mere Seicvala, rac is spar-

seTis mefe valarSma (484-488 ww.) sagangebod gaamagra.117 somxuri 

abdalaZe 1988, 110-111; metreveli 1996, 190; atlasi 2003, 55; 

А˕˙˘˭ˑ˓ʵа-ʑˆʹаˑˮˑ 2010, 14.
108  Аʹ˓ˑˢ 1971, 24 da iqve, Sen. 2; Такаˇ˦ʵˆˏˆ 1952: 23-24; ʟзʴа˦ˮˑ 

1968; WeiSvili 1997, 362.
109  aristakes lastiverteci 1974, 45.
110  iqve, 72.
111  cagareiSvili 1975, 159.
112  Sebeos 1999, 11; movses xorenaci 1984, 153.
113  yauxCiSvili 1965, 52, 56.
114  istoriani da azmani 1959, 96.
115  yauxCiSvili 1952, 133, 146.
116  vaxuSti 1997, 140.
117  Аʹ˓ˑˢ 1971,  24-25.
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saistorio tradiciiT ki „valarSavani“ somxeTis naxevrad miTi-

uri mefis, valarSisgan warmomavlobda.118 valarSis saxelTanaa da-

kavSirebuli „valarSakerti“ da „valarSapati“. marTalia, samive 

toponimi sruliad garkveul adgilebs miemarTeboda, magram maTi 

aRrevac SeiniSneba: asolikis `istoriaSi~ valarSakerti da valar-

Sapati paralelurad ixmareba.119 valarSavanis mravalgvari saxel-

deba da valarSTan dakavSirebuli geografiuli saxelebis monacv-

leoba gvafiqrebinebs (n. adoncisa da e. TayaiSvilis kvaldakval), 

rom valarSavani garkveul dros da garkveul wreebSi valaSkert-

valarSakertad gamoiTqmoda. 

arsebobs erTi somxuri wyaro da misi Zveli qarTuli Targ-

mani, romelic, TiTqos, valarSavan-valSkertis igiveobis sasarge-

blod metyvelebs. mxedvelobaSi maqvs VII-VIII saukuneebis hagio-

grafiuli Zegli „sityuani wamebisaTÂs wmidisa oskisi da moyuasTa 

misTaÁ“,120 romlis mokle Sinaarsi amgvaria: wm. oski (qrivsi) da misi 

mimdevrebi dasavleT bagrevandSi, walkeSi, moweseobdnen; somexTa 

mefis SiSiT maT Tavi Seafares SjarabaSxis, ukeT, jrabaSxis mTas, 

magram warmarTebma miagnes maT da `mowyÂdnes maxÂliTa~. gadarC-

nen mxolod orni, romelnic gaecalnen iqaurobas da „warviden 

dasavaliT kerZo, Zirsa mTisa mis, da poves adgili keTilad Seza-

vebuli maxlobelad velisa pirsa, romlisagan gamodiodes wyaroni 

mravalni~. wminda moweseni iqve gardaicvalnen da daikrZalnen. 

`xolo mciredTa JamTa Semdgomad adgili igi aRaSÀnes monasteri 

valaSis mier mefisa, da mun daaSÀna ZÀ TÂsi, keTilad SezavebisaTÂs 

mis adgilsa, da uwoda adgilsa mas valaSkerti saxelad TÂssa~. ̀ si-

tyuanis~ dasasruls ganmartebulia, rom jrabaxt // jrabaSxs, wmin-

da mowamis suqiasis saxelis mixedviT, sukavis mTa ewoda da `dRen-

delad dRedmde miwaÁ orTaÁve maT adgilTaÁ sakurnebelad senTa 

ars~.121 asoliks sukavis mTa bagrevandis dasavleTiT eguleba,122 

118  movses xorenaci 1984, 153.
119  А˖˓ˠˆк 1864, 192.
120  abulaZe 1944, 0126-0131, 9-21.
121  abulaZe 1944, 21; Аʹ˓ˑˢ 1971, 311, Sen. 1.
122  А˖˓ˠˆк 1864, 195.
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xolo hakob karneci mas qÁose-daRTan aigivebs.123 es identifikacia 

gaziarebulia specialur literaturaSi.124 Tu nawarmoebis geo-

grafia aRreuli araa, maSin gamodis, rom jrabaSx-sukavis mTis 

anu qÁose-daRis dasavleTiT wasuli axalgazrda berebi araqsis 

xeobaSi gadasulan; Sesabamisad, aqvea saZiebeli mefe valarSis mier 

daarsebuli „avani“, e.i. sofeli, daba, dasaxlebuli adgili (rac 

qarTvelma mTargmnelma „monastrad“ gaiazra), valaSkerti. axla 

Tu gavixsenebT, rom imave mefes araqsis xeobaSi, basianSi, daba 

valarSavani hqonda daarsebuli (ix. zemoT), valaSkertsa da va-

larSavans Soris tolobis niSnis dasma aRar gaWirdeba (valar-

Savani, romel ars valarSakerti _ aseTi iyo, Cans, anonimi hagio-

grafis geografiuli formula). Cvens teqstSi `valaSkerti~, `va-

larSakertis~ reduqciuli forma, gvaqvs damowmebuli. es faqti 

imiTaa sayuradRebo, rom somxuri saistorio teqstebis mixedviT, 

`(v)alaSkertis~ gamoCena da `valarSakertis~ gamodevna amaze bev-

rad gviani movlenaa.125 aqedan gamomdinare, xom ar SeiZleba vi-

fiqroT, rom valarSavani valaSkertad somexi diofizitebisa da 

qarTvelebis mier moixseneboda?

valaSkertSi (ɧɸղɸʗʎʆɼʗʖ) yofila nerse somexTa kaTaliko-

sis mier yovladwminda RmrTismSoblis saxelze agebuli eklesia.126 

Tu valaSkerti marTlac mermindeli valarSavan_hasan-yalaa,127 ma-

Sin es saydari SeiZleboda qceuliyo qarTul saepiskoposo cen-

trad _ qarTvelebi didi pativiT epyrobodnen diofizitobis bur-

123  hakob karneci, 47-48.
124  А˖˓ˠˆк 1864, 195, Sen. 2; Ɏʗɼʋʌɸʍ 1963, 81; Hewsen 2001, 63.
125  `alaSkerti~ pirvelad XII s-is istorikosTan, fsevdoSapuhTa-

naa dadasturebuli (cagareiSvili 1975, 159). stefanos orbeli-

ani (XIII s.) `vaRarSakerts~ xmarobs (1978,126), xolo mxiTar air-

ivaneci (XIV s.) _ `valaSkerts~ (1990, 81). Tovma mewofecTan (XV 

s.) orive formaa dadasturebuli (1987, 53, 70); hakob karnecis 

(XVII s.) dros ki `alaSkerti~ sayovelTaod damkvidrebuli sax-

elwodeba yofila, `valarSakerti~ ki literaturul tradicias 

SemorCa mxolod (gv. 48).
126  ioane mamikoniani 1832, 55.
127  Аʹ˓ˑˢ 1971, 24; Sdr. А˕˙˘˭ˑ˓ʵа-ʑˆʹаˑˮˑ 2010, 14.
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jad cnobili nerse kaTalikosis saxels da mis mier aRmarTul 

taZrebs axal suls STaberavdnen xolme.128 valaSkert-hasan-yalaSi 

rom marTlac unda arsebuliyo diofizituri kaTedra, es bizan-

tiuri saepiskoposo nusxebidanac Cans. X (= III) noticiaSi lazikis 

trapezunts daqvemdebarebul kaTedrebs Soris dasaxelebulia 

fasianis saepiskoposoc.129 fasianis, imave pasenis anu hasan-yalas 

kaTedra130 sxva nusxebSi ar ixsenieba. X noticiac sakmaod gviande-

lia _ mis ganmartebebSi aleqsi I komnenosi (1081-1118 ww.) da isaak II 

angelosi (1185-1195 ww.) figurireben.131 bizantiur ekTesisebSi fa-

sianis kaTedris gaCena kargad esadageba XI saukunis 20-ian wlebSi 

ganviTarebul movlenebs _ zaqaria valaSkertelis, romlis moR-

vaweoba eparqiaSi diskomforts uqmnida berZnul saxelmwifosac 

da eklesiasac, gadasaxlebiTa Tu sikvdiliT dasjiT bizantielebi 

basianSi auqmeben qarTul samwysos da mas konstantinopols uqvem-

debareben.132 basianis politikuri da saeklesio inkorporacia impe-

riaSi ar unda iyos moulodneli: saxelmwifos msgavsad, bizantiis 

eklesiac saeklesio kanonebze maRla, zogjer, imperiul ambiciebs 

ayenebda da sxva eklesiaTa kuTvnili teritoriebis mitacebasac 

ar Takilobda. amis kargi magaliTi isev saqarTveloa: mas Semdeg, 

rac XI s-is 30-ian wlebSi bizantielebma afxazeTis erTi nawili, 

anakofia, daipyres, is umal berZnul eklesias dauqvemdebares, ra-

sac mowmobs axal aTonTan (Zvel anakofiasTan), iveriis mTaze aR-

moCenili berZnuli lapidaruli warwerebi.133

Seicvala saeklesio geografiac: Tu qarTul saxelmwifoSi, 

mcxeTis taxts daqvemdebarebul basianSi mxolod erTi saepis-

koposo saydari arsebobda, bizantiis imperiaSi berZnul eklesiis 

batonobis pirobebSi sul mcire sami kaTedra gaCnda: fasianis, an-

128  giorgi merCule 1963, 265, 274.
129  yauxCiSvili 1952, 133, 146.
130  Sdr. А˕˙˘˭ˑ˓ʵа-ʑˆʹаˑˮˑ 2010, 11.
131  yauxCiSvili 1952, 146.
132  abdalaZe 1988,124-125; mitropoliti anania 2011, 126, 128; Sdr. 

metreveli 1996, 191.
133  yauxCiSvili 2004, 68-72.
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dokisa da ordorusi, romlebic trapizonisa da Teodosiupolis 

samitropolitoebs emorCileboda.134 

trapizonis mitropoliaSi sakavis saepiskoposoc Sedioda.135 

sakavi anu sukaveTi bagrevandis olqSi, valaSkertis CrdiloeTiT 

mdebareobda.136 am sakralur sivrces ukavSirdeboda „winaparTagan 

mamaTa qarTuelTa“ mier „WeSmaritebis mowameebad“ Seracxul suka-

vetelTa mowamebrivi aRsasruli.137diofizituri Temebis mkvidro-

ba bagrevandSi138 gasagebs xdis mogvianebiT masze qarTuli ekle-

siis iurisdiqciis gavrcelebas. Tumca qarTul saxelmwifoSi aRar 

Cans bizantiuri ekTesisebiT damowmebuli sxvadasxva saepiskoposo 

kaTedrebi. bagrevandi da basiani erTi episkoposis, valaSkerte-

lis, iurisdiqcias eqvemdebareboda. am ori provinciis erT eparq-

iad gaerTianeba xandaxan somxur sinamdvileSic xdeboda.139

XIII s-is Semdeg saqarTvelos aRar daubrunebia aRarc abniki 

da aRarc valaSkerti; imoqmeda Tu ara politikuri geografiis 

cvlilebam saeklesio geografiaze, ar Cans („nusxas“ surs dagvarw-

munos, rom ara); qarTuli mosaxleobis kvali aq jer kidev XVI-XVII 

saukuneTa mijnazec SeiniSneba.140 

valaSkertis saepiskoposo ukanasknelad ioane bagrationis 

„qarTl-kaxeTis aRweraSi“ moixseneba.141 misi cnobebi mesxeTis ep-

arqiebis Sesaxeb metad aRreulia da mwignobruli tradiciis dam-

axinjebuli versiis STabeWdilebas tovebs.

134  А˕˙˘˭ˑ˓ʵа-ʑˆʹаˑˮˑ 2010, 11-12; Sdr. Hewsen 2001, 124.
135  yauxCiSvili 1952, 133, 146.
136  А˕˙˘˭ˑ˓ʵа-ʑˆʹаˑˮˑ 2010, 11.
137  abulaZe 1944, 9-21; anton I kaTalikosi 1980, 340-352.
138  stefanos mtbevaris mtkiceba, rom somxeTSi, kerZod, bagrevandsa 

da walkoitSi _ gviandel valaSkertSi _ ar „ipoveboda saydari 

marTlmadidebelTa episkoposTaÁ, arca monasteri marTlmadide-

belTa morwmuneTa monazonTaÁ“ (1963, 175), SeiZleba, ideur-mxat-

vrul hiperbolad CavTvaloT (ix. WeiSvili 2012, 39-40).
139  Գʂʗʛ Թղʀʏʘ 1901, 412.
140  abulaZe 1993, 256.
141  ioane bagrationi 1986, 83-84.
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niSandoblivia valaSkertelis kaTedris mouxsenloba vaxuS-

tis TxzulebaSi. es miT ufro sainteresoa, rom mecnier batoniS-

vils basiani qarTul mxared eguleba.142 Cans, es kaTedra „aRweris“ 

Seqmnamde didi xniT adre yofila gauqmebuli.143

valaSkertis saepiskoposos gauqmeba samcxe-saaTabagos dasav-

leT nawilSi osmalTa batonobis damyarebas ukavSirdeba (XVI s-is 

Sua xanebi). SesaZlebelia, rom is ufro adre gauqmda, vidre yo-

fili samcxe-saaTabagos sxva kaTedrebi. amis mizezi politikuri da 

demografiuli cvlilebebi SeiZleboda yofiliyo: iran-TurqeTis 

omebi, yizilbaSTa da osmalTa batonobis mZime uRliT gamowveuli 

migraciebi144 da qarTuli eTnosis TandaTanobiTi gadagvareba an 

ayra-gadasaxleba. hakob karnecis Tanaxmad, mis dros basianSi mxo-

lod somxebi da mcired Turqebi cxovrobdnen. 

qarTuli mosaxleobisgan daclili basianis saepiskoposo cen-

trma droebiT arzrumSi gadainacvla.145
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Giorgi Tcheishvili

The Diocese of Valashkerti

The bishop of Valashkerti (Arm. Vagharshakert) has been mentioned a 

few times in Georgian and Armenian wriĴ en sources. Information regarding 

his diocese is quite scarce. The geography of this area is the basic starting 

point for the reconstruction of various stages in the history of the diocese.

According to “The List of the Hierarchs and Shepherds of Samtskhe-

Saatabago”, a document that was composed at the beginning of the 16th 

century, the Diocese of Valashkerti consisted of the lands of Basiani and 

Bagrevand. The dioceses of Bana and Ishkhani bordered it to the northwest 

and west, with them being separated by the Kargapazar Mountains, whereas 

the diocese of Kari was located to the northeast, with the Imets-Soghanlugh 

and the Agridagh Ranges lying on the border.

There is a variety of opinions in scientifi c literature regarding the 

location of the diocesan center. Some scholars consider it to be in Kaghzevan, 

identifying it with Changali Church. Making such a parallel is opposed by 

the fact that the community of Kaghzevan was a part of the Diocese of Kars, 

according to the List of the Hierarchs of Samtskhe-Saatabago. It is less believable 
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for the episcopal cathedral to have been located outside the borders of the 

diocese – with the exception of Samtavro, such a practice is unknown in the 

ecclesiastical geography of Georgia.

The second group of scholars has placed it at the site of the well-known 

town Valashkert/Alashkert in Armenia, connecting its founding to the 

active period of David Curopalate (second half of the 10th cent.). But some 

chronological inconsistencies are encountered when accepting this view, as 

this region only became associated with the Georgian world during the 1230’s, 

according to sources.

N. Adontz, followed by E. Takaishvili and K. Yuzbashian, pointed out 

reasonably that Valarshavan (later Hassankale) in the Basiani District would 

have been a probable see for a Georgian bishop of Valashkerti.  The identifi ca-

tion is acceptable, for there is evidence that Valarshavan was pronounced as 

Valashkert/Valarshakert by Georgians and Chalcedonian Armenians. Further-

more, according to some Armenian authors, Nerse III (641-661), the Armenian 

Catholicos, had built a church dedicated to the Most-Holy Mother of Godin 

Valashkert-Valarshavan. It is possible for this church to have become the cen-

ter of the Georgian diocese. Georgians held the name of pro-Chalcedonian 

Catholicos Nerse in high esteem, usually breathing new life into the churches 

that he had erected. It is apparent from Byzantine Notitiae episcopatuum that 

a Diophysite cathedral had truly existed in Valashkerti-Valarshavan (= Greek 

Phasianes).

Placing the episcopal center in Basiani is supported by the chronology 

and location of the founding of the Diocese of Valashkerti. It is known that 

the Bagrationi Dynasty in Georgia had gained control of northern Basiani at 

the beginning of the 10th century. Its inclusion took place through the assent 

of the Byzantine Emperor. It is possible that the ecclesiastical incorporation 

was decided upon through talks with the Greek Church as well. There is a 

hypothesis that it had originally been under the jurisdiction of the bishop 

of Bana. Basiani was almost laid to waste and ruin as a result of the wars 

between Byzantium and the Arab Caliphate, which, more or less, created a 

fertile ground for a fresh incursion of the Georgian element and a national 

reintegration of this region. The reinforcement of Georgian ecclesiastical and 

cultural traditions was met with stiff  resistance by the Monophysite Armenian 

Church. The founding of an independent diocese was crucial for the success 

of missionary labours in Basiani. During the 60-70’s of the 10th century the 
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bishopric of Valashkerti was created in Basiani through the initiative of David 

III Curopalates, “a mighty and pious king” and “a source of Orthodoxy”. 

Zacharia the Iberian, a representative of the Dapanchuli family from Tao and 

David’s protégé, is the fi rst known Georgian hierarch of Valashkerti. Names of 

other bishops have not been found yet. The deeds of Zacharia of Valashkerti 

are well-apparent through the national and religious drive dominant in the 

diocese. He actively participated in the peace talks between Byzantium and 

Georgia in 1021-1022. The fact that Zacharia of Valashkerti met with Emperor 

Basil II, then encamped at the Karin-Basiani border (Aristakes Lastivertsi), 

must signify that his see was located close to the border.

The Byzantines seized Basiani, as well as other dominions under David 

Curopalates, in 1001, with the Georgian parish there being annulled aĞ er 

about twenty years and the local Diophysite communities being placed 

under the jurisdiction of Constantinople. The ecclesiastical landscape was 

also altered. If only one episcopal center was extant in Basiani, being under 

the jurisdiction of Mtskheta in the Georgian state, at least three cathedrals 

were in existence under the domination of the Greek Church in the Byzantine 

Empire: Phasianes, Andakos, and Ordoru, which were under the control of 

the Metropolitanates of Trebizond and Theodosioupolis.

The Kingdom of Georgia regained control of Basiani at the turn of the 

12th century, restoring it to the jurisdiction of the Georgian Church. Bagrevand 

(Valashkert) was incorporated into it during the 1230’s. Both lands were 

consolidated in the Diocese of Valashkerti. It becomes apparent when studying 

the political landscape that the Diocese of Valashkerti existed in the Georgian 

kingdom during the 1230-1270’s within the borders as portrayed in the List 

of the Hierarchs of Samtskhe-Saatabago. The senior holdings of the Church in 

Basiani and Bagrevand diff ered from those of the secular principalities. All 

the land extant in the Diocese of Valashkert was distributed between the two 

greatest feudal families in Georgia: The House of Jakeli, princes of Samtskhe, 

controlled Basiani, whereas the House of Mkhargrdzeli had dominion over 

Bagrevand.

According to some monuments of Georgian law, the hierarch of 

Valashkerti had the 25th place of honour among the 35 hierarchs in the 

ecclesiastical organization of Likht-Ameri (i.e. East and South Georgia), in the 

following order: the bishop of Nikozi, the bishop of Valashkerti, the bishop of 

Bolnisi, and so on. He was ninth in line out of the 13 hierarchs of Meskheti – 

aĞ er the bishop of Erusheti and before the bishop of Ani.
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The Georgian state lost southern Basiani and Bagrevand-Valashkert in 

the 1370’s, never to regain control of them again. Despite the changes in the 

political geography, the ecclesiastical jurisdictions remained unchanged. It is 

known from Georgian documents that Basiani and Bagrevand were under the 

jurisdiction of Catholicos Patriarch of Georgia during the 16th century as well. 

A trace of a Georgian population in this region is perceptible until the turn of 

the 16th century.

It is remarkable that the Diocese of Valashkerti had not been mentioned 

in Prince Vakhushti’s work the Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. This is 

even more interesting since he considers Basiani to be a Georgian region. It 

seems that this diocese had already been dissolved for quite a while before the 

creation of the Description.

The dissolution of the Diocese of Valashkerti is associated with the 

establishment of OĴ oman dominance in the western portion of Samtskhe-

Saatabago (the middle of the 16th c.). It is possible that it might have been 

dissolved earlier than the other former dioceses in Samtskhe-Saatabago. This 

possibly might have been due to political and demographic changes: the 

Iranian-Turkish Wars, migrations caused by the heavy yoke of Qezelbash and 

OĴ oman domination, and the gradual deterioration or reseĴ lement of the 

Georgian ethnos.

The diocesan center of Basiani was temporarily transferred over to Arz-

rumi, completely devoid of any Georgian inhabitants.


