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survili, damewera wigni, 

gamiCnda erT–erT leqciaze, 

rodesac Zveli qarTuli 

motivebis transformacias 

vaxdendiT cifrul versiebSi 

studentebTan erTad. 

samuSao iyo mravalsaxovani 

da fantazias ar hqonda 

sazRvari. amavdroulad, 

naTlad warmoCinda, rom 

Cem mier miwodebuli 

masala ar akmayofilebda 

maT moTxovnebs. amitomac 

gadavwyvite qarTuli 

ornamentis motivebi axal 

teqnologiebSi gadameyvana 

da publikaciis saxe mimeca. 

swored aseTi midgomiT, 

wignze muSaobis procesSi, 

moviZie da davamuSave 

didi moculobis masala, 

Semoviare da davafiqsire 

saqarTvelos sxvadasxva 

kuTxis istoriul ZeglTa 

ornamentebi, zogjer maTi 

The desire to produce this book 

first came to me during a lecture 

when, together with my students, 

I was engaged in transforming old 

ornament motifs with the aim of 

obtaining new forms; the work 

was very diverse and there was no 

limit to the possible modifications 

we could imagine. In the course 

of this work, it became clear that 

the materials of the ornaments 

I proposed did not thoroughly 

satisfy and meet what my students 

needed. That was the main reason 

I decided to transfer and translate 

the motifs of Georgian ornamental 

art into the language of technology 

and to present them in the form of 

this publication. Guided by this 

approach, while working on the 

book I discovered and processed 

a large amount of material _ 

fragments of ornaments from 

Fragment of ornamental decoration, 
facade, Sapara, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli Semkulobis 
fragmenti, safara,  X sauk.
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Fragment of ornamental decoration, 
facade, Sapara, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti,  
safara, X sauk.

different historical monuments. 

I travelled to various parts 

of our country. During this 

work, I again witnessed and 

felt the whole diversity, beauty 

and richness of the Georgian 

ornament. Next step was to 

create a computerized version 

of the assembled material, to 

digitize all the data and process 

them using vector graphics 

software, which turned out to 

be rather complex and time–

consuming task. The digital 

versions on the one hand, had 

to remain exact analogues of 

the corresponding originals, 

so as not to lose the character 

and spirit of the Georgian 

ornament. On the other hand, it 

fragmentebi. am samuSaom 

kidev erTxel mTeli 

sicxadiT warmoaCina 

qarTuli ornamentikis 

saukunovani mxatvruli 

silamaze, simdidre da 

mravalferovneba. Semdegi 

nabiji ukve iyo masalis 

kompiuteruli versiis 

Seqmna da veqtorul 

programaSi damuSaveba, – 

procesi aRmoCnda sakmaod 

rTuli da Sromatevadi. 

cifrul versias erTis 

mxriv, unda SeenarCunebina 

originalis zusti saxe, 

raTa qarTuli ornamentis 

xasiaTi ar dakarguliyo, 

xolo meores mxriv, unda 

SesaZlebeli yofiliyo 

maTi efeqturi gamoyeneba 

Tanamedrove xelovnebaSi.
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Lower parts of setting, 
silver without gilding.
Saravandis qvemo nawilebi, 
vercxli mooqrovis gareSe.

was necessary to ensure their 

effective use in modern art.

The ornaments presented in 

the book, in accordance with 

the material and techniques 

of execution are divided 

into six parts: stone, wood, 

gold jewellry, manuscripts, 

wigni moicavs 

6 ganakveTs ornamentis 

masalisa da Sesrulebis 

teqnikis mixedviT: 

qva, xe, oqromWedloba, 

xelnawerebi, kedlis 

ferwera da qsovilebi. 

mopovebuli masalebis 

garda, gamoyenebulia 

Fragment of ornamental decoration, 
facade, Sapara, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli Semkulobis 
fragmenti, safara, X sauk.
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Initial letter from “St. Eptvime’s 
tales”, 13–14th centuries.

sazedao aso “wm. efTvimes 
Tqmulebebi”-dan, 
XIII–XIV saukunis 
xelnaweri.

wall paintings and fabrics. 

In addition to the materials 

I collected, this album also 

contains samples and sketches 

gathered by various artists 

and researchers in different 

museums of Georgia. 

I do hope that this edition 

will be met with interest by all 

concerned with Georgian art 

and especially the young artists 

working in the sphere of design, 

and if so, my intention will 

have been fulfilled.

Marina Tevzaia

sxvadasxva mxatvrisa 

da mkvlevaris mier 

Segrovili Canaxatebi 

da aseve nimuSebi 

saqarTvelos muzeumebidan.

vimedovneb, rom am 

gamocemas interesiT 

Sexvdeba yvela, 

qarTuli xelovnebiT 

dainteresebuli, 

gansakuTrebiT dizainis 

sferoSi momuSave 

axalgazrdoba. da Tu asea, 

Cemi Canafiqri SeiZleba 

aRsrulebulad CavTvalo.

marina Tevzaia
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rodesac ki vinc ginda 

iyos, xelovani, xelovnebis 

moyvaruli Tu mkvlevari 

xelovnebisa sityvas Cveni 

qveynis mxatvrul danato

varze Camoagdebs, aucileb

lad Cvenebur ornamentsac 

gaixsenebs–qarTuli taZ­

rebis kveTiloba iqneba es 

naxaratevi avejeulobis 

morTuloba Tu samRvdel

msaxuro Sesamoslebis 

anda winandel banovanTa 

sartyel–Sublsakravebis 

naqargi arSiebi.

qarTul CuqurTmas arc 

mkvlevari dahklebia. iy

vnen maT Soris ucxoele

bic–saxelganTqmuli rusi 

medievisti nikodim konda

kovi, magaliTad, an parizs 

damkvidrebuli litveli 

iurgis baltruSaitisi. 

kidev meti iyo, rasakvir

velia, qarTveli _ giorgi 

CubinaSvilis, mis mowafe

Ta da mowafeTa mowafee

bis naSromebSi iSviaTad 

Tu moiZebneba iseTi, sadac 

When anyone, an artist, 
admirer of art or an art 
researcher, says something 
about or discusses our 
country’s artistic heritage 
they will inevitably remind 
us of the Georgian decorative 
ornaments which are so richly 
demonstrated in our places 
of worship, the wood–carved 
furniture elements, priesthood 
garments or the embroidered 
chefs–d’oeuvre found in 
ladies’ belts, sashes and 
headbands. 

Georgian decorative art has 
been thoroughly investigated 
by well–known native and 
foreign scholars; among 
them are the famous Russian 
medievalist researcher, 
Nikodim Kondakov and 
the Lithuanian Iurgis 
Bultrushaitis, who used to live 
and work in Paris, along with 
many other prominent names. 
Furthermore, as regards to 
the Georgian scholars, one 
can hardly find any study of 
Georgian art that does not 
point up the art of decoration. 

Among the big names 
we should mention here 

Details of ornamental 
decoration, village Chrdili.

ornamentuli Semkulobis 
detalebi, sofeli Crdili.
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the academic Giorgi 
Chubinashvili and all his 
successors and followers 
whose works show specific 
interest in discussing the 
ornamental images of 
Georgian architecture, 
paintings or recognizable 
works of art. Moreover, we 
possess such generalized 
works as the photography 
album and accompanying 
essay by Rene Schmerling, 
outstanding historian of 
Georgian art and exceptional 
researcher of the medieval 
Georgian school of 
ornaments. In addition, Leila 
Khuskivadze’s book, which 
has recently been prepared for 
printing, concerns itself with 
metal relief ornamented works 
in churches and to top it all 
we have the most remarkable 

xuroTmoZRvruli, ferwe

ruli Tu Weduri nayS–sa­

xeebi ar iyos cotad Tu 

bevrad ganxiluli; gaqvs 

ganmazogadebeli Sro

mebic _ Suasaukunovani 

arqiteqturuli ornamen

tis Seudarebeli mcodnis, 

reeene Smerlingis albomi 

TandarTuli narkveviT Tu 

dasabeWdad bolo dros 

gamzadebuli leila xus

kivaZis wigni saeklesio 

liTonmoqandakeblobis 

CuqurTmovani samkaulis 

Sesaxeb, anda daviT kakaba

Zis rkvevani rada Rirs...

ver ki vityviT, TiTqos 

gamosarkvev–Sesaswavli 

aRaraferi iyos _ Cvens 

miwa–wyalsa Tu sxvagan 

Bench detail, Svaneti.

grZeli skamis detali, svaneTi.
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essays by David Kakabadze.
Certainly, we cannot say that 

we have nothing else left to 
explore and investigate, but 
just the opposite–every new, 
previously unknown discovery 
revealed inside or outside 
the country requires revision 
and reconsideration of all our 
knowledge, even the long 
known ornamental samples 
nearly always disclose several 
new phenomena every time 
you look at them again. 

However, one thing is 
obvious–Georgian traditional 
decoration is very impressive 
not due to its significant 
quantity, but more for its 
diversity and variety of 
style and approach. Even 
the simplest images are 
gradually transformed in the 
course of time, when made 

mikvleuli lamisaa yove

li adre ucnobi nawar

moebi mTeli Cveni codnis 

Tavidan gadasinjva–gada­

xedvas iTxovs da didi 

xnis nacnobi nimuSebic 

axlad naxvisas xan ras 

SegamCnevinebs, manamde Seu

niSnavs, xan raze dagafiq

rebs.

erTi ki cxadia _ qar

Tuli tradiciuli or

namenti raodenobrivadac 

xom didad STambeWdavia, 

kidev metad ki mraval

gvaroba–mravalferovne­

biT gamorCeuli. umarti

vesi saxeebic ki droTa 

msvlelobaSi aTasnairad 

sxvaferdeba, gansxvavebul 

masalaze (xe, qva, oqro–

vercxli, qsovili, kedlis, 

Fragments of facade ornamental 
decoration, Svetitskhoveli Cathedral.

fasadis ornamentuli Semkulobis 
fragmentebi, sveticxovlis taZari.
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in different materials (wood, 
stone, gold and silver, textile, 
parchment or paper). Our 
gifted craftsmen are even 
capable and proficient at 
breathing new life into objects 
belonging to ancient times or 
countries from far beyond. 

But, what is the destiny of 
this entire treasury today? 
Nowadays, as everything 
changes all around us, what 
will happen tomorrow? 

It’s too complicated to give 
a confident or even tentative 
answer to this problematic 
question. Georgians have 
a saying: “God laughed 
when man was making his 
plans”. The saying might 
be particularly applicable; 
however it is not easy to remain 
indifferent and calm watching 
how this treasure is dying 
out and vanishing forever, 
especially if you have even the 

etratis Tu qaRaldis 

sibrtye) datanili nair

gvarad warmogvidgeba; 

Cven ostatebs isic exer

xebaT, uSoresi warsuli

dan mosuli, ginda Soreu

li qveynidan mosesxebuli 

yovel jerze axleburad 

`aametyvelon“ TiTqos 

xelaxla Seqmnan, gaacoc

xlon...

magram ra elis mTels 

am simdidres Cvens droSi, 

yvelafris ZirisZirianad 

Secvlas rom Cemulobs, 

ras moutans mas momava

li? Znelia am kiTxvaze 

araTu dabejiTebiT, Tuo

biTac upasuxo rame. Tu 

gind imitom, rakiRa mog

vexseneba: `kaci bWobda, 

RmerTi icinodao“. Zneli 

kia gulgrilad uyuro am 

Fragment of Khakhuli the Virgin 
triptych decor, gold, Gelati, 
I half of the 12th century .

gelaTi, XII sauk. 
I naxevari, oqro, 
moWedilobis da dekoris 
fragmenti, xaxulis 
RmrTismSoblis xati, karedi.
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saganZuris SesaZlo gan

qarvebas, miT ufro, Tu mis 

gadasarCenad ram xelgewi

feba. qarTuli ornamentis 

gadanarCunebis, awmyosa 

Tu myofadSi misi `daner

gvis“ erT gzas, gnebavT, 

gamosavalsac gvTavazobs 

Tbilisis a. quTaTelaZis 

saxelobis saxelmwifo 

samxatvro akademiis pro

fesori marina Tevzaia. 

wlebia ukve igi `Tar

gmnis“ uaxlesi teqnolo

giebis enaze  Zveli mqan

dakeblebis, xuroebis, fer

mwerebisa da mqargvelebis 

naxelavs, im imediT, rom 

maT monagon–monafiqrs 

TanamedroveobaSi gzas 

gaukafavs, axal cxovrebas 

STaberavs mas.

inebos zenaarma, q–n ma­

rinas namuSevarSi Cade

bulma SemoqmedebiTma mux

tma sxvebsac qmnis saRer

Reli auSalos...

7 ivlisi, 2018.   

tfilisi

dim. TumaniSvili

smallest chance, but a chance 
nonetheless, to save it.

One such chance is 
represented by an attempt 
to design a solution to 
this challenging issue 
of preserving Georgian 
ornaments of art for the 
present and future generations, 
proposed by Professor Marina 
Tevzaia, who leads the Media 
Art Faculty at the State 
Academy of Arts. For years 
now, she has been translating 
the works of sculptors, 
carpenters, architects, painters 
and embroidery craftsmen 
of different centuries into 
the language of modern 
technology, hoping that their 
works will be integrated 
and will breathe new life 
into the contemporary art of 
decoration.

Let us hope that the creative 
spirit of Mrs Tevzaia’s 
work will further inspire 
other scholars to progress 
on the same noble path; 
may the Lord bless such an 
aspiration…

July 7, 2018
Tbilisi

Dimitri Tumanishvili

Rosette, harness decoration, 
gold, Akhalgori, 4th cent. B.C.

cxenis lagamis mosarTavi 
varRuli, axalgori, 
IV sauk. Cv.w.aR.-mde, oqro.
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Facade ornamental decoration. 
fragment, Samtavro Church, 
11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
samTavros taZari, XI sauk.

Interior ornamental decoration,  
fragment, Nikortsminda Church, 
AD 1014–1027.

interieris ornamentuli Sem-
kulobis fragmenti, nikorwmin-
dis taZari, 1014–1027 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration,  
fragment, Shepiaki Church,  
10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
Sepiakis taZari, X sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Samtsevrisi vault, 
16th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
samwevrisis saZvle, XVI sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Samtavro Church, 
11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
samTavros taZari, XI sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Sapara Monastery, 
St. Saba church,
13–14th  centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
safaris monasteri, wm. 
sabas taZari,  XIII–XIV sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Vale, Virgin Church, 
10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, vale, 
RvTismSoblis eklesia, X sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment,  Blue Monastery, 
end of the 12th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, lurji 
monasteri, XII sauk. dasasruli.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Mgvimevi Monastery, 
Gvtaeba Church, 13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
mRvimevis monastris 
RvTaebis eklesia, XIII sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Lurji Monastery, 
end of the 12th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
lurji monasteri, 
XII sauk. dasasruli.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Samtavisi Church, AD 1030.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
samTavisis taZari, 1030 w.

Facade ornamental decoration,  
fragment, Katskhi Church, 
11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
kacxis taZari, XI sauk.
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Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Kumurdo Church, AD 964.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
kumurdos taZari, 964w.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Savane, Saba Monastery, 
St. George Church, AD 1046.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
savane, sabas monastris 
wm. giorgis eklesia, 1046w. 
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Facade ornamental 
decoration,  fragment, 
Samtavro Church, 11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
samTavros taZari, XI sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Bedia Church, 
10–11th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
bediis taZari, X–XI sauk.
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Wall ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Svetitskhoveli 
Church wall, 18th century.

galavnis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
sveticxovlis taZris 
galavani, XVIII sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Ananuri Church, 
12th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
ananuris taZari, XII sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Ekhvevi, the Virgin 
Church, 11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
exvevis RvTismSoblis 
eklesia, XI sauk.

Facade  ornamental decoration 
detail, Samtavro Church, 
11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
samTavros taZari, XI sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Kvatakhevi Church, 
12–13th  centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli Semkulobis 
detali, qvaTaxevis taZari, 
XII–XIII sauk.

Stone carving ornament.

qvaze kveTili ornamenti.
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Facade ornamental decoration,  
fragment,   Samtavisi Church, 
AD 1030.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
samTavisis taZari, 1030 w.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Mgvimevi Monastery, 
Gvtaeba Church, 13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
mRvimevis monastris 
RvTaebis eklesia, XIII sauk.
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Interior ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Gelati Monastery, 
the Virgin Church, 12th century.

interieris ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
gelaTis monastris 
RvTismSoblis taZari, XII sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Akhtala Church, 
13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
axtalis taZari, XIII sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration,  
fragment, Sapara, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
safara, X sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Katskhi Church, 
11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
kacxis taZari, XI sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Sapara, 10th  century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
safara, X sauk. 
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Façade ornamental decoration,  
fragment, Akhtala Monastery, 
13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
axtalis monasteri, 
XIII sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration,  
fragment, Sapara, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
safara, X sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration,  
fragment, Mgvimevi  Monastery, 
Gvtaeba Church, 13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
mRvimevis monastris 
RvTaebis eklesia, XIII sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, St. Stephen Church, 
Ertatsminda, 11–13th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
erTawmindis wm. stefanes 
eklesia, XI–XIII sauk.
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Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Lurji Monastery, 
end of the 12th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
lurji monasteri, 
XII sauk. dasasruli.

Facade ornamental decoration 
fragment, Kumurdo Church, AD 964.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
kumurdos taZari, 964 w.
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Facade ornamental decoration,  
fragment, Katskhi Church, 
11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
kacxis taZari, XI sauk.
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35

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Blue Monastery, 
end of the 12th  century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
lurji monasteri, 
XII sauk. dasasruli.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail, Pitareti, the 
Virgin Church,  13th  century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
fitareTi, RmrTismSoblis 
taZari,  XIII sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Kintsvisi, St. Nikoloz Church, 
12th  century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
 Semkulobis detali, yinwvisi, 
wm. nikolozis taZari,  XII sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Tsugrugasheni, 
A D 1213 –1222.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
wuRruRaSeni, 1213–1222 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail,  Mravaldzali, 
Racha, 10–11th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
mravalZali, raWa, X–XI sauk.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Nikortsminda, 
Ambrolauri, AD 1014 –1027.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
nikorwmindis taZari, 
ambrolauri, 1014–1027 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
Detail, Ukangori, 6th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
ukangori, VI sauk.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail, 
Dmanisi, 13th  century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
dmanisi, XIII sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Akhtala,  13th  century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
axtala, XIII sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Manglisi, 
AD 1014 –1027.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
manglisi, 1014–1027 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Khachagani  Cross, 
6–7th cnturies.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
xaCaganis jvari, VI–VII ss.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Manglisi, AD 1014–1027.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
manglisi, 1014–1027 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration. 
detail. Joisubani, Racha. 
10–11th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
joisubani, raWa. X–XI sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration,  
detail, Akhtala, 12th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
axtala, XII sauk. 
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
Fragment. Ishkhani, 
10–11th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
iSxani,  X–XI sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
Fragment, Bolnisi, 
AD 478–495.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
bolnisi,  478–495 ww.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
Fragment, Bolnisi, 
AD 478–495.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
bolnisi,  478–495 ww.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
Fragment, Ruisi Church, 
11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
ruisis taZari,  XI sauk.
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Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail. 
Ikorta, AD 1172.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
ikorTa, 1172 w.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail. Samtavro, Mtskheta. 
11th  century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
samTavro, mcxeTa, XI sauk.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment. 
Kvatakhevi, 12–13th  centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli Semku-
lobis fragmenti, qvaTaxevi, 
XII–XIII sauk. 
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Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Nikortsminda Church. 
Ambrolauri, AD 1014–1027.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
nikorwmindis taZari, 
ambrolauri, 1014–1027 ww.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail,  Zemo Krikhi, Racha, 
10–11th  centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali,  
zemo krixi, raWa, X–XI sauk.
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Details of ornamental 
decoration, Village Chrdilii.

ornamentuli Semkulobis 
detalebi, sofeli Crdili.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Lurji Monastery, 
Tbilisi, end of the 12th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
lurji monasteri, 
Tbilisi, XII sauk. dasasruli.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Sapara, 13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
safara, XIII sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Ikorta, AD 1172.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
ikorTa, 1172 w.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Ikorta, AD 1172.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
ikorTa, 1172 w.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Tetritskaro, 6–7th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli Semkulobis 
detali, TeTriwyaro, VI–VII sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Vale, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
vale, X sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Nikortsminda Church, 
Ambrolauri, AD 1014–1027.

fasadis ornamentuli Semkulobis 
detali,  nikorwmindis taZari, 
ambrolauri, 1014–1027 ww.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Kumurdo,  AD 964.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
kumurdo, 964 w.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Bolnisi, AD 478–493.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali. 
bolnisi, 478–493 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Kumurdo,  AD 964.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
kumurdo, 964 w.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail,  Salkhino, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
salxino, X sauk.
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Stellas.

stelebi.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Katskhi Church, 
Chiatura, 11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, kacxis 
taZari, WiaTura, XI sauk.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail, 
Samtavro, Mtskheta, 
17th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
samTavros taZari, 
mcxeTa, XVII sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Vale, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
vale,  X sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Bagrati Cathedral, 
Kutaisi, A D, 1009.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, bagratis 
taZari, quTaisi, 1009 w.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Bagrati Cathedral, 
Kutaisi, AD 1009.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
bagratis taZari, quTaisi, 1009w.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Akhtala, 13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
axtala, XIII sauk.
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Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail, Pitsunda 
Monastery, 10–11th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detalebi, 
biWvinTis monasteri, 
X–XI sauk.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Oltisi, 6th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
olTisi, VI sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Samtavisi, Kaspi, 
AD 1030.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
samTavisis taZari, kaspi, 
1030 w.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Oltisi, 6th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
olTisi, VI sauk.
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Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Manglisi, AD 1014–1027.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
manglisi, 1014–1027 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Ikorta, AD 1172.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
ikorTa,  1172 w.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Lurji Monastery, Tbilisi, 
end of the 12th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
lurji monasteri, Tbilisi, 
XII sauk. dasasruli.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Meria, 12–13th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali,  
meria, XII–XIII sauk.

Iconostas  ornamental 
decoration, detail, 
Samtsevrisi Church, 
Kareli, 10–11th centuries.

kankelis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
samwevrisis taZari, 
qareli, X–XI sauk.
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Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail, 
Meria, 12–13th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
meria, XII–XIII sauk.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail, 
Katskhi Church, 
Chiatura, 11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
kacxis taZari, 
WiaTura, XI sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Bolnisi, AD 478–493.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
bolnisi, 478–493 ww.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Vale, 10th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
vale, X sauk.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail, Meria, 
12–13th  centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
meria, XII–XIII sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Bolnisi, AD 478–493.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
bolnisi, 478–493 ww.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Svetitskhoveli 
Cathedral, Mtskheta, 
AD 1010–1029.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
sveticxovlis taZari, 
mcxeTa, 1010–1029 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Manglisi, 
AD 1014–1027.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
manglisi, 1014–1027 ww.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragments, Svetitskhoveli 
Cathedral, Mtskheta, 
AD 1010–1029.

fasadis ornamentuli Semkulobis 
fragmentebi, sveticxovlis taZari, 
mcxeTa, 1010–1029 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Samtavro,  Mtskheta, 
11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
samTavro, mcxeTa, XI sauk.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Metekhi, Tbilisi, 
AD 1278–1293.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
metexi, Tbilisi, 
1278 –1293 ww.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment,  Tsugrugasheni, 
AD 1213–1222.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti,  
wuRruRaSeni, 1213–1222 ww.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, detail, Samtavro, 
Mtskheta, 11th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
samTavro, mcxeTa, XI sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Akhtala, 13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
axtala, XIII sauk.

Facade ornamental 
decoration, fragment, 
Bedia Church, Ochamchire, 
10–11th centuries.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
bediis taZari, oCamCire, 
X–XI sauk.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail,   Bagrati Cathedral, 
Kutaisi, AD 1003.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
bagratis taZari, 
quTaisi, 1003 w.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Lurji Monastery, 
Tbilisi, end of the 12th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti. 
lurji monasteri, 
Tbilisi, XII sauk. dasasruli.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
fragment, Bagrati Catherdral, 
Kutaisi, AD 1003.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis fragmenti, 
bagratis taZari, 
quTaisi, 1003 w.
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Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Tsromi, AD 626–634.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
wromi, 626–634 ww.

Facade ornamental decoration, 
detail, Akhtala, 13th century.

fasadis ornamentuli 
Semkulobis detali, 
axtala, XIII sauk.
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Bench detail,
Svaneti.

grZeli skamis 
detali, svaneTi.

Fragment of balcony pole, wood 
carving, Kutaisi, 19th century.

aivnis moxaratebuli svetis 
fragmenti, quTaisi, XIX sauk.
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Fragment  of  Jakhundera Church  
carved  door, Svaneti, I quarter 
of  the 11th century.

jaxunderis eklesiis 
moxaratebuli karis fragmenti.
svaneTi, XI sauk. I meoTxedi.
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Fragment  of  Jakhundera Church  
carved  door, Svaneti, I quarter 
of  the 11th century.

jaxunderis eklesiis moxa-
ratebuli karis fragmenti. 
svaneTi, XI sauk. I meoTxedi.
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Interior wood carving, 
detail, Imereti.

xeze kveTis detali 
interierSi, imereTi.

Fragment of wood carving, 
Melesi, 10–11th centuries,
Georgian St. Art Museum.

moxaratebuli xis koWis 
fragmenti, melesi, 
X–XI sauk. saqarTvelos 
sax. xelovnebis muzeumi.
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Fragment of wood carving, 
Melesi, 10–11th centuries,
Georgian St. Art Museum.

moxaratebuli xis koWis 
fragmenti melesi, 
X–XI sauk.
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Fragment of fireplace decoration 
from Trialeti, wood carving,
19th century.

buxris morTulobis fragmenti 
TrialeTidan, xeze kveTiloba, 
XIX sauk.

Wood carving national 
ornament, 19th century.

xeze kveTili xalxuri 
ornamenti, XIX sauk.
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Fragment of cupboard door, wood 
carving, Khoni, 19th century.

TaxCis moxaratebuli karis 
fragmenti xoni, XIX sauk.



82

W
O

O
D

 C
A

R
V

IN
G

x
e
z

e
 k

v
e
T

i
l

i
 o

r
n
a
m
e
n
t

i
Balcony railing details, 
Samegrelo.

aivnis moajiris detalebi, 
samegrelo.
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Constructive pillars.

dedaboZebi.
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Setting fragment, 
10–12 centuries, gold, enamel.

Saravandis fragmenti, 
oqro,  X–XII sauk.  
tixruli minanqari.
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Lower parts of setting, silver 
without  gilding.

Saravandis qvemo nawilebi, 
vercxli mooqrovis gareSe.

Framework,  gold plated  silver,  
11th  century.

xatis CarCo, vercxli 
mooqruli, XI sauk.

Plate frame,  11th  century, 
gold  plated  silver.

firfitis CarCo, 
XI sauk. vercxli mooqruli.
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Ripid, gold plated  silver, 
11th century.

samwerobeli, vercxli, 
mooqruli, XI sauk.
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Horseman  St.  George, frame  
parts,  gold–plated silver, 
11–12th centuries.

mxedari wm. giorgi, CarCos 
nawilebi, vercxli mooqruli, 
XI–XII sauk.

Lower parts of setting, 
silver without  gilding.

CarCos qvemo nawilebi, 
vercxli mooqrovis gareSe.
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Side parts of setting, silver 
without  gilding.

CarCos gverdiTi nawilebi,  
vercxli mooqrovis gareSe.

Internal  fragments  of  setting,  
gold plated  silver.

CarCos Sida nawilebi, 
mooqruli vercxli.

Fragment of Berti 12th century 
Four Gospels,  gold plated silver.

berTis XII sauk. 
oTxTavis moWediloba, 
mooqruli vercxli.
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Fragment of the Virgin 
medallion  setting,  gold plated 
silver, 12–13th centuries.

RvTismSoblis medalionis 
CarCos fragmenti, vercxli 
mooqruli, XII–XIII sauk.

Fragment of the Virgin 
icon setting, silver.

RvTismSoblis xatis 
CarCos fragmenti, vercxli.

Ilori St. George setting, 
gently  gold  plated  silver, 
17th century.

iloris wm. giorgis CarCo, 
mqrTalad mooqruli 
vercxli, XVII sauk.
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Lower  parts  of  John 
the Baptist’s icon decor setting, 
gold  plated  silver.

ioane naTlismcemlis xatis 
dekori, CarCos qveda 
nawilebi, vercxli mooqruli.

“Entreaty”, setting fragment, 
gently  gold  plated  silver, 
16th  century.

“vedreba”, CarCos fragmenti, 
mqrTalad mooqruli 
vercxli, XVI sauk.
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Cross,  gently  gold 
plated silver, Gelati.

sawinamZRvro jvari, odnav 
mooqruli vercxli, gelaTi.
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Fragment of the Virgin icon  
setting,  gold  plated silver, 
15th century.

RvTismSoblis xatis 
CarCos fragmenti,  
vercxli mooqruli, 
Tbilisi, XV sauk.
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Fragment of the Saviour icon  
setting, Beka  Opizari, gold.

macxovris xatis CarCos 
nawili, beqa opizari, oqro.
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Plate frame,  11th  century, 
gold  plated  silver.

firfitis CarCo, XI sauk. 
vercxli mooqruli.

Plate frame,  11th  century, 
gold  plated  silver.

firfitis CarCo, XI sauk. 
vercxli mooqruli.
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Fragment of the Saviour icon decor, 
Gelati, I half of the 12th century, 
silver, niello.
macxovris xatis dekoris 
fragmenti, gelaTi, XII sauk. 
I naxevari, sevadi, vercxli.

Horse harness, gold, Akhalgori, 
4th century BC.

sasafeTqleebi, axalgori, 
IV sauk. Cv. w. aR.–mde, oqro.

Cheremi hand, 4th century, 
gold plated silver.

Weremis xeli, IV sauk.
mooqroviliEvercxli.
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John the Baptist icon, upper 
Svaneti, 13th century, silver. 

ioane naTlismcemlis xati, 
zemo svaneTi,  
vercxli, XII sauk.

Rosette – harness decoration, Akhalgori, 
4th century BC, gold.

cxenis lagamis mosarTavi varRuli, 
axalgori,  IVsauk. Cv. w. aR.-mde, oqro.
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Silver necklace and buckle.

vercxlis yelsabami da balTa.

Tekali, lower Svaneti, 11th cengtury, 
gold plated, silver.

Tekali, qvemeo svaneTi, mooqruli 
vercxli, XI sauk.
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Silver buckles and belt 
segments, Tbilisi.

vercxlis balTebi da 
qamris segmentebi, Tbilisi.

Silver buttons.

vercxlis Rilebi.
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Fragment of Khakhuli the Virgin 
triptych decor, Gelati, 
I half of the 12th century, gold.

moWedilobis da dekoris 
fragmenti, xaxulis RmrTism-
Soblis karedi xati, gelaTi, 
oqro, XII sauk. I naxevari.

Barakoni cross details, 
16th century, silver.

barakonis sakurTxevlis  
jvris detalebi, 
vercxli, XVI sauk.
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Fragment of Khakhuli the Virgin 
triptych, Gelati, I half of the 
12th century, gold.

moWedilobis fragmenti,  
xaxulis RmrTismSoblis 
karedi xati, gelaTi,  
oqro,  XII sauk. I naxevari.

The Saviour Icon, Tsalenjikha, 
11th century, gold plated silver.

macxovris xati, walenjixa, 
vercxli mooqruli,  XI sauk.

Alaverdi, the Virgin Icon, 
16th century, silver.

alaverdis RmrTismSoblis 
xati, vercxli, XVI sauk.
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Breastplate detail of men’s garment, 
Cross–shaped embroidery, beads, 
silk and wool,  Khevsureti, 
beginning of the 20th century.

mamakacis samosis gulispiris detali, 
xevsureTi, abreSumisa da Salis Zafi, 
jvruli naqargoba, mZivi, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Breastplate detail of men’s garment. 
Cross–shaped embroidery, beads, 
silk and wool,  Khevsureti, 
beginning of the 20th century.

mamakacis samosis gulispiris detali, 
xevsureTi, abreSumisa da Salis Zafi, 
jvruli naqargoba, mZivi, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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“Sataura”, headdress detail of the national 
headgear in Khevsureti region, 
cross–shaped embroidery, beads, silk and 
wool, beginning of the 20th century.

saTaura, xevsuri qalis Tavsaburavis 
detali, xevsureTi, abreSumisa da 
Salis Zafi, jvruli naqargoba, mZivi, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi. 

Leggings, wool, natural and chemical 
colourans, Khevsureti, 
beginning of the 20th century.

gamaSi, xevsureTi,  
Salis Zafi, bunebrivi da 
qimiuri saRebavebi, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Waist belt, cross–shaped 
embroidery, cotton and wool, 
Khevsureti, beginning
of the 20th century.

sartyeli qamari, xevsureTi, 
jvruli naqargoba, bambisa 
da Salis Zafi, XX saukunis 
dasawyisi.

Ornamental fragment knitted 
by hand, wool, Khevsureti, 
beginning of the 20th century.

CxiriT qsova, xevsureTi, 
Sali, XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Breastplate detail of men’s garment, 
cross–shaped embroidery, beads, 
silk and wool.  Khevsureti, 
Beginning of the 20th century.

mamakacis samosis gulispiris detali, 
xevsureTi, abreSumisa da Salis Zafi, 
jvruli naqargoba, mZivi, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Details of the rug, wool and 
cotton. Tusheti region, end of 
19th century.

fardagis detalebi, 
TuSeTi, Sali, bamba,  
XIX saukunis bolo,
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Details of the rug, wool and 
cotton, Tusheti region, 
end of the 20th century.

fardagis detalebi, 
TuSeTi, Sali, bamba, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Rug, wool and cotton, 
Tusheti region, end of the 19th century.

fardagi, TuSeTi, Sali, bamba. 
XIX saukunis bolo.
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Rug, wool and cotton. Tusheti region, 
end of the 20th century.

fardagi, TuSeTi, 
Sali, bamba, XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Rug, wool, Tusheti region, 
early 20th century.

fardagi, TuSeTi, Sali, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Details of the rug, eool and 
cotton, Tusheti region, 
end of the 20th century.

fardagis detalebi, 
TuSeTi, Sali, bamba, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Samples of Georgian embroidery, 
16–19th centuries.

XVI–XIX saukunis qarTuli 
qargulobis nimuSebi.
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Block printed textile samples, 
linen, indigo. printing, 69 x 69 cm, 
10–20ties of the 20th century.

daCiTuli qsovilis nimuSebi. 
tilo, indigo.  
beWdva, 69 x 69 sm. 
XX saukunis 10–20-iani wlebi.
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Sample of embroidery, 
pillow-case, crepe de chine, silk, 
beginning of the 20th century.

naqargobis nimuSi, baliSispiri. 
krebdiSini, abreSumis Zafi, qargva, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi,
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Larger veil with an embroidered victory–bearing 
Sign of the Cross, vine with 12 brunches of 
grapes, Satin, cloth of silver, silk thread. 72,5 x 86 
cm. Sagarejo, Kakheti, 1718.

didi dafarna. naqargi `Zlevis jvari“. 
vazi 12 mtevniT, oqromkedi, vercxlmkedi, 
abreSumis Zafi, 72,5 x 86 sm. sagarejo, 
kaxeTi, 1718 w.
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Veil of the King’s daughter-in-law Salome, 
spouse of Prince Julon, 18th century.

dafarna, mefis rZali salome, 
iulon batoniSvilis Tanamecxedre, 
XVIII sauk.
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Veils from Bodbe monastic complex, 19th century.

dafarnebi bodbis taZridan, XIX sauk.
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Palitiza with cherubs, silk, silk thread, 
quilted cloth of gold, Ubisa, 
St. George Church, 16th century.

enqeri qerubimis gamosaxulebiT. abreSumis 
qsovili da Zafi, mosiTvuli oqromkedi. 
ubisa, wm. giorgis monasteri. XVI sauk.
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Veil donated by Salome, daughter of Iese, 
the Duke of Qsani, AD 1772.

dafarna, qsnis erisTavis ieses asulis 
salomes mier Sewiruli, 1772 w.
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Veil, embroidered by Ana–Khanum, 
spouse of Teimuraz II, 
AD 1746–1756.

dafarna, Teimuraz meores 
Tanamecxedre ana–xanumis mier 
moqarguli, 1746–1756 ww.
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Veil, embroidered by Ana-Khanum, 
spouse of Teimuraz II, 
AD 1746–1756.

dafarna, Teimuraz meores 
Tanamecxedre ana-xanumis mier 
moqarguli, 1746–1756 ww.
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Veil of unknown origin, 18th century.

dafarna, ucnobi warmomavlobis, XVIII sauk.
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Veil of unknown origin, 18th century.

dafarna, ucnobi warmomavlobis, XVIII sauk.
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Headband, detail of traditional women headgear in 
the region of Shua Qartli, 19th  century.

qalis tradiciuli 
Tavsaburavis detali, Sublsakravi, 
Sua qarTli, XIX sauk.
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Headband, detail of traditional women headgear in 
the region of Shua Qartli, 19th  century.

qalis tradiciuli 
Tavsaburavis detali, Sublsakravi, 
Sua qarTli, XIX sauk.
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Blue tablecloth. Cotton, Indigo dyeing technique, 116 x 147 cm. 
early 19 century.

lurji sufra. dasawyisi, bamba, indigo, cviliT Senaxvis 
teqnika, 116 x 147 sm., XIX sauk. dasawyisi. 
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Blue tablecloth, silk, alizarin, 
mixed technique. 92 x 92 sm., 1940.

lurji sufra. abreSumi. alizarini. 
Sereuli teqnika. 92 x 92 sm., 1940 w.
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Decorative, floral and animal motives.

dekoratiuli, mcenareuli da 
zoomorfuli motivebi.
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Decorative, floral and animal motives.

dekoratiuli, mcenareuli da 
zoomorfuli motivebi.
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Decorative, floral and animal motives.

dekoratiuli, mcenareuli da 
zoomorfuli motivebi.
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Laces, cotton, Tbilisi, 
beginning of the 20th century.

maqmanebi, Tbilisi, XX saukunis 
dasawyisi, bamba.
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Laces, cotton, Tbilisi, 
beginning of the 20th century.

maqmanebi, Tbilisi,  bamba,  
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Laces, cotton, Tbilisi, 
beginning of 
the 20th century.

maqmanebi, Tbilisi, bamba, 
XX saukunis. dasawyisi.

Case for comb, 
cotton, Tbilisi. beginning 
of the 20th century.

savarcxlis bude, 
Tbilisi, XX saukunis 
dasawyisi, bamba.

Neckband,  sample of the collar, 
cotton, Tbilisi, beginning of 
the 20th  century.

sayelos nimuSi, maqmani, 
Tbilisi,  XX saukunis 
dasawyisi, bamba.
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Case for comb, 
cotton, Tbilisi, beginning of 
the 20th century.

savarcxlis bude, 
Tbilisi, XX saukunis 
dasawyisi, bamba.

Laces, cotton, Tbilisi, 
beginning of 
the 20th century.

maqmanebi, Tbilisi, bamba, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.
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Laces, cotton, Tbilisi, 
beginning of the 20th century.

maqmanebi, Tbilisi, bamba, 
XX saukunis dasawyisi.





MANUSCRIPTS
ხელნაწერები
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Page–heading decoration from 
so–called Mtskheta Psalms, 
AD 934, manuscript.

Tavsamkauli e.w. mcxeTis 
fsalmunidan, 934 wlis 
xelnaweri.

Page–heading decoration 
from Luka  Gospel, AD 1054.

Tavsamkauli luka maxareblis 
saxarebidan, 1054w.
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Vignette, manuscript of 
beginning of the 19th century.

vineti XIX sauk. 
dasawyisis xelnaweridan.

Samples of manuscript 
decoration from “Book 
decoration samples”, manuscript 
of beginning of the 19th century.

xelnaweris Semkulobis 
nimuSebi “wignis mokazmvis 
nimuSebi”-dan XIX sauk. 
dasawyisis xelnaweri.

Samples of manuscript 
decoration from “Book 
decoration samples”, manuscript 
of beginning of the 19th century.

xelnaweris Semkulobis 
nimuSebi “wignis mokazmvis 
nimuSebi”-dan XIX sauk. 
dasawyisis xelnaweri.
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Initial letter from Michael
the Modrekili’s hymns,
10th century manuscript.

sazedao aso miqel 
modrekilis saeklesio 
sagalobelTa krebulidan, 
X sauk. xelnaweri.

Initial letters from
Svinaksari, manuscript of
40-s of 11th century.

sazedao asoebi 
svinaqsaridan XI sauk. 
ormociani wlebis xelnaweri.
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Page–heading decorations 
from Svinaksari, manuscript 
of end of the 11th century.

Tavsamkaulebi 
svinaqsaridan XI sauk. 
dasasrulis xelnaweri.

Page–heading decoration 
from Svinaksari, manuscript 
of 40-s of the 10th century.

Tavsamkauli svinaqsaridan 
X sauk. 40-iani wlebis 
xelnaweri.

Ornamental line from 
Astronomical Tract, 
manuscript, 1210 AD.

ornamentuli zoli 
astronomiuli traqtatidan 
1210 wlis xelnaweri.
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Initial letters from “The
tales of Gregory the
Theologian”, manuscript, AD 1031.

sazedao asoebi 1031w. 
xelnaweridan _ “grigol 
RvTismetyvelis Tqmulebani”.

Initial letters from
“St. Eptvime’s tales”, 
13–14th centuries’ manuscript.

sazedao asoebi “wm. efTvimes 
Tqmulebebi”–dan, 
XIII–XIV sauk. xelnaweri.
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Page-heading decoration from 
so-called Shiomgvime Gospel, 
1304 AD manuscript.

Tavsamkauli e.w. SiomRvimis 
saxarebidan 1304 wlis 
xelnaweri.

Page-heading decoration 
11th century manuscript

Tavsamkauli XI sauk. 
xelnaweridan.

Page-heading decoration 
1743 AD  manuscript.

Tavsamkauli 1743 wlis 
xelnaweridan.
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Page-heading decoration and 
initial letter from Gospel, 
manuscript, 15th century.

Tavsamkauli da sazedao 
aso oTxTavidan,  
XV sauk. xelnaweri.

Initial letter from 
11–12th centuries manuscript.

sazedao aso XI–XII sauk. 
xelnaweridan.

Initial letter from so-called 
Mokvi Gospel,  
manuscript, AD  1300.

sazedao aso e.w. moqvis 
saxarebidan 1300 wlis 
xelnaweridan.
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Samples of manuscript 
decoration from “Book 
decoration samples”, manuscript 
of beginning of the 19th century.

xelnaweris Semkulobis 
nimuSebi “wignis mokazmvis 
nimuSebi”-dan, XIX sauk. 
dasawyisis xelnaweri.

Page-heading decoration from 
manuscript, 15th century.

Tavsamkauli XV sauk. 
xelnaweridan.
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Initial letters from so-called  Mokvi 
Gospel, manuscript, AD 1300.

sazedao asoebi e.w. moqvis 
saxarebidan, 1300 wlis xelnaweri.

Initial letters from so-called Mokvi 
Gospel, manuscript, AD 1300.

sazedao asoebi e.w. moqvis 
saxarebidan 1300 wlis xelnaweri.
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Sample of manuscript decoration 
from “Book decoration samples”, 
manuscript of beginning of the 
19th century.

xelnaweris nimuSi “wignis 
mokazmvis nimuSebi”-dan, 
XIX sauk. dasawyisis 
xelnaweri.

Sample of manuscript 
decoration from”Book 
decoration samples”, manuscript 
of beginning of the 19th century.

xelnaweris Semkulobis 
nimuSi “wignis mokazmvis 
nimuSebi”-dan, XIX sauk. 
dasawyisis xelnaweri.

Sample of page  ornamental 
decoration from”Book decoration 
samples”, manuscript of beginning 
of the 19th century.

gverdis ornamentuli 
Semkuloba “wignis mokazmvis 
nimuSebi”-dan, XIX sauk. 
dasawyisis xelnaweri.
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Page- heading decoration from 
so-called Bichvinta Gospel, 
manuscript, 12th century.

Tavsamkaulebi e.w. biWvinTis 
saxarebidan, XII sauk. xelnaweri.

Initial letter from “Tales of Grigol 
Theologian”, manuscript, AD 1031.

sazedao aso 
xelnaweridan “grigol 
RvTismetyvelis Tqmulebani”, 
1031 w.

Initial letter from so–called Mokvi 
Gospel, manuscript, AD 1300,

sazedao aso e.w. moqvis 
saxarebidan, xelnaweri, 1300 w.
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Page-heading decoration from 
so-called Bichvinta Gospel, 
manuscript, 12th century.

Tavsamkaulebi e.w. 
biWvinTis saxarebidan, 
xelnaweri, XII sauk.

Initial letter and page-heading 
decorations from Michael the 
Modrekili’s hymns, 
manuscript, 10th century.

Tavsamkaulebi miqel 
modrekilis saeklesio 
sagalobelTa krebulidan, 
xelnaweri, X sauk. 
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Initial letters from Ienashi 
Four Gospels, 13th  century.

sazedao asoebi ienaSis 
oTxTavidan,EXIII sauk.

Initial letter and page-heading 
decoration from Four Gospels, 
manuscript, 15th century. 

Tavsamkauli da sazedao 
asoebi oTxTavidan,  
xelnaweri, XV sauk.

Initial letter from so-called Mokvi 
Gospel, manuscript, AD 1300.

sazedao asoebi e.w. moqvis 
saxarebidan, xelnaweri, 1300 w.
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Mestia Gospel, 11th century.

mestiis oTxTavi, XI sauk.
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Sample of manuscript 
decoration from “Book 
decoration samples”, manuscript 
of beginning of the 19th century.

xelnaweris Semkulobis 
nimuSi “wignis mokazmvis 
nimuSebi”-dan XIX sauk. 
dasawyisis xelnaweri.

Mestia Gospel fragment, 
11th century.

mestiis oTxTavis 
fragmenti, XI sauk.

Page-heading decoration 
from so-called Gelati 
Gospel, manuscript, 
11th century.

Tavsamkauli e.w. 
“gelaTis saxarebidan”, 
XI sauk. xelnaweri.
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Composition detail and initials from so-called 
the Second Jruch Four  Gospels, 12–13th 
centuries manuscript.
 
siuJeturi kompoziciis 
detali sazedao asoebi 
e.w. jruWis meore oTxTavidan, 
xelnaweri, XII–XIII sauk. 

Page-heading decoration 
from Gospel, 
AD 1691 manuscript.

Tavsamkauli saxarebidan, 
1691 wlis xelnaweri.
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Page-heading decoration from 
Svinaksari, manuscript of 
40-s of the 10th century.

TavsamkauliEsvinaqsaridan, 
X sauk. 40-ian wlebis 
xelnaweri.

Initial letter and page-heading 
decorations from Michael the 
Modrekili’s hymns, manuscript, 
10th century.

sazedao aso da 
Tavsamkaulebi miqel 
modrekilis sagalobelTa 
krebulidan,  
X sauk. xelnaweri.

Page-heading decoration from 
so-called Vani Gospel, 
manuscript, 12–13th centuries.

Tavsamkauli e.w. vanis 
saxarebidan, xelnaweri,  
XII–XIII sauk.
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Arch, Urbnisi manuscript, 
Tao-Klarjeti school, 
11th century.

kamara, urbnisis xelnaweri, 
tao-klarjuli skola, 
XI sauk.

Page-heading decoration 
from so-called Dusheti Four 
Gospel, 13th century 
manuscript.

TavsamkauliEe.w. 
duSeTis oTxTavidan, 
XIII sauk. xelnaweri.
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Arch, Urbnisi manuscript, 
Tao-Klarjeti school, 
11th century
kamara, urbnisis xelnaweri 
tao-klarjuli skola, 
XI sauk.

Samples of manuscript 
decoration from “Book 
decoration samples”, manuscript 
of beginning of the 19th century.

xelnaweris Semkulobis 
nimuSebi “wignis mozmvis 
nimuSebi”-dan, XIX sauk. 
dasawyisis xelnaweri.





ORNAMENTAL 
WALL PAINTING

კედლის ორნამენტული ფერწერა
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Zemo Krikhi, Archangel church, 
10–11th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
zemo krixi, mTavarangelozis eklesia, 
X–XI sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Big Church of Akhtala, 
13th  century  painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti,  
axtalis didi taZari, 
XIII sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Big Church of Akhtala, 
13th  century  painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
axtalis didi taZari, 
XIII sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, Ikvi 
Church, 13th century painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, ikvis taZari, 
XIII sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, Gelati 
Monastery, St. George Church, 
16th century  painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
gelaTis monasteri, wm. giorgis 
eklesia XVI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Big Church of Akhtala, 
13th  century  painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
axtalis didi taZari, 
XIII sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, St. George 
Church, 16th century.

kedlis  mxatvrobis fragmenti,  
gelaTis monasteri, wm. giorgis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, St. George 
Church, 16th century

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
gelaTis monasteri, wm. giorgis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, St. George 
Church, 16th century  painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
gelaTis monasteri, wm. giorgis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Ateni Sioni, 10th century painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, atenis sioni, 
X sauk.



172

O
R

N
A

M
E

N
T

A
L 

W
A

LL
-P

A
IN

T
IN

G
k
e
d

l
i
s
 o

r
n
a
m
e
n
t

u
l

i
 f

e
r

w
e
r

a
Fragment of wall painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Ikvi Church, 13th century painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
ikvis taZari, XIII sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, St. George 
Church, 16th century  painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
gelaTis monasteri, wm. giorgis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, Gelati 
Monastery, the Virgin Church, 
14th century painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
gelaTis monasteri, RvTismSoblis 
taZari, XIV sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, the Virgin 
Church, 14th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, gelaTis 
monasteri, RmrTismSoblis 
taZari, XIV sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Kintsvisi, 12th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, yinwvisi, XII sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery,  the Virgin 
Church, 14th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, gelaTis 
monasteri, RmrTismSoblis 
taZari,  XIV sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, Ateni 
Sioni, 10th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, atenis sioni, X sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
David Garedji Monastery, 
St. John the Baptist’s Church, 
11–12th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, daviT gareji, 
ioane naTlismcemlis 
eklesia, XI–XII sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Khoni, 13th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, xoni, XIII sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Archangel Church, Bugeuli, 
15–16 centuries.

kedlis mTxatvrobis 
fragmenti, bugeuli, 
mTavarangelozis eklesia, 
XV–XVI sauk.
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Fragments of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, St.George 
Church, 16th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmentebi, gelaTis 
monasteri, w.m. giorgis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.

Fragments of wall painting, 
Zemokrikhi, Archangel church, 
10–12th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmentebi, zemokrixi, 
mTavarangelozis eklesia, 
X–XII sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, 
16th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, gelaTis 
monasteri, XVI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, St. George 
Church, 16th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, gelaTis 
monasteri, wm. giorgis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.

Fragment of wall gpainting, 
David Gareji Monastery, 
Bertubani, 12–13th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, daviT-gareji, 
berTubani, XII–XIII sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Ikvi  Church, 13th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, ikvis taZari, 
XIII sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Kintsvisi, 12th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, yinwvisi, XII sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, St. George 
church, 16th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, gelaTis 
monasteri, wm. giorgis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.

Fragment ofwall painting, 
Zemo Krikhi Archangel church, 
11th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, zemo krixis 
mTavarangelozis 
eklesia, XI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Pavnisi church, 
12–13th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti,  favnisis 
eklesia,  XII–XIII sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Rkoni castle church, 
15–16th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, rkonis 
cixis eklesia, rkoni,  
XV–XVI sauk.
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Fragments of wall painting, 
Gelati Monastery, St. George 
church, 16th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmentebi, gelaTis 
monasteri, w.m. giorgis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Timotesubani, 
10–11th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, timoTesubani,  
X–XI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Archangel church, 
Bugeuli, 15–16 centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, bugeuli, 
mTavarangelozis 
eklesia, XV–XVI sauk.
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Archangel church, Gremi, 
16th century.

gremis mTavarangelozis 
eklesia, XVI sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Likhni, 13–14th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, lixni, 
XIII–XIV sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Big church of Akhtala, 
12–13th centuries.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmenti, axtalis didi 
taZari,  XII–XIII sauk.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Tsalenjikha, 14th century.

kedlis mxatvrobis 
fragmentTi, walenjixa, 
XIV sauk.
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Fragment of wall painting, 
Zemokrikhi, Archangel Church,  
11th  century painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
zemokrixi, mTavarangelozis 
eklesia, XI sauk. mxatvroba.

Fragment of wall painting, Ateni 
Sioni, 10th century painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
atenis sioni, X sauk. mxatvroba.

Fragment of wall painting, 
Zemokrikhi, Archangel Church,  
11th  century painting.

kedlis mxatvrobis fragmenti, 
zemokrixi, mTavarangelozis 
eklesia, XI sauk. mxatvroba.
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