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bsdbogatim bgmddmgebgmo — 3sss 3 7m0sBzomo

Artistic Director — Paata Guliashvili
XynoxecTBeHHbIH pykooauTesb — [laara I'yniuamsuiau

3magst0 Gggobméo — gomtigo Bsgzgdedy
Main Director — Giorgi Chakvetadze
I'naBHblii pesxxuccep — Ieopruii YaksBeraase

3msgetho Bbshgstro — gzl GebgmIsdzame Fbshgsto — :lsm Bsérg4emaBgommo

main scenographer — Levan Rostomashvili scenographer — Keti nareklishvili
IIaBHBIA Xy10:KHUK — JleBan PocTomamBuin xypoxxuuk — Kern Hapexanmsuiau
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ALILOMB>ISN/ACTORS/AKTEPHI

9996 3sdogsdzormo 336 Johozgmodgormo 65%0 shs3053300m0

Eter Babilashvili Karlo Kartvelishvili Nazi Araviashvili
Etep badnnamsuian Kapno Kapreeaunmsuian Ha3u ApaBHamBuin

30696 ggodhodzamo 20R36 03320103300 3360 0s6dqmady

Venera Peikrishvili Eldar Tavdishvili Vano Iantbelidze
Benepa ®enkpumiBuiIn Enpap TapaumBuian Bano ManToenunze

i e obs ByBu6sBg0rmo Bober gayisbody
Temur Khunashvili Iza Shushanashvili Nino Kurtanidze
Temyp XyHaliBu/Iu M3za ymanamsuin Huno Kypranunse
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6mbs B7dschoBg0rmo 3300 Bo3gmodgomo
Nona Khumarashvili Zurab lomidze David Natsvlishvili
Hona Xymapamsuin 3ypab Jlomuaze Jasug Hansanmsuim

sgdber GsB33dg-(306539¢58g00m0 30mé30 3grosBgomro 208 Romaszmo
Lekso Razmadze- Giorgi Gelashvili Lia Jaliashvili
Tsinkverashvili reoprui reJialiBHJIN JIua /PxaauamBuian
Jlekco Pa3zmanse-
IuHKBepaIBUIN

336365 304330330000
Manana Abramishvili
Manana AOpaMMIIBUHIN
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393 bembergeesBzomo
Beka Songulashvili
Bexa CoHryJjamBuiu

356059 dsobipthody 606er @33moBzomo
David Khunashvili Mariam Maisuradze Nino Dvalishvili
Jasua XyHamBuiu Mapuam Maucypanse Huno JIBainmsuiau

- oo Gblighengo

David Khunashvili Beka Papuashvili Elizbar Nersesovi
JaBua XyHamBuiu Beka [lanyamBuin Eaunzoap Hepcecon
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SR3IN6NLSESGNY, VIAMIFIRI>N0)-GITEN3 IGO0 3IGLMBS20
ADMINISTRATION, CREATIVE AND TECHNICAL STAFF
AJIMUHHUCTPALIUS, XYIOKECTBEHHBII M TEXHUYECKH NEPCOHAJI

RoGJHG — Bobgon remabrstady
Manager — Mikheil Daghundaridze
aupekTop — Muxaui larynaapuasze

£208 a3 Bgogmo osdoms 3mamggho 303 baoBgomo
Lia Gigoshvili Tamila Gogochuri Gia Khutsishvili
JIna I'mromBuan Tamuia Iorouypu I'ma Xynumsuim
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@336 0363dy Boggoms 83398300 % JgdsBg0mm0

Tamar Imnadze Makvala Dzamukashvili Zaza Kemashvili
Tamap Umnuanze Maxksana J[3aMyKamIBuJIn 3a3a KemamBuian

o eoebed) 0gerbs 3mdosBgogmo 305 0cb3sBgogmo
Lali Doghonadze Teona Kobiashvili Gia Iosebashvili
Jlamu I'onranze Teona Koonamsuin I'msa UocedamBuim

0335 shged30m0 39mhg0 gobosdzomo sthogn gotsbodzagmo

Tamaz Achuashvili Giorgi Gviniashvili Archil Piranishvili
Tama3 AuyamiBHJIN I'eopruii I'BuHNamMIBAI Apuni @UpaHUIIBHIN
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Boath rgeBommo 03369 (gofrgbs) ByMedoTzamo 03 3sbognsBgommo
Nodar Beruashvili Ivane (Piruz) Zurabishvili Ia Basilashvili
Honap BepyamBuin HNBane (Pupysza) 3ypadbumBuim Ha bacunamBuin

305 37emBsgetsdgommo 3006G30 ©3svo 30696 gogormsBzogmo
Maia Gulmagarashvili Giorgi Dvali Venera Kavalashvili
Mamua I'ynmarapamsuimn TI'eopruii /IBasm Benepa Kapanamsunian

Goa%0 33hEgsBzomo bl gaemtoBgoo
Tsiuri Varduashvili Ana Dvali Zurab Egorishvili
Inypu Bapayamsuian Amna JIBanu 3ypad EropumBuiu
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sb3sn 3o03s6ergo 03836 3mEYAAs Mo 836565 6slgosBgommo
Asmat Mirimanovi Tamar Goderdzauli Manana Naskidashvili
Acmat MupumMaHoBH Tamap I'ogepazayan Manana Hackupamsuin

6305 33greemadgogmo @amo Bsmosdgomo bagmerdy dsaligdady
Natia Mchedlishvili Lali Zatiashvili Salome Maisuradze
Harua MuepmmuBuiu Jlanu 3aTnamBuian Canome Maucypanze

3033 33qremadzomo
Marika Mchedlishvili
Mapuka MyeJiMIuBHIN
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LASHA CHKHARTISHVILI

TELAVI THEATRE 258 YEARS OLD

The Telavi Theater with its legacy, dramatic past and rich history is the most ancient
theater centers in the Caucasus Region.

Among the permanent professional theaters in the Caucasus Region and of course in
Georgia, it is the oldest one that dates back the second half of the XVIII century, based on
references in ancient sources.

In the XVIII century, Telavi became one of the most important political, social,
economic, educational and cultural centers in Georgia.

Establishment and development of professional theatre in Telavi was facilitated by the
political-economic factors along with the rich theatre tradition (Improvised masqueraded
folk theatre in Georgia — Berikaoba and Keenoba) under the rule of King Erekle II. The
first attempt to establish professional theatre performances occurred under the reign of King
Erekle II.

The process of establishing the professional theater was quite prolonged and consistent.
King Erekle sent not few promising young Georgians to Russia to further their education.
Among them were: David Batonishvili, Erasti Turkestanashvili, Ivane Orbeliani, Giorgi
Avalishvili, Gabriel Areshashvili, later granted a title of Major (The King bestowed him
the surname Areshashvili shortly after his return to his homeland). After their arrival to
Georgia, they set foundation for various types of professional theaters in Telavi.

In 1758, Erekle II established a theological-philosophical academy. Teaching methods,
content and techniques were similar to Russian theological educational institutions. As
reported, students used to learn rhetoric same as “Art of Words” and declamation. The
curriculum was designed to study the rules of dramatic theory, resulting in a creation of a
new, original play. The students of a theological-philosophical academy used to perform
wide range of plays with their own resources and performed it on the stage of the academy.
The first such performance was dedicated to the 3rd year anniversary of the academy in
1761. 1t is the period when the history of so called “school theatre” started. This date is
considered as the year of the first professional performance in Telavi.

Since 1761, the process has become irreversible and the theatre life adopted more diverse
style with the time in Telavi. Obviously, the political factors supported and influenced the
formation of different theatre styles and forms. Back then, under the reign of King Erekle
I Telavi turned into a prosperous political, economic and cultural center. Opening of
Philosophical Seminary in Telavi in 1782 (based on traditions of academy built in 1758)
was of high importance since it reinforced development of “School Theatre”. The rector
of the seminary was David Alexi-Meskhishvili (1745-1824). The following original plays
were performed in this period: “Praise of King Erekle 11, “Giorgi III”. Mystery “Useli” by
David Meskhishvili, “Conversation of Elder and Young Scribes”, etc. The list of these plays
are mentioned not only in Georgian written sources but also in Russian.

One of the most distinguished figures of school drama was the rector of Telavi Seminary,
David Alexi-Meskhishvili. His contemporaries wrote the following about him:”Intelligent
person, a poet, a noble artist - author of not few philosophical and theological books”.
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Written sources and story-tellingapprove that he took part in performances and was highly
acclaimed for his “artistic nature”.

At the end of the 80s and early 90s of the XVIII century in Telavi, there were located
two theatre venues of Giorgi Avalishvili and Gabriel Major.

In 1790, the theater of excellence by Giorgi Avalishvili (1762-1850) was set up during
King Erekle’s reign in Telavi. Giorgi Avalishvili was one of the young professionals sent
to Russia by the King Erekle II. The theatre was led by Giorgi Avalishvili who spent quite
a long time at the King’s residencein Russia. He was extremely fond of theatre and shortly
after returning to his homeland he founded classical theatre, based on the art of historical
tradition and aesthetic attitudes of ancient Georgian theatre “Sakhioba”. The Royal
family members also performed at Giorgi Avalishvili’s royal theatre. Among them were
Tamaz Andronikashvili, David and Mirian Batonishvili, daughters of the king, as well as
daughters of Orbeliani and Avalishvili, the commander loane Orbeliani’s priest, Joseph and
Major Gabriel - “Creator of Comedies” - who was granted Areshashvili title by the King.
“Sakhioba” took place at the royal halls, hippodromes and open spaces. David Machabeli
was the head of the Theatre Company.

In those days, the repertoire of the theatre mainly consisted of plays translated from
foreign languages. Giorgi Avalishvili translates Russian dramatist A.P. Sumarokov’s
comedy: “Horn Bearers”,”Mother of ragged Woman”, “Argument” and “Conversation
of the Dead”- satire in a dialogue style. He writes and presents an original play “King
Teimuraz”.

Georgian drama immensely develops in Giorgi Avalishvili’s period. In the history of
Georgian dramaturgy there is a distinctive place for Giorgi Avalishvili’s legacy, who was
committed to the principles of European theater and drama. He exceptionally supported
the introduction of classical principles and wrote original plays. He wrote the play “King
Teimuraz”.

In this period David Cholokashvili’s “Iphigenia” was created for the glory and greatness
of the King of all Georgia, King Irakli (based on Racine, performed in March, 1795).
Performance was deliberately written in archaic Georgian as follows the laws of classics
but (along with G. Piranishvili’s play “Tragedy of the Knight in the Panter’s Skin”) it was
not highly acclaimed by the Minister of Education of Russia due to the violation of drama
rules. Although the real reason behind all this might have been totally different.

Since “Iphigenia” by D. Cholokashvili advanced patriotic themes, it is logical to assume
that it was prohibited in Russia.

In the 90s of the XVIII century, at Giorgi Avalishvili’s theatre there were staged not
few plays written or translated by Aleksandre Amilakhvari, Goderzi Piranashvili, Teimuraz
Batonishvili. These facts demonstrate that the Russian culture was not a sole source for
Georgian drama or theatre tradition. Yet, there was a direct way to experience European
theatre traditions and legacy.

During the same period when Giorgi Avalishvili’s theatre was formulating, soon another
theatre center was established by the former member of the very theatre company, Major
Gabriel who served as a playwright and entrepreneur of the theatre.

Name of Artillery Major Gabriel is also connected to the Georgian theatre of the King
Erekle II. Documented information is preserved at Telavi Historical Museum. In the 60s,
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writer Aleksandre Orbeliani had preserved a ticket of Major Gabriel’s theater. It was printed
on a small blue paper.

Major Gabriel was an entrepreneur and director at the theatre.His theatre was a “joy” for
the King and “only affordable by the elite”. Accordingly, repertoire based on classic plays
was very delicately selected. King Erekle II granted him a title of Areshashvili.

Another distinguished figure of the Erekle King Theatre Era is “Head of the theatre
Company”- Machabela, whose name is mentioned differently in diverse sources: Tamaz,
Levan or David. As reported, he was an extremely talented Georgian actor, coming from
low class family background. David Machabeli is presented as an interesting individual by
Teimuraz Batonishvili. In 1795, during the invasion of the invasion of Agha-Mohammad
Khan, David Machabeli led the army of actors in the battlefield. With his comrades, he
heroically passed away in an unequal battle. Major Gabriel “fearlessly died on his war
cannon”. Lord loane Abashidze was killed in the battle as well. As King Erekle’s right
hand historician Oman Kherkheulidze reports, Major Gabriel died along with Machabeli
in Krtsanisi Battle in 1795. Major Gabriel was artillerist and he had a title of Major. His
contribution in Krtsanisi battle was immense. He was extremely courageous and fearless
figure.

In 1795, “Krtsanisi tragedy ended the history of the first Georgian professional theater”
- outlines Vasil Kiknadze (a theatre critic from King Erekle’s era) in his book “History of
Georgian Theatre Drama”.

Establishment and development of public professional theatre in King Erekle era was
a significant phenomenon not only for the city Telavi but also for the Georgian Theatre
history in general. Hence, this epoch delivered Georgian original classicism in the theatre
drama and classicism in professional theatre.

After heroic death of King Erekle’s Theatre Company in the battle, theatre life stopped
functioning not only in Telavi but throughout Georgia. Only 55 years later, theatre
community started to produce performances in a systematic and stable way in a city full of
such rich and diverse theatre traditions.

The first reports about theatre renovation after the Krtsanisi tragedy dates back to 1866.
In newspaper “Droeba” (#7., 1867) chronicler Z. Tsinamdzghvrishvili states: “Georgian
Theatre in Telavi has presented two performances in 1866. “Separation” by Giorgi Eristavi
and “The Sun Eclipse in Georgia” by Zurab Antonov. Performances were highly acclaimed
by the audience and the total income has been donated to the theatre”. The same news
reports state: “The royal palace of our former kings have been used as the theatre venue and
the project has been completed for a long time but today we have finally seen the design of
the building. Today, on July 11 we are celebrating a fascinating event - a rare occasion in a
city of Telavi. On this day, the palace of our kings was selected and named after St. Nino.
After the ceremony, artists performed outstanding scenes from the various plays”.

Newspaper “Droeba” actively provides Telavi citizens with updated information
about performances premiered in the city. On February 21, 1875, the newspaper wrote the
following:”There were two Georgian performances in Telavi, while Tbilisi produced only
one. None of our artists received a poor feedback from the society. One theatre group in
Thilisi have conferred on fake applauses from the audience.” The reviewer adds that the
representatives of different social background were present.

Newspaper “Droeba” (#25, 1875) provides a sensitive information: 1. Telavi hosted
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premieres based on the plays written in the city. 2. The theatre was on self-financing
practice and the income was totally directed to the improvement of the material-technical
base and 3. The Telavi Theatre was conducting charity activities. In those days it was a
long-adopted practice at Georgian theatres although The Telavi theatre supported not only
Georgian but also Armenian community. Similar precedents of having National Theatre
financially assisting minorities are not frequent in the history of Georgian theatre. Before
creating ‘“Permanent Stage Area” (Same as the Rustaveli Theatre in Tbilisi) led by Ilia
Chavchavadze, one of the first Georgian feminist, playwright, publicist and supporter of
establishing “Permanent Stage”, Barbare Jorjadze has performed in city Telavi.

Newspaper “Droeba”(#119. 1875) under pseudonym “Tsinamkhreli” reports:
“Performance in Telavi was cancelled due to the fact that all actresses, including Barbare
Jorjadze refused to perform right before the performance started. The next day, the
performance was highly acclaimed by the audience and Barbara Jorjadze seemed extremely
satisfied with her decision. She perfectly performed her role.”

In the following years, theatre life strives in Telavi and a permanent theatre company is
created in 1880. This fact was profoundly influenced by establishment of the “Permanent
Stage Area” in 1879, the late 70s of the XIX century. This process encouraged prosperity
of theatre life in the regions of the country. The establishment of a permanent theatre
company was the most crucial factors for development of the stable theatre formation. In
newspaper “Droeba” a profound journalist Romanoz Dzamsashvili-Tsamtsiev reports about
establishment of the permanent theatre company in Telavi, highlights initiation of theatre
club and theatre society in Telavi. (Newspaper “Droeba”, March 17, 1880). In 1880, there
were two premieres and both were a tremendous success.

The 80s of the 19th century is a period of immense movement and awakening. The
situation is gradually changing in Telavi as well. The cultural background is also transforming.
Local professionals such as V. Makarov, U. Kipiani, N. Rusieva and others are supported by
theatre figures from the capital. Barbare Jorjadze, Nato Gabunia, Lado Meskhishvili, Vaso
Abashidze, Davit Atskureli (Gamkrelidze), Aleksandre Kazbegi and others used to perform
at the Telavi Theatre stage. Mako Saparova was a frequent guest of her hometown as well.

In the 80s of the 19th century, “Drama Society of Georgia” started to operate under
governance of Ilia Chavchavadze and later Akaki Tsereteli.Along with their counterparts,
they founded “Permanent Theatre Company (later the Rustaveli Theatre) in 1879, which
toured in regions of Georgia and visited Telavi as well. Worth highlighting, the fact that
profound artists from the capital used to perform at the Telavi Theatre.

The history of The Telavi Theater is firmly related to the name of Kote Marjanishvili.
He started his professional career in him hometown Kvareli and later Telavi. He used to
organize home theatre performances at his residence in Kvareli.

Kote Marjanishvili had intensive collaboration with Melko Hajmamudov, an
entrepreneur who created first theatre charter (on May 1, 1894 during “The General Meeting
of the Telavi Drama Forum). During his career ((1880-1915) the following shows were
in repertoire: “Family of Culprits”, Eristavi’s “Homeland”, also plays by A. Tsagareli, V.
Gunia, N. Gogol and so forth. Kote Marjanishvili was not the only one who cooperated with
the Telavi Theatre. Almost all prominent figures of the”Permanent State Area” took part in
the Telavi Theater performances. In addition, the famous theatre figures used to organize
various events and tours.
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Theatre life became particularly diverse in the beginning of the XX century. On the
one hand, a vigorous theatre tempo was encouraged by active and prosperous theatre life-
style in the capital and the regions while on the other hand, in 1915 a railway station was
constructed in Telavi. It reinforced intensive intercultural (and not only) relations to the
capital.

Since 1904 local residents become members of the theatre company: Vano and loseb
Kakabadze, Ivane and Tate Paatashvili, Melko Azhmamudov, Iliko Javakhishvili, Napoleon
Astvatsaturov, Vano Gamkrelidze (Bekovich), Archil Gamkrelidze, Kote Onikashvili, Ana
Markarov, Susana Bejanishvili, Babale Mamatsashvili, Elene Chkhubianishvili , Venera
Meghvinetukhutsesi, Beglar Akhospireli, Solomon Goshadze, Vera Sidamonishvili, Vasil
Gogolashvili, Sasha lashvili-Chichua and others. The performances were held on the other
side of Telavi Khevi area. This building was a former workshop and a warehouse. In 1955,
it was demolished during city reconstruction.

From the beginning of the XX century, the plays of the Telavi Theater were performed
in Georgian, Russian and Armenian languages. Along with Georgian authors, masterpieces
by world classic writer were also performed: Shakespeare’s “Othello”,”The Taming of the
Shew”, J. London’s “Wolves”, Lope de Vega’s “La Vida es Suefio”, Dumas ‘“Marguerite
Gautier”, F. Schiller’s “In Tiranos” and so forth. Orchestra of amateur musicians was
founded as well. Theatre group was also formed for beginner artists (1916) who performed
minor roles along with professional artists.

In 1914 an outstanding director, one of the first professional Georgian directors Mikheil
Korel visited Telavi with his wife actress - Nino Chkheidze. They were also educated in the
Telavi Boys’ Gymnasium. Both used to teach at Gymnasium for boys. Their professional
contribution greatly inspired theatre progress in Telavi. A special tribute paid to duets
from “Othello” and “Marguerite Gautier”, performed by Aleksandre Imedashvili and Nino
Chkheidze.

In 1914 a prominent member of “Permanent Stage area” returns to the company, Davit
Atskureli-Gamkrelidze and his brother Vakhtang. Their dedicated work towards intensive
development of artistic value of The Telavi Theatre was outstanding. Ilia Chavchavadze
spoke dearly about Vakhtang Gamkrelidze’s role as Svimon Leonidze from D. Eristavi’s
“Homeland”.

In the beginning of the XX century, there was a prominent and extremely popular local
actress of The Telavi Theatre Company, Ana Markarov. Local residents used to call her
Dumbatsaant Anichka. She didn’t belong to the elite society and actress with poor social
background had to go through some harsh times. She debuted in Sundukiants’s play and her
professionalism was highly acclaimed. The performance premiered in May, 1905.

Society was greatly concerned about the building of The Telavi Theatre for decades.
This issue was finally dealt with in 1925. On June, 1925 new building of The Telavi Theatre
was opened. It was a vital occasion in the history of the theatre. The hall accommodated
400 audience members. Prominent Georgian theatre figures and elite attended performance
“Fuente Ovechuna”, directed by Kote Marjanishvili presented at the opening ceremony of
the theatre. Before the opening of the new building, the theater was led by David Atskureli
whose dedication was outstanding. Unfortunately, he was dismissed from his post. He
passed away in 1928.

Grigol and Ketevan Kevlishvili joined the theatre and developed their artistic career here
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in 1926-27 along with Vakhtang Bakuradze, Marcos Lekishvili, Ketevan Machavariani and
Aleksi Kupatadze. In 1927, The Telavi Theatre was named after Sergo Orjonikidze. Theatre
season started slightly later in 1926-27. D. Kasradze’s “King Arlekin” was premiered on
January 28. Leading director of the theatre was a freshman of Russian Theatre Studio in
Moscow, young director Galaktion Robakidze. “King Arlekin” was his university degree
work and set designer was R. Gogniashvili. The press highly acclaimed the show. Special
appreciation was expressed towards director and set designer of the show, including
artists Grigol Kldiashvili and Vladimer Markozashvili. It is pivotal to mention that the
abovementioned play was performed at The Telavi Theatre for the very first time.

In 1931, the former Government of the Soviet Union granted the Telavi Theatre a status
of state institution. A well-known and highly acclaimed theatre director, intellectual theatre
figure Vakhtang Garik was appointed as a head of the theatre. Numerous successful artistic
work is connected to his name. His prosperous involvement determined and shaped artistic
quality of The Telavi Theatre.

On the one hand, during Vakhtang Garik’s period, The Telavi Theatre at some degree
echoed the performances staged at The Rustaveli Theatre (A. Shanshiashvili “Anzor”,
Lope de Vega’s “La Vida es Suefio”, Schiller’s “The Conspiracy of Fiesco”, V. Kirshon’s
“Bread”, P. Kakabadze’s “Kvarkvare Tutaberi” and so forth). On the other hand, quite
many Georgian original plays were staged at The Telavi Theatre before for the very first
time before gaining popularity and reach other theatres. There were both classic drama
performances and contemporary ones in the repertoire of the theatre. Just like other Georgian
theatres, The Telavi Theatre had to undergo the impact of soviet influence: “Roar of Railway
Tracks”,”Howl China”, “Kamiri”, “Spartakus”, “Projection” and many others. However,
abovementioned performances didn’t contribute to the prosperity of the theatre.

After Vakhtang Garik’s retirement in 1932, Kote Marjanishvili’s counterparts and
ideologists, directors Vakhtang Abashidze and Giorgi Suliashvili started to lead the theatre.
Composers Andria Balanchivadze and Kote Meghvinetukhutsesi led musical adaptation of
the performances. The following artist joined the theatre company along with Vakhtang
Abashidze: S. Zakariadze, B. Zakariadze, M. Koreli, A. Kikodze, S. Vachnadze, V.
Chomakhidze, K. Gogiashvili, A. Sikharulidze and many other.

In 1934, The Telavi Theatre toured to Tbilisi. It was the first tour in the capital and at
the same time, it was a great responsibility for the entire company.On June 2™, Telavi Kote
Marjanishvili Drama Theatre started to tour to the capital with V. Kirshon’s play “The
Trial”. Newspaper “Communist” published N. Gordeziani’s letter that discussed The Telavi
Theatre performance in the frames of the tour. Reporter pointed out a structure of the play
and highly praised the artistic value of the entire theatre company.

During World War II, none of Georgian theatres stopped functioning including The
Telavi Theatre. During war times, the theatre premiered 26 performances that echoed war
and patriotism motives. In 1939-1940 theatre premiered Akaki Tsereteli’s play “Little
Kakhi”. Historical-patriotic theme was the factor that determined the repertoire policy of
the Telavi Theater in this period.

In the end of 1940, theatre premiered Vazha-Pshavela’s “Expelled” (directed by G.
Roseba) for the first time at The Telavi Theatre. Essentially, the scenic history of the play
begins here. It is of vital importance to note that, in war times when the theatre repertoire
was inspired by patriotic and wartime themes, the theatre managed to focus on the younger
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audience members and proposed comedies as well. The Soviet government encouraged the
theatre top management for remarkable results. On February 21, 1941, at the presidium
of the Supreme Council of the Georgian USSR, Roseba was awarded honorary rank of
Georgian USSR Merit of the Art.

After the end of war in 1945-1946, director Aleksandre Mikeladze was appointed as
an artistic director of The Telavi Theatre. He graduated from Moscow Academy of Art
and Theater Studio. He worked at The Telavi Theatre for two seasons. His distinguished
performances staged for the first time on The Telavi Theatre stage are: K. Trenov’s “Lubov
Yarovaya”, French folk comedy “Lawyer Patlen”, Brighton’s “Full Midnight”.

In 1957-1958 young and later extremely well-known theatre directors Nana Khatiskatsi
and Tengiz Maghalashvili started to work at The Telavi Theatre. Due to their professional
contribution, originality and identity, they generated one of the most distinguished and
productive periods of The Telavi Theatre history.

Tengiz Maghalashvili staged not few performances at The Telavi Theatre, including
Garcia Lorca’s “Blood Wedding”, G. Rozov’s “We Are Searching for Love”, G. Ebralidze’s
“Visit Us”, I. Mchedlishvili’s “The First Keenoba”. During the same season, Nana Khatiskatsi
staged M. Mrevlishvili’s “Avalanche”, V. Hugo’s “Tyran de Padoue”(titled as “Angelo”)
and Fletcher’s “Taming of a Wife”. These performances were distinguished synthesis of
diverse theatre culture and refined taste.

Theatre critics altogether agreed that “Blood Wedding” was an immense success for
The Telavi Theatre. The reason for this artistic victory is not only a refreshing theatre legacy
but also Tengiz Maghalashvili’s endless seeking for new horizons in directing, his courage
and desire to explore deeper.

Nana Khatiskatsi’s directing career bloomed with V. Hugo’s “Angelo” which was
premiered at The Telavi Theatre under the title “Tyran de Padoue”. French dramatist’s
classic play was highly admired by the entire theatre community. The overall mission to
perfection was encouraged by involvement of painter Elene Akhvlediani who visited her
hometown especially for working on this show. It was the first collaboration between The
Telavi Theatre and Elene Akhvlediani. It turned out to be extremely successful both for the
painter and the company. Highly intelligent individual with vigorous spirit and dedication
observed a working process of the director and artists. Since she lived in Paris for a long
time and became familiar to aspects of V. Hugo’s artistic legacy and life, Elene talked to
artists about history and culture of France and Paris quite a lot. Elene Akhvlediani’s set
design greatly influenced an immense success of the show.

New interpretations of the Georgian plays appear in a repertoire of The Telavi Theatre in
1960-1965. N. Dumbadze’s “I See The Sun”, G. Berdzenishvili’s “Weeping of the Vine”, O.
Mamporia’s “In the Shadow of Metekhi”, R. Japaridze’s “Widow of a Soldier”. Outstanding
Georgian and foreign classic drama plays were staged in this period: I. Chavchavadze’s “Is
He a Human, This Man?!”, “A. Tsereteli’s “Little Kakhi”, Mayne Reid’s “The Headless
Horseman”, M. Lermontov’s “Mascarade”, V. Hugo’s “Marie Tudor”, E. Beecher Stowe’s
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin”, Moli¢re’s “Scapin the Schemer”.

Leri Paksashvili staged not few sucesssful performances at The Telavi Theatre and
his career was quite fruitful for the theatre. Otar Mamporia’s “letim Gurji” was another
triumph for the theatre. It was highly acclaimed by both Georgian and republican press. Leri
Paksashvili in his performance “letim Gurji” has brought to life images of Old Tbilisi life-
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style, relationships and spirit. “Creators of the show has presented a senses and perceptions
of the current times that echo hard life of oppressed people’s past and despite its complexity,
it vigorously represents objective points of views. Director shapes an image of a poor
individual with a decent personality.”- Otar Egadze stated. This episode of the review is
missing in other books or albums published a while ago, although this piece of the report
is the most significant part of the whole review. It clearly highlights that Leri Paksashvili’s
letim Gurji is a new type of heroic character in the Soviet reality.

In the 70s of the 20th century, the scenic interpretations of Nodar Dumbadze’s stories
and novels have gained much popularity. There were almost no professional or amateur
theaters in Georgia which did not stage the plays by Nodar Dumbadze. Audience in
Telavi was always excited about meeting Nodar Dumbadze’s honest, cheerful and decent
characters from his plays. In 70s, The Telavi Theatre premiered his following plays: “I See
The Sun” and “Me, Grandma, Ikilo and Ilarion”. In 1970-1971, audience in Telavi has a
marvelous opportunity to see scenic version of his extremely popular novel “Sunny Night”.
“Accusation” was Nodar Dumbadze’s forth play which premiered at The Telavi Theatre.
The abovementioned play was performed at numerous theatre in Georgia with great success,
including The Rustaveli Theatre. Accordingly, it was crucial to propose an outstanding
interpretation. The performance was successful and it was held at Akaki Khorava Actor’s
House as well.

In 1974, director Nugzar Lortkipandze was invited to The Telavi Theatre. At the end
of the theatre season, he staged Rafael Eristavi’s “Died First, The Married”. Talented
director’s professional culture, the ability to perceive original drama materials and capacity
to collaborate with artists was vividly present in this colorful, cheerful performance. The
performance was distinguished by its united, concise, brilliant acting ensemble - each
and every artist was extremely charming and expressive. Director Nugzar Lortkipanidze
created a diverse, colorful, entertaining performance where the director’s infinite fantasy
and innovative creativity was present.

Nugzar Lortkipanidze was appointed as the leading director at the theatre in 1975-76.
Meeting with his artistic legacy was unforgettable experience for the audience in Telavi
and obviously, interest to meet him again was immense. With Nugzar Lortkipanidze’s
dedication and commitment the following artists joined The Telavi Theatre company: Nino
Mamulaishvili, Zurab Antelava and Vano lantbelidze. These artists became the leading
force of the theatre through years. In the 70s of the 20th century, Nugzar Lortkipanidze’s
performances were innovative and different phenomenon in the history of Telavi Theater.
His style shaped the stylistics and function of artistic life at the theatre. He shared numerous
success with the well-known artists: Vakhtang Chiltispireli, Tina Burbutashvili, Venera
Peikrishvili, Zurab Antilava in a role of Dervish and many others. Nugzar Lortkipanidze
has also staged: G. Khukhashvili’s “Uphill, Downhill”, performed in Tbilisi at the showcase
of republic theatres. Discussion of the performance was held. Dimitri Aleksidze, the
Chairman of the Georgian Theater Society positively evaluated the performance, but the
discussion about the staging technique was held between theatre critics, G.Gogoladze and
K. Ninikashvili.

1977-78 theatre season was one of the most prosperous and outstanding periods of the
theatre. This year theatre premiered Federico Garcia Lorca’s “The House of Bernarda Alba”.
The theatre company was already familiar with the legendary Spanish playwright. Audience
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in Telavi had not forgotten Tengiz Maghalashvili’s performance “Blood Wedding”, staged
two decades ago. This performance is an incredibly impressive memory for audience here
and a honorable past experience for artists.

Staging performances for young generations has become a tradition during Nugzar
Lortkipanidze’s period at the theatre. Tamaz Chiladze’s play “A Role for a Beginner Artist”
was staged at The Telavi Theatre. Levan Mirtskhulava, a young student of Shota Rustaveli
Theatre and Film Georgian State University and later well-known director and mentor staged
the performance at The Telavi Theatre. His débute turned out to be a successful one.

During Nugzar Lortkipanidze’s period at The Telavi Theatre (1975-1982), the venue
developed a distinguished artistic look, creative profile, professional vision for certain
aspects and most importantly, it expressed its civic position. The theatre sought to speak
from the epicenter of life, stress out the problematic, dynamic events and also excite and
enroll audience in an exploration process. The theatre composed of a team that united all
generations. Nugzar Lortkipanidze dedicated seven years to The Telavi Theatre and this
period was full of creative discoveries and artistic celebrations. The Telavi Theatre gained
popularity and company became well known not only in Georgia but also abroad, since
the theatre actively participated in international festivals. During this period, The Telavi
Theatre performances were broadcasted on television and it raised awareness in audience
and strengthened image of the theatre. The first performance broadcasted was Nugzar
Lortkipanidze’s “Love Assembles” and later in Tbilisi, during a tour at The Marjanishvili
Theatre, The Telavi Theatre performance “I Believe in You” (based on Korostilov’s play,
directed by Nugzar Lortkipanidze) was recorded and later broadcasted. This tour was
organizedwithin the first republican festival of youth performances.

In 1981, a new building of The Telavi Theatre was opened which met all the technical
standards of modern theatre venue. The new theatre building where The Telavi Theatre is
currently located accommodated 800 audience members. Project belongs to Grigol Jabua.
The spectacular image of the theater building is created by luxurious interior, a vast foyer
with a historic monument (the ruins of the King of Erekle flag construction), a priceless
panorama and ceramic bas reliefs. Theater is decorated with an exquisite artistic taste of
marvelous artist E. Kopadze, G. Klibadze, J. Rukhadze and an architect G. Tskhakaia. The
facade of the building is decorated with stained glass windows looking through the theater
foyer, the vestibule and the foyer organically combine with each other. The facade of the
theatre was incredibly original and new to the Georgia since Soviet theatre architecture was
inspired ancient theatre aspects. The Telavi Theatre is still considered to be as an original
theatre venue in Georgia (except the Meskheti theatre and later XX century Poti Drama
Theatre where the principle of stained glass is used).

Finally, a long waited day for many generations has come. On May 30, 1981, the most
ancient Georgian theatre, The Telavi State Drama Theatre celebrated its new settlement.
In a festive atmosphere, artists received a symbolic key of the building. Opening of the
new building was truly a joyful celebration. After welcome speeches, there was an evening
reception in the hall for guests. A new era has set the beginning in the history of The Telavi
Theatre and it didn’t occur only to the new building. The new building was obviously putting
more responsibility to the theatre company. The theatre also welcomed a new generation
of artists. Exclusively for The Telavi Theatre, at the State Theatre University a special
group of future artists was conducted. These young artists were truly a precious asset to
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the theatre. The following artists joined the company: Nino Kurtanidze, Zurab Lomidze,
Lia Aslamazishvili, Maia Bichelashvili, Gela Chotlashvili, Nana Kemashvili and Zaza
Kolelishvili. New cast members produced two performances: “The Misfortune of Darispan”
and “Kukaracha” (Head of the group — Anzor Kutateladze)

Nugar Lortkipanidze staged a new and extraordinary version of Vazha-Pshavela’s “The
Expelled” at the new venue of the theatre. Limitless potential of whole company was vivid
in the show. The theatre presented it at the 1** Republic Classic Drama Festival held in
Telavi. The company was adapting to the new environment of the building with lots of
excitement and anxiety too, although the audience gave standing ovation to the performance.
Young artist Eldino Tukhashvili was awarded by honorary prize for his prominent role of
Gulkani. Nino Mamulaishvili was awarded by jury of the contest “Modernity and Theatre”,
carried out by Georgian Theatre Society artist for her outstanding role of Nastenka in the
performance “Live and Remember” during theatre season 1980-1981. It was recognition of
the success of the theatre.

In 1982, a young director Aleksandre (Nukri) Kantaria was appointed as the head of
The Telavi Theatre and from this very moment, a new and prominent era of the theatre has
started. This young director with a minor experience attracted attention of theatre society
straightaway. His visions, ideas and motives were outstanding. Due to his professionalism,
The Telavi Theatre was listed among the most successful theatres in the country.

The first performance which Aleksandre Kantaria supervised as artistic director of The
Telavi Theatre was Revaz Inanishvili’s “Sounds of My Watery-Glen”. The performance
had an immense success and the press highly acclaimed it.

“Sounds of My Watery-Glen” presented by The Telavi Theatre was a distinguished
performance of the festival. It represented a totally new angle of The Telavi Theatre artistic
world, professionalism, unlimited sophistication, clarity of transformation and dynamic
development of episodes. The fact that Nukri Kantaria’s attempt to stage prose resulted
to be highly successful, it also indicated to his outstanding future manifestation in classic
drama.

A huge success of the performance was not the only reason why this performance became
so important — Revaz Inanishvili turned into a theatre writer, just like Giga Lortkipanidze
adapted Nodar Dumbadze’s work to the theatre. Nukri Kantaria created a diverse theatre
world of Revaz Inanishvili in theatre. From this period, the name of Revaz Inanishvili was
closely connected to The Telavi Theatre and Nukri Kantaria continued to explore writer’s
endless potential in the future as well.

The second performance directed by Aleksandre Kantaria at The Telavi Theatre was
Guram Dochanashvili’s “Tavparavneli Chabuki”. It was the second distinguished success for
the theatre and the director. Nukri Kantaria came up to be a director fond of bold experiments
and persistent exploration of unknown. “Tavparavneli Chabuki” was staged during his final
university years and this fruitful period helped him attract attention of Georgian society and
gain his well-deserved place in Georgian Theatre world. A completely traditional content
and text was adapted for theatre. In the early 80s, directors didn’t use to adopt alternative
spaces — it was quite rare for this period. Aleksandre Kantaria staged this performance in the
main foyer of the theatre, near the ruins of the King of Erekle flag construction.

Nukri Kantaria continued to present works by modern Georgian writers and enriched
the repertoire of the theatre with these prominent figures. In this regard modern problematic
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of those days were represented. One of such writers was Lasha Tabukashvili, whose play
“Taming of a Falcon” was staged at The Telavi Theatre in 1984. This way, the director and
artistic director of the theatre increased the number of audience, made it more diverse and
encouraged youngsters to be more actively involved. Number of admirers also increased.

During 1982-1983 theatre season, The Telavi Theatre toured to Tallinn, Estonia with
the two outstanding performances: Revaz Inanishvili’s “Sounds of My Watery-Glen” and
Lasha Tabukashvili’s “Taming of a Falcon”. It was the first international tour in the history
of The Telavi Theatre and a great responsibility for the company as well. Performances
were held at Academic Theatre in Tallinn. The name of The Telavi Theatre was unknown
till now for the Estonian audience.

Malkhaz Aslamazishvili’s involvement in The Telavi Theatre artistic world was
exceptionally prosperous. He staged G. Nakhutstishvili’s play “Komble”. He staged his
second performance, John Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” in a totally different stylistics.
Stage version was created by the director himself. The director was thrilled with delicacy
and gratification while working on his first independent performance and as a result The
Telavi Theatre presented “Dynamic, high quality performance”, stated by theatre critic
Maia Kobakhidze.

1986 is a very important year in the history of The Telavi Theatre. This year The Telavi
Theatre and Georgian theatre community celebrated 200" anniversary of the theatre. 225
years have passed since the first performance premiered in Telavi in 1986. Due to the
decision made by the Soviet Union (Particularly the Ministry of Culture in Soviet Union) it
was commissioned to celebrate 200™ anniversary instead of 225. The whole Kakheti region
was involved in the preparatory process of the jubilee. On October 12, 1986 a closing
ceremony of the jubilee was held and of course, it was dedicated to The Telavi Theatre.
On this day, Telavi became a center of Georgian culture where all prominent members of
the society celebrated jubilee. Evening of the jubilee was kindly prepared by The Telavi
Theatre company, under guidance of Nukri Kantaria.

The theatre and company which was led by Aleksandre Kantaria, seemed professionally
matured enough to start working on Shakespearean plays. This idea was greatly nurtured
by artistic director of The Telavi Theatre who by all means thought that the company was
ready to work on plays by Shakespeare. The director selected Shakespeare’s less known
play “Richard II”. There was no tradition of staging it in Georgia. The Telavi Theatre has
been the first and the last one who has staged this play on the stage in Georgia. Seeking
for experiments in his profession was typical to Aleksandre Kantaria. He and the whole
theatre company had an exceptional trust and there was nothing that could distract this
experiment.

1987-1988 theatre season is distinguished period in the history of The Telavi Theatre.
In this season, theatre gets back to the world of Rezo Inanishvili. Artistic director of the
theatre is Aleksandre Kantaria who works on the prominent performance “Alale”.

This performance has been the most highly acclaimed show of The Telavi Theatre as
well as the most influential one in the history of the Georgian Theatre. Rezo Inanishvili
wrote the play especially for The Telavi Theatre. The writer knew the theatre company quite
well and was aware of their abilities, their features that he used for shaping certain characters
that would be personated by the artists on the stage. Aleksandre Kantaria collected the very
artistic group which has collaborated with Rezo Inanishvili while producing “Sounds of My
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Watery-Glen”. Working with this artistic crew was extremely prosperous for The Telavi
Theatre. Set designer of the production was Tamaz Rostomashvili, composer — Gomar
Sikharulidze, choreographer — Bekarmon Vardisashvili.

The following artists participated in the performance: Vano lantbelidze (Alale), Nazi
Araviashvili (Daro), Mariam Ghaghashvili (Tinana), Venera Peikrishvili (Tsetsiko Masho),
Gela Chotalashvili (Malkhazi), Natia Rostomashvili (Izolda), Paata Guliashvili (Tristan),
Nona Khumarashvili (Aunt of Alale), Maia Bichelashvili (Taliko), Nino Kurtanidze
(Shukia), Zurab Antilava, Eldino Tukhashvili (Abrami), Zurab Lomidze (Vepkhia), Eter
Babilashvili (Angelina), Shota (Mita), Davit Ghaghanidze (Robizona), Temur Khunashvili
(Data), Giorgi Mamuchishvili (School principal) Eldar Tavdishvili (Chairman of the counsil),
Avtandil Guliashvili (Military attorney), Karlo Kartvelishvili (Mad Dingua). The following
artists performed as well: Tamar Maisuradze, [za Shushanashvili, Dato Aghniashvili, Jimi
Ghuzarauli.

The show was premiered at the end of the theatre season on June 27, 1987.

The performance was highly acclaimed in press and audience. Artists and characters
in the performance gained popularity in Georgia. The performancewas recorded and
broadcasted on television for few times.

One of the most distinguished performances directed by Aleksandre Kantaria at The
Telavi Theatre was “Performance for Pedestrians” (written by Revaz Mishveladze). The
performance echoed a routine life-style and the mainstream of the show was an endless
aspiration towards freedom or fight for democracy. Although the Communist Party was still
in power at the end of the 80s of the 20th century and the censorship was still a topical issue,
but at the time of the “Transformation” it was possible to hint metaphorically what Georgians
of that period had to express. It was an aspiration towards freedom. The performance was a
bold and daring step towards regime of those days.

1988 was an important year for The Telavi Theatre as a world-known British director Peter
Brook visited Georgia. The Telavi Theatre welcomed him in Kakheti region. Peter Brook
visited historical places in Kakheti and of course, The Telavi Theatre. Peter Brook attended
a performance “Alale”. Artists were extremely nervous since the world known legendary
director attended the show. At the end of the performance, Peter Brook congratulated the
company on their successful performance. “It is a good performance, very interesting in a
way that it is refreshing. I see that this theatre is a part of Georgian theatre, you performed
in a most natural way possible. I felt the reaction of the audience and sensed that everything
that was going on the stage was dear to them. It echoed their lives. Audience felt that artists
fully enjoyed their contribution”. Peter Brooks visit was an encouragement for The Telavi
Theatre. It noted that the company was recognized as one of the most excellent ones among
Georgian theatres. This recognition boosted motivation of the company for the future.

Nukri Kantaria served The Telavi Theatre only 6 years and his performance brought
popularity to the theatre not only in Georgia but also abroad. Together with the director,
Telavi Theater has also gained recognition.

In the 80s of the 20th century, the Telavi Theater actors became true celebrities of
the Georgian theatre. In this period and later as well, the most popular artists were: Vano
lantbelidze, Nazi Araviashvili, Mariam Ghaghashvili, Zaza Kolelishvili, Venera Peikrishvili,
Gela Chotalashvili, Natia Rostomashvili, Nona Khumarashvili, Maia Bichelashvili, Nino
Kurtanidze, Zurab Antelava, Zurab Lomidze, Eter Babilashvili, Shota Bezhashvili, Davit
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Ghaghanidze, Temur Khunashvili, Giorgi Mamuchishvili, Eldar Tavdishvili, Avtandil
Guliashvili, Karlo Kartvelishvili, Maia Lonzhanidze, Shota Bezhanishvili, Tamar
Maisuradze, Tsitsino Papiashvili, Manana Zautashvili, Kakhi Rostomashvili, Liana
Aslamazishvili, Davit Mghebrishvili, Khvicha Iremadze and many others.

Leading The Telavi Theatre was not an easy task for such an outstanding professional
as Gogi Chakvetadze. The theatre company accepted new head of the theatre with high
expectations and the director had full understanding of this new post. He became so attached
to Telavi that he decided to move there from the capital. It is not surprising since Telavi with
its charm, culture and society attracts everyone to settle down there. In this regard, Gogi
Chakvetadze was no exception.

Interpretation of Tamaz Chiladze’s “Attendance Day”, directed by Gogi Chakvetadze
was a great success for The Telavi Theatre. It is a ‘fantasmagory’ and this genre was
innovative for the theatre company. Accordingly, for The Telavi Theatre it was a highly
responsible task to present accurate sense of the genre and also transfer spirit of theatre
through extraordinary characters of the performance.

In 1989, The Telavi Theatre tours to Biberach, Germany. Friendship and partnership
throve between Telavi and Biberach and this tour was help to celebrate this friendship.
The following two performances took place in Germany: Aleksandre Kantaria) and
“Attendance Day” (directed by Gogi Chakvetadze). The shows were great success. Both
performances were held with simultaneous translation. During performance “Alale” some
audience member watched the show without earphones since the show was explicit with its
expressive means.

After a tour to Germany, the theatre dedicated Al. Kotetishvili’s “Island of Comodo”
to the tragic events of April 9. The performance was staged by Gogi Chakvetadze. The
principal message of the show was to analyze Stalin’s totalitarian-tyranny in a new
perspective, in a new prism. Theatre critic Giorgi Tskitishvili wrote a review about the
performance and highlighted incredible talent of the artists and energy of the show which
has marvelously presented image of psychologically devastated and degenerated society - a
result of totalitarian governance.

Gogi Chakvetadze was appointed as a head of The Telavi Theatre in an extremely
complex political and economic period. Despite the fact that Georgia gained independence
in 1991, destabilization and political chaos took place in the country. In the following
years, political-economic situation became more complicated when the country faces wars
in Apkhazia and Tbilisi. It hindered and obstructed everything including theatre life. It
was nearly impossible, not only to create new performance but also play the old ones too.
Theatre was not provided by electricity, heat and these poor conditions drastically decreased
number of audience members as well.

On May 31, 1990, The Telavi Theatre was renamed. After carrying a name of Sergo
Orjonikidze, it was named after a profound world-known Georgian classic Vazha-
Pshavela.

Artistic collaboration between Kote Marjanishvili’s and The Telavi Theatre starts in
1992. During hard periods in Georgia people could hardly attend shows and the halls were
barely full, The Telavi Theatre had full house on Kote Mirianashvili’s performance based
on Astrid Lindgren’s play “Rasmus, Pontus und der Schwertschlucker”. Despite the fact that
this work of the famous writer of fiction is not well known, the show was highly acclaimed.
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Such notable interest in audience was caused by two factors: performances for children
were hardly staged at the theatres and secondly, it was rare to propose a remarkable magical
world on the stage.

In 1994, Gogi Chakvetadze stages Otar Mamporia’s play “Ietim Gurji”. Set designer of
the show was Levan Rostomashvili. It was premiered at Marjanishvili Theatre and Irakli
Uchaneishvili performed in a role of Ietim Gurji. In Telavi production, Gogi Chakvetadze
set Temur Khunashvili for the role of the poet. In 1994, Gogi Chakvetadze stages Levan
Gotua’s “The King Erekle”. Vano lantbelidze performed a role of the king Erekle. Almost
whole theatre company was invovled in the production. In this period, country was in a poor
state - there was no heat, no electricity, etc. Only real fanatics of the theatre continued to
stay dedicated to their profession. It was equal to heroism back then. They are real heroes
who maintained theatre traditions until present times. Gogi Chakvetadze was the head of the
theatre until 1997 but he still remains an inseparable part of The Telavi Theatre.From time
to time, he has a position of the director or leading director and continues his artistic career.
His distinguished performances at The Telavi Theatre are: T. Chiladze’s “Farewell Lions”
and “The Birdie Died in Glen”, Otar Chkheidze’s “To Whom it Belongs, to Whom?”’, Akaki
Tsereteli’s “”’Neither earthly, nor heavenly creature”, Lasha Tabukashvili’s “Spring Beyond
the Shutters” and others.

Aleksandre Kantaria returned back to The Telavi Theatre as a head of the theatre in
1997. He had an honor to work with a mature theatre company. Assembling it with young
artists was a complex issue although with Aleksandre Kantaria’s initiative and contribution,
a special group was created at the Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian State
University. It consisted of young generation artists from Kakheti region who already had
a connection with The Telavi Theatre. The group was guided by Aleksandre Kantaria and
consisted of the following artists: Zviad Abashidze, Maia Bestavashvili, Natia Gigolashvili,
Beka Goderdzishvili, Maka Gremelashvili, Tamar Kevlishvili, Irakli Kvantaliani, Levan
Talashvili, Malkhaz Chidrashvili. Aleksandre Kantaria’s studio was relocated in Telavi and
it was the first precedent when students studied in Telavi instead of Tbilisi.

Nukri Kantaria returned to The Telavi Theatre with a very original show “I Have Seen
Your Faces”. The show was premiered in 1998. The allegorical title didn’t relate to the
relationship between the director and The Telavi Theatre. The performance was based on
the actual problematic issues of Georgia during 90s of the last century.

Alexandre Kantaria’s performances always echoed the reality of presence. He staged
Niel Simon’s “The Prisoner of 29 Avenue” and presented the following version of the play
“I Have Seen Your Faces”. The Rustavi International Theatre Festival was opened with
the show. It was totally admired by the audience and the press reported in a highly positive
way.

In2003, The Telavi Theatre obtained a title of academic theatre institution. The following
directors used to work at the theatre in 2003-2012: Davit Mghebrishvili, Kote Abashidze,
Gogi Chakvetadze and many others.

In 2012, Paata Guliashvili was appointed as a head of The Telavi Theatre. He was
familiar with the institution and years back, his professional débute occurred on the theatre
stage in a performance “Waters of my Floods”, directed by Nukri Kantaria. Long before
that Paata Guliashvili spent a great amount of time at The Telavi Theatre since his father,
Avtandil Guliashvili was one of the leading artists at the theatre.
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Paata Guliashvili graduated from Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian State
University, faculty of cinema drama artist. He has been an actor at The Rustaveli Theatre
but since his early years, he has been actively cooperating with The Telavi Theatre as a
young artist and promoted artistic perspectives of the city Telavi. For instance, in 2003 on
an international day of theatre, Georgian Theatre Society awarded Paata Guliashvili for his
role as Bacha in the performance “Does it Matter if the Wet Lilac is Wet?!”” with the title -
“The Best Male Role”. In 2003 at Rustavi Theatre Festival Paata Guliashvili was awarded
with “Golden Mask” for his minor role in a performance “Farewell, Lions!”, The Telavi
Theatre.

Paata Guliashvili is one of the most prominent, vigorous and dynamic contemporary
artist of Georgian theatre arena. His multiple duties combine a title of The Telavi Theatre,
show business figure and cinema and theatre artist. Since 2005, he has been a member of
The Rustaveli Theatre Company, enrolled by maestro Robert Sturua.

Paata Guliashvili has been an artistic director at The Telavi Theatre since 2013. His
candidacy was selected under the recommendation council at the Ministry of Culture
and Monument Protection of Georgia, which was approved by former Minister Mikheil
Giorgadze. Paata Guliashvili’s professional career was accompanied by numerous
outstanding activities carried out at The Telavi Theatre.

Numerous interesting and original performances were staged during Paata Guliashvili’s
professional career. As an artistic director of the theatre he encouraged and supported young
directors to explore and express their professionalism. Levan Khivichia who graduated
Master degree and specialized in drama directing under guidance of Robert Sturua, has
carried out not few experimental projects at The Telavi Theatre. His outstanding works are
“Espresso” by R. Smorodinov, “Christmas Adventure of Alice” by Giorgi Baidauri and
“Horatio”.

Debutant director Tata Popiashvili, former student in Temur Chkheidze’s group stage
Neil Simon’s “An Odd Couple” and also a popular comedy “Funny Money”by Ray Cooney.
In collaboration with a talented set designer Shota Bagalishvili, an experimental performance
“4:48 Psychosis” by Sarah Kane was staged by young director K. Rokva. Young Georgian
director Jaba Papuashvili staged a contemporary drama ‘“Ketato” by Georgian playwright
Lasha Bughadze.

Leading director of The Telavi Theatre, Giorgi Chakvetadze enriched repertoire of
the theatre with numerous interpretations of classic drama. He worked on the following
performances: renewed version of Nodar Dumbadze’s “The White Flags”. Gogi Chakvetadze
also restored Kita Buachidze’s performance “There’s a Wicked Dog in the Yard”. Director
persued multiple esthetics in Tamaz Chiladze’s drama world and staged the following
plays: “I am a Tiny Swallow” and “Funeral Funded by the Government”. He worked on
the N. Ramishvili’s “Georgian Chritmas Dream” and “Adventure of Mashiko” for young
audiences. Gogi Chakvetadze staged Lasha Tabukashvili’s outstanding play “Spring
Beyondthe Shutters”.

Gogi Chakvetadze also directored the following performances: A. Chekhov’s “A Bear.
Proposal”, E. Kartvelishvili’s “A Shock Show”, “Who Are We?!” based on V. Petrov’s
“Theatre is my Love”, N. Ramishvili’s “Neither earthly, nor heavenly creature”, set designer
- Mirian Shvelidze and choreography - Tsisia Cholokashvili.

In 2012-2018, the following performances were staged at The Telavi Theatre:
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“Christmas Carnival in the Woods”, “Christmas Tale”, “New Year’s Preparation in the
Woods”, “Stubborn Santa (Puppet performance), “Beautiful Teardrops” (mono-performance
directed and performed by Temur Khunashvili) “Machabela” (mono-performance directed
and performed by Temur Khunashvili), Heinrich von Kleist’s “The Broken Jug” (staging
director - R. Sturua, directed by N.H. Shvelidze, set design by profound Georgian artist
Mirian Shvelidze and choreography by a well-known choreographer Tsisia Cholokashvii.
More performances were staged: Temur Khunashvili’s “The Magnificent Seven from
Telavi”, Claude Manie’s “Blaise” (directed by G. Sultanishvili, set design by N. Kitia), G.
Ospreashvili’s “Adventure of Buratino”(puppet performance directed by G. Doghonadze),
S. Kakulia’s “The Roof” (directed by Nanuka Khuskivadze, set design by Mirian Shvelidze,
composer - Mikheil Mdinaradze).

The well-known Georgian director Levan Tsuladze premiered a different scenic
interpretation of Ilia Chavchavadze’s “Is He a Human, This Man?!”, And a director from
Belarus, Mikhail Lashitsky presented a modern version of William Shakespeare’s “Twelfth
Night”.

Sarah Kane’s “4:48 Psychosis” is a coproduction between The Rustaveli Theatre and The
Telavi Theatre. It is directed by Kita Rokva, set designer - Sh. Bagalishvili, The Rustaveli
Theatre artist - B.Zanguri and The Telavi Theatre artist - T. Khunashvili.

Actor and director Kakha Gogidze staged a new version of Avksenti Tsagareli’s
“KHANUMA”. A set designer is Mirian Shvelidze and a composer - Sergo Nikoladze.

In 2012 Paata Guliashvili invited a young director from Temur Chkheidze’s group,
Tata Popiashvili. She staged her diploma degree work “An Odd Couple”. In this same
period, The Telavi Theatre and Tumanishvili Film Actors Theatre started a coproduction.
Director Kote Abashidze staged a play “Iron Guys”, written by Italian playwright T. Aldo
Nikalaus. Two prominent Georgian artists perform in the show: Vano lantbelidze from the
Telavi Theatre and Gia Abesalashvili from The Tumanishvili Theatre. The performance
was highly acclaimed and magazine “Theatre and Life” reported the show to be another
victory of The Telavi Theatre.

2015 was an extremely essential theatre season in the history of The Telavi Theatre.
On April 30, 2015, a performance “The Broken Jug” was premiered. The show was staged
in collaboration with legendary Georgian maestro Robert Sturua and a director Nikoloz
Heine-Shvelidze. It is a rare occasion when Robert Sturua collaborates with Georgian
theatres other than The Rustaveli Theatre. There are only two such precedents: he staged
a performance at the Batumi Theatre after accepting the post of artistic director at Batumi
Theatre. He staged “Misfortune of Darispan”, in collaboration with artist Zaza Papuashvili
and secondly, at The Telavi Theatre. These special occasions highlights his precious
attitude towards these two theatres. The idea of inviting a world-known Georgian director
at The Telavi Theatre belongs to artistic director and The Rustaveli Theatre artist, Paata
Guliashvili. His dedication was a driving forth that resulted in Robert Sturua’s acceptance
to work in Telavi on the performance “The Broken Jug”. Performance “The Broken Jug”
was a huge success, highly acclaimed in press and toured in diverse festivals. Artist Vano
lantbelidze , was awarded by a prestigious prize “Duruji” for his role as a judge and also
as the best artistic work of the year. Moreover, a special jury of Georgian Theatre Society
for “The Best Stage Adaptation” and “The Best Female/Male Role” awarded the following
artists of The Telavi Theatre: Vano lantbelidze, Manana Abramishvili, Zurab Lomidze and
Eter Deisadze from performance “The Broken Jug”.
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In 2015, Paata Guliashvili invited actor and director Kakha Gogidze to stage new
version of “KHANUMA” for citizens of Telavi and Georgian theatre society in general.
Performance participated in Festival of Comedy in Gori and International Regional Theatre
Festival in Poti.

“KHANUMA?” by Tsagareli has been staged on The Telavi Theatre stage for numerous
times and accordingly, this performance carries rich and diverse traditions or customs of
Georgian spirit. Staging “Khanuma” in the 21st century was a bit of a risky and vigorous
step which was respectfully accepted by The Telavi Theatre, Kakha Gogidze and Georgian
theatre community had an opportunity to enjoy an innovative version of the classic
comedy.

The Telavi Theatre faced an artistic challenge when artistic director of the theatre Paata
Guliashvili invited a world know Georgian director Levan Tsuladze to work with the theatre
company on the play “Is He a Human, This Man?!” by Ilia Chavchavadze.

“Is He a Human, This Man?!” directed by Levan Tsuladze was diverse. He is director
who unfolds kindness in his professional career and it is evident even in his legacy. It seems
that he deliberately avoids to point out negative side of humanity and tries to reach out for
the positive aspects of the mankind. More precisely, he focuses on the positive sides of
humans and discusses negative features in a humorous way, as if this is a minor issue and
what truly matters is to be able to fall in love (deeply).

Paata Guliashvili as a head of Telavi Theatre since 2012 upto now, has carried out not
few infrastructural projects: installed a heating system both at the Main and Small halls.
Various renovations took place at make-up department, diverse halls and foyers. Special
guest rooms and relaxing areas were constructed for invited directors, artists and guests of
the theatre. Dressing rooms are provided with hot water and individual bathrooms. Small
stage with 180 seats and stationary seats was renovated as well. A totally new space was
opened - a third hall which accommodates 40 people and is suitable for literary evenings.
Rehabilitation process of theatre facade resulted in returning the previous design to life. An
advertising monitor was installed on the facade. Auto-park has been reconstructed as well.

Founder and director of Charity foundation Cartu, Mr. Bidzina Ivanishvili donated a
small car and a mini bus with 27 seats to Telavi Theatre. With the efforts of Paata Guliashvili,
Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia granted Telavi Theatre a statue of
Vazha-Pshavela which currently is located in the foyer of the theatre named after him. The
Rustaveli Theatre has granted sound and light equipment to the Telavi theatre.

Due to Paata Guliashvili’s burning motivation and commitment, the theatre funding has
been increased with an amount of 320 000 GEL which resulted in higher salaries for actors
as well. Theater has achieved significant success in recent years. Mr. Robert Sturua has
been appointed as artistic consultant for the theatre and under his guidance, not few highly
acclaimed performances have been staged.

For the first time in the history of the Telavi Theatre, the star public monuments were
embedded in honor of highly acclaimed, legendary artists and public figures of the Telavi
Theatre: Venera Peikrishvili, Temo Khunashvili and Vano lantbelidze. All three honorable
artists were awarded by the special price of “Theatre Intercessor” by Georgian Theatre
Society.

Among all the professional theatres in Georgia, a 258 year old Telavi Theatre has been
the first theatre (approved by the documented sources) that has been in service of Georgian
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national interests for more than two centuries and a half and creates an intangible cultural
heritage - a true treasure of Georgian art.

The Telavi Theatre still respectfully continues to honor traditions and be the epicenter
of Georgian Theatre Avant-garde.

translated by Mako Kanchelashvili

LAlale® ,»Richard IT*
Director — Aleksandre Kantaria

. »The Broken Jug” ,Js He A Human This Man?!*
Directors — Robert Sturua, Director — Levan Tsuladze

Nikoloz Shvelidze
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JJAITA YXAPTHUIIBUJIN

TEJABCKOMY TEATPY 258 JIET

TenaBckuii npamarudekuii TeaTp uMeHH Baxa-IlmaBena, wumeer u 0Oonblioe
JpamMaTH4ecKoe MpoIuioe, u 0oraryto HCTopuio. OH SIBJISIETCS CAaMBIM APEBHUM T€ATPAIbHBIM
LEHTPOM 3aKaBKa3bsi M JaXXE CaMbIM JIPEBHUM CpEAU IOCTOSHHO (PYHKIHMOHHPYIOLIHX
npodeccuoHanbHbIx TeaTpoB Kaskasckoro perrona u ['py3un. CornacHo AOMICAIINX A0
HaIIUX AHEH MUCbMEHHBIM HCTOYHHUKAM, HCTOPHSI T€aTpa HAYMHAETCS CO BTOPOI MOJIOBHUHBI
XVIII Bexa.

B XVIII Beke TenaBu CTAaHOBHUTCS OJHUM W3 Ba)KHEHIIMX MOJUTUKO-COIIUAIBLHBIX,
9KOHOMHYECKHX, 00pa3oBaTENbHBIX M KYJIbTYPHBIX LEHTPOB. OCHOBAaHHMIO M Pa3BHTHUIO
MpoeCCHOHANBHOTO TeaTPAILHOIO HCKyccTBa B TenaBu crocoOCTBOBaN TOJIHTHKO-
9KOHOMHMYECKHU (hakTop W Oorartas MpeAlIecTBOBABIIAs TeaTpalbHas Tpaauuus (B BHUIE
HapojHoro Teatpa Macok beprukaota u Keenoba). [IpoBenenue nepBbix mpoeccroHaNbHBIX
npeAcTaBieHud B TenaBu CBsA3aHO ¢ 310X0u napcroBanus Mpaxnus I

B 1758 rony Upaknmii Il oTkpeiBaer B ropoae TenaBu ¢puiiococko-Teon0ornuecKyro
LIKOJY, CO/IepKaHne 00y4YeHHUsI U IporpaMma KOTOPO# coBagaia ¢ MeTOJUKONH 00ydeHHUs
Teosioruueckux ko Poccuiickoit deepanuu. Y 4eOHOU TPOrpaMmMon ObLIO ITPE 1y CMOTPEHO
M3y4eHHe MpaBWl JIpaMaTHYeCKON TEOPUH, YTO MOCITYKHJIO TOJTYKOM K CO3/IaHUIO HOBBIX,
OpPHUTHHAJIBHBIX Mbec. BocnuTanHUKH (GHITI0COPCKO-TEOIOrHYECKON HIKOIBI COOCTBEHHBIMH
CWJIaMHU U pecypcamMy CTaBWJIM HAIHMCAaHHBIE NMbEChl U CO MIKOJIBHOW CLIEHBI MPEICTABIISIH
ux mupokoi nmyonuke. [TepBoe Takoe mpeacraBieHue coctosiock B 1761 rogy Ha Tpetuit
roJl C MOMEHTa OTKPBITHS IIKOJIBI. DTa JlaTa CUUTAETCS HA4aJIOM HCTOPHH CYIIECTBOBAHMS
T.H. TenaBckoro «lIIkonpHOro Tearpa», a 3Ty JaTy JOJDKHBI CUMTATh JATON IPOBEICHUS
MEPBOTo MPOPECCHOHATLHOTO MPEICTABICHHUSI.

C 1761 rona nporiecc cTajl HEOOpATHUMBIM, a TeaTpalibHas KU3Hb B TelaBu CTAHOBUTCS
Bcé Oonee pasHooOpasHoii. EcTecTBEHHO, YTO CO3AaHUIO TeaTpa pa3HOTo BUA, TUTIA, (POPMBI
CIOCOOCTBOBAIIM TaKXKe M MoJuTH4eckue GaxTopsl. bnaronaps aesrensHocT Upakmus 11,
TenaBu B 3T0 BpeMsl CTAaHOBUTCS MOJIMTHYECKUM, SKOHOMUYECKUM U KYJIbTYPHBIM LIEHTPOM.
Baxwnyto ponb ceirpaio otkpeitue B TenaBu ¢unocodekoit cemunapuu B 1782 roay (Ha
0a3e Ko, OTKPBITOW B 1758 TO/y), KOTOpas eimé 0oJbiile CrocoOCTBOBaIA PA3BUTHIO
«IIKOJIBHOTO TEATpay.

Pextopom cemunapum cran JaBun Anexcu-MecxumBuin (1745-1824r.r.) B ato
BpeMs ObLIIM TIOCTABJICHBI CIIEAYIOIINE OPUTHHATIBHBIC TPY3UHCKHE Mbechl: «BocxBanaeHus
Wpaxmuro 1I» u «I'eopruit lI», muctepus aBun Anexkcu-Mecxutsuin «Ycynn», «Crop
Crapua-kHmxHuKa ¢ FOHOmeH» u aAp. YnoMuHaHus 00 3THX Nbecax Mbl BCTpedaeM He
TOJIBKO B TPY3MHCKHMX MHCbMEHHBIX HCTOUHUKAX, HO U B PYCCKHUX.

K xonnmy 80-p1x 1 Haganmy 90-p1x ronoB X VIII Bexa B TenaBu napaienbHo ApyT APYTY
yKe CYIIECTBOBAJO JBa TeaTpa: Teatp ['eoprust ApanumBuiu u Teatp ['abpuena Maiiopa.
Teatp npeycneBatomux — tearp ['eoprusi ABanmumBuin (1762-1850r.r.) Obi1 co3man B
TenaBu npu napckom asope Mpaxmus Il B 1790 roxy. Penepryap TearpoB B OCHOBHOM
COCTOSI U3 TIbEC, MEPEeBEJEHHBIX C MHOCTPAHHBIX SA3BIKOB. I'eopruil ABaJMIIBUIN caMm
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nepeBoAus Komenuu pycckoro apamarypra A.Il. Cymapokosa : «Poronocen», «Matb-
COBMECTHHIIA 104YepH», «B3nopauua» u catupy nuanoroBoit popmer «Pa3roBop MEPTBBIX».
OH nuIIeT 1 npeacTaBiIseT opuruHanpHyto neecy «llape Telimypas».

B anoxy tBOpuecTBa ['eoprust ABaqMIIBUIN Pa3BUBAETCS U IPy3UHCKas JpaMaTyprusl.
Cam ['eopruii ABanMIIBUIN, KOTOPBII NMPHUAEPKUBAJICS KAHOHOB €BPOIEHCKOro TeaTpa U
€BPOIIECUCKON IpaMaTypUH, 3aHUMAET BaXKHOE MECTO B UCTOPUU I'PY3UHCKOH ApaMaTypruu,.
OHn nonaep:kuBal BHEAPEHUE KIACCHLIMCTUYECKUX MMPUHLIUIOB. B 3T0 Bpems Obuia Taxke
coznana «Mpurenns, kotopas Obia noctasnena st «yrexu Llapst Upakims [1» (o Paccuny,
meeca OblTa moctaBieHa B mMapte 1795 rona). Ilbeca nenenanpaBineHHo Oblla HamMcaHa
apXan4ecKuM IrPpy3uHCKHM, TIpelycMaTpuBast 3aKOHbI kiaccuusma. Ho oty mbecy (Bmecte
c mbecoii I. [TupanumBunm «BUTs3b B TUTPOBOM LIKYpe») HE MPUHSI TOTIAIIHUN MHHUCTP
oOpazoBanusi Poccun, u3-3a HapylleHWs MpaBHUJ ApamaTypruu, XOTsS peaqbHOH Moria
OBITH coBeplUIeHHO apyras npuuuHa. B «Mdurenun» /. YonokamBuian pacKpbIBaIUCh
MaTPUOTHUECKHE TEMBI, IOTHYHO, YTO KaK pa3 10 STOH MpUYHHE 3a0JI0KUPOBAIH MbECy B
Poccun.

C rpy3unckum teatpoM BpeMEH Upakmus 11 cBsizano taxke ums ['abpusna Mauopa.
O HéMm ynomuHaercsi B pykomucHbIX (oHgax TemaBckoro mcropuueckoro myses. B
60-p1x Tomax y mucarens Ajekcanapa OpOennaHu ToMa XpaHWINCh OWJIETHl Ha TeaTp
["abpusna Manopa, KoTopblie ObUTH HareYaTaHbl HA MaJIeHbKUX CHHUX Oymaxkax. ['adpuain
Mawuop OblT Kak aHTENpeHEPOM, Tak u pexuccépoM. Ero Teatp Obul «yTexoi» ajs naps
U «HEOOCTYIHBIM JUIsl MPOCTOro Haponaa». COOTBECTBEHHO W pemepTyap BbIOMpaics
CIeLUaIbHO, U COCTOSI B OCHOBHOM U3 KilacCu4ecKux npousseaeHuil. Mpaxkuii I nan emy
(damMunrio ApenranBim.

Emé omnoit ornumumrtensHOH ¢urypoir tearpa snoxu Hpaxmus 11 Obu1 «HavadbHUK
akTépoBy» - Mayabesa, KOTOPOTO B pa3HbIX HCTOUYHUKAX YIIOMUHAIOT MOJ] pa3HBIMI HMEHAMHU
(Tamas, Jlean, aBux). I3BecTHO Takke, 4YTO OH ObUI TAJIAHTIMBBIM IPY3MHCKAM aKTEPOM,
BBIXOJIIEM M3 HU3KUX cI0EB obOmectBa. Teiimypas baronumBunm npeacrasuser JaBuna
Mauabenu uHTEpecHOM nuuHOCTHIO. B 1795 romy Bo Bpems HamecTBuii Ara-Maromen-
Xana [laBun MavaOenn caMm BOOPYKEHHBIH BO3IJIABISUT OTPSI akTEPOB-BOMHOB. U oH
BMECTE CO CBOMMH OOHIIAMHU repOCKH Oru0 B HEPABHOM 00I0.

B 1795 rony «c Kpuanucckoii Tparenneit OKOHYHIIACh UCTOPUS NEPBOTO TPY3UHCKOTO
npodeccuonanbHOro Tearpay. OCHOBaHUE U ASSITEIBHOCTH HAPOIHOTO PO ECCHOHANTBHOTO
TeaTpa npu napckom asope Mpakmust I Ob110 BasKHBIM COOBITHEM HE TOJBKO AJISI HCTOPHH
ropoga TenmaBu, HO M JUIsI BCEM HMCTOpPHUM TPYy3MHCKOrO TeaTpa. 37ech, B 3Ty 3IOXY
3a70kuiICcS QyHIAMEHT IPy3MHCKOH OPUIMHANBHOW KIACCHUIMCTHUECKON ApaMaTypru U
KJIACCUIICTUYECKOTO Po(ecCHOHATBHOT0 TeaTpa.

[Tocne Kpuanncckoii Tpareauu nepssle cipaBku o TenaBckoM TeaTpe aatupyrorcs 1866
rogoM. B razere «/Ipo36a» yacto mewaranach MHGOpMaIMs O MOCTaBICHHBIX B TenaBu
crnekrakyax. B nocneayromue roasl B TeraBu BHOBb IIOCTEIIEHHO HAYMHAET Pa3BUBATHCS
TeaTpasibHas XKu3Hb, a B 1880 rogy ¢opmupyeTcs MOCTOsSHHAs TeaTpajbHas TPYIIA.
Otomy (akty Takxke cnocoOcTtBoBasio ocHoBaHue «lloctosiHHON cueHs» B TOumMcH B
koHue 70-p1x rogoB XIX Beka (1879r.). DTo OBIIIO UMITYJILCOM BO3POXKICHHUS TEaTPATbHON
KHU3HH B pernonax. GopMupoBaHHe MOCTOSIHHOW TPYIIBI OBUIO BasKHEHIIMM (PakTOpoM
CTa0MIBHOTO (PYHKIIMOHUPOBAHHS TEaTpa.
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Uctopus TenaBckoro apaMaTHUeCKOro TeaTpa TECHO cBsizaHa ¢ uMeHeM Kota
MapxanumBmind. CBOIO TeaTpalbHYIO AESITEIbHOCTh OH Hadal B poaHoM Kaapemu u
Tenasu. B cBoém ropome Keapenu oH moma ycTpamBan MpeacTaBICHUS AJS JIIOOUTENeH
tearpa. Kots MapmkaHumBuiay ObUT HE €AMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO COTpyAHMYaN ¢ TerxaBckum
tearpoM. Iloutu Bce usBectHble aestenu «[IOCTOSHHON CLEHB» NPUHUMAIU YYacTUE B
npenacraBieHusax TenaBckoro teaTpa. KpoMe 3TOro M3BecTHBIE TeaTpasibHBIE JEATENN
MPOBOJMIIN TaCTPOJbHBIE CIIEKTAKIN U OCHE(PHCHI.

C navana XX Beka Ha cieHe TenaBCKOro TeaTpa CTaBATCS MbEChl HA TPY3MHCKOM,
PYCCKOM M apMSHCKOM s3bIkax. Kpome mpousBeneHHI Tpy3MHCKHX AaBTOPOB 37€Ch
CTaBWJINCH ILIEJAEBPbl MUPOBBIX KJIACCUKOB: «YKpOIIEHHE CTPONTUBOI» U «OTtemnon V.
[Hexkcnupa, «Bonk» k. Jlonnona, «OBeunit ucrounuk» Jlone ne Bera, «Maprapura
TFotbe» A. dioma, «Kagapery @. llunnepa u ap. [lapannensuo npodeccnonanbHON TpyIe
OBUI CO3/1aH OPKECTP M3 MY3BIKAHTOB-JIIOOUTENEH, KOTOPBIA OCYIIECTBIST MY3bIKaJIbHOE
COIIPOBOXKICHHE CIIEKTAKIICH, a IPU TeaTpe ObUT OTKPBIT KPY>KOK AJISl MOJIOJBIX JIFOOUTENEH
teatpa (1916r.). Ero ydacTHHMKM Wrpaqyd B SHU30AHBIX POJIAX M MAaCCOBBIX CIEHAaX
CIEKTaKJIel, BMecTe ¢ Tpo(ecCHOHATBEHBIMH aKTEPAMH.

B 1914 rony B TemaBckuil TeaTp MPUIIEN HM3BECTHBIH PEKUCCEDP, OJUH M3 MEPBBIX
IPY3HHCKUX MPo(eccCHOHaNbHBIX pexnccépoB Muxawmn Kopenu u ero sxena - aktpuca Huno
Uxennze. bnarogapst uM, Tearp HaunHAET NPeoOPETaTh HOBYIO MOMYJIIPHOCTE. OCOOEHHOM
MOMYJISIPHOCTBIO OTMEYANINCh JyeThl Anekcanapa Mmenamsunn n Huno YUxennse B
cnekTakisix «Oremno» u «Maprapurra ['oTbe».

B 1914 rony B TenaBu Bo3BpalaeTcs W3BeCTHBIN wieH Tpymnibl «IlocTosiHHOM cLieHb»
HaBun Aukypenn — ['amkpenuaze. bpates ['amkpenuaze cwirpand BaKHYIO pojib B
YCHUJICHUH TPYIIIIBI M TOBBIIICHUH XYJOKECTBEHHOT0 KauecTBa. Pois Cumona Jleonnaze (13
npoussenenus /. Opucrtasu «Ponunay) B ucnonHenun Baxrtanra I'amkpennaze oTMeTHn
naxke Mnpst YaBuaBanase.

HecsatunetnssMu o01IecTBo Oecrokoni Bonpoc 3aanust Tenasckoro tearpa. U Hakonern,
HOBO€ 3/1aHKe TenaBcKoro Tearpa TOPKECTBEHHO ObLT0 OTKpBITO 28 uroHs 1925 roga. 3to
ObUIO BaKHEHIIMM COOBITHEM B MCTOpUM TeaTpa. 3an Obul pacuutad Ha 400 3pUTENBCKUX
MecT. B 370t eHs B TenaBu coOpanch JTydiine AesITeI IPy3UHCKOT0 TeaTpa v KyJIbTYPBI.
Teatp Ob11 OTKPHIT cniekTakiaeM Kots Mapmxannmsuim «OBeunii HCTOUHHUK.

B 1931 rony coBerckas BiacTb mprcBomia TesaBcKoMy TeaTpy CTaTyCrocyAapCTBEHHOTO
Tearpa. Ha nomwkHOCTH pyKoBoauTens ObUT Ha3HAYEH BBINAIOMIMACS TeaTpaibHbINA
JiesiTeNb, MHTEJIEKTayJIbHBINA U YCIeIHbIN pesxuccep Baxranr I'apuk. Crnegyromuii yenex
TenaBckoro rearpa CBsi3aH C €r0 UMEHEM, a €0 JeATEIbHOCTb OKa3alla CBOE BIUSHUE HA
XyJ0KecTBeHHbIN cTuib TenaBckoro tearpa. C 1932 roma nomxkHocts Baxranra [Mapuka
3aHUMAIOT YYEeHHUK 1 mociieoBarens Koy MapmxanumBuiy, pesxxuccép Baxranr Abammmaze
u 'eopruii Cynuamsuiy.

Becnoii 1934 rona TenaBckuii Teatp ObL1 Ha racTpoiisix B TOmmucu. 31o Oblia 6onbiias
OTBETCBEHHOCTH IS BCEI0 TBOPYECKOTO KOJIJIEKTUBA. ['acTpOIu Hayanuch BTOPOrO UIOHS B
teatpe uMeHu Kots MappkaHuIBuiIm.

Bo Bpemst Bropoii mupoBoil BolHBI TenmaBckuil TeaTp, Kak M APyrue IPy3HHCKUE
TeaTpsl, HE IpeKpalal CBOK JEATENbHOCTb. B BOEHHOE BpeMs Tearp IpeICTaBHI
3pUTeIsiM 20 HOBBIX CIEKTaKied, B TOM 4YHCIE OBUIM MbeChl HAa TEMy BOHHBI H
natpuotusma. B xonue 1940 roma teatp mpenctaBui 3putensM «M3rHanHuk» Baxa-
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[MTmaBens! (pexxuccép I'. Poceba), koTopslii BiepBbie ObLT IOCTABIIEH Ha ClieHe TelaBcKoro
teaTpa. OTCIOZ]a M HauUMHAETCs ClieHW4eckas UCTOpHs mbechl. [locne okoH4aHus BOMHBI
B 1945-1946 rogax XyaoKeCTBEHHBIM pyKOBoAHTeNeM TenaBckoro tearpa Obll Ha3HAYCH
pexuccép Anekcanap Mukenaaze, KOTOPbIH OKOHUMI MOCKOBCKYIO XYJ0KECTBEHHYIO
aKaJIeMUUYECKYI0 TeaTpalbHylo cTyauto. OH padotan B TenmaBu BCcero JHIIb JBa CE30HA.
Cpenu ero crekTakieid MOKHO OTMETUTh: «JIroboBb Sposas» K. Tpenésa, ¢ppaniysckyto
HapoAHyIo Komenuto «Ansokart [latinen», «B nomHous» bpaiiTHa. DTu nbecsl BliepBble Ha
IPY3HHCKOM CIieHe ObLIH MocTaBieHbl B TenaBu.

B ce3on 1957-1958 rona B TenaBckoMm TeaTpe Hadajdu CBOIO AESITEIbHOCTH TOTJA €I
COBCEM MOJIOJBIE, HO IIO3JIHEE YK€ u3BecTHble pexuccépbl Hana Xaruckanu u TeHrus
MaranamBsuiai. OTOT HEpUOJ SBISAETCS CaMbIM BBIJAIOIIMMCA B MCTOpUM TenmaBckoro
Tearpa. Monojsle peKUCCEPBI OTIMYAIUCh CBOUM OYEPKOM U OPUTMHAIBHOCTBIO.

B 70-pix romax XX Beka OONBUIYIO MOMYJISPHOCTH TNpHOOpeNa cLeHuYecKas
HWHTEpIpeTanus paccka3zoB 1 pomanoB Hoxapa JlymGanze. B I'py3un He ocTanock moyTu
HU OJTHOTO MTPO(eCCHOHANBHOTO HIIH JIIOOUTENBCKOTO TeaTpa, Iie He ObUIN OBl TOCTABICHBI
npousBenenust Homapa Jymbanze. 3purtenn TemaBckoro TeaTpa Bcerza € pagocTbio
BCTPEYAJIHMCh C YECTHBIMH M JKM3HEPAJOCTHBIMH T'ePOSIMU JIOOMMOTO W MOIYJSIPHOTO
nucatenss Homapa JymbOamze. B 70-pix romax Ha cueHe TemaBckoro rteatpa ObLTH
MOCTaBJIEHBI €ro mpou3BelneHus «S By comHue», «5, 6adymka, Mnuko u Wnnapuony,
«Conneunas HOub», «benble marmy».

B cezon 1975-76 roma rnaBHBIM pexuccépoM Tearpa Obl1 HasHaueH Hyrsap
Jloprkunanuaze. [1o ero nHUIMATHBE B TeaTp ObLTH NPUTJIALICHBI TAKKE aKTEPDI, Kak HuHo
MawmynamBuim, 3ypad Anrenasa u Bano MantOenuaze. [locTeneHHo 3TH akTépsl ctanu
[JIaBHOM omopoil TearpanbHoi Tpymnmbl. M3 mpeccel 70-b1x rogoB XX Beka y3HaéM, 4TO
cnekrakian Hyrzapa Jloprkunanuaze OblT HOBBIM M HEOPAWHAPHBIM SIBICHUEM B UCTOPUHU
TenaBckoro tearpa. MOXHO yTBEpKJaTh, YTO OHHU AK€ CMEHWIA CTHIMCTUKY U IMOYEPK
Tenasckoro Tearpa.

B 1981 roay 06110 3aKOHUEHO CTPOUTEIBCTBO U COCTOSUIOCH OTKPBITHE HOBOTO 3/IaHHS
TenaBckoro TeaTpa, KOTOPOE OTBEYANIO BCEM TEXHHUYECKHM TPEOOBAHHMSM COBPEMEHHOTO
TeaTpaJbHOT 0 3/IaHKs TOro BpeMeH!. HoBoe 31anne, B KOTOpOM 110 ceil ieHb QyHKIIMOHUPYET
TenaBckuii Teatp pacuutas Ha 700 3puTEIBCKUX MECT. ABTOpPOM ITpoeKTa siBisercs [ puron
Jxabya. OTIMYUTENBHON OCOOCHHOCTBIO TEaTpalbHOIO 3/aHUsl SBISETCS ero OOoraThii
HHTEpbEP, 00mmpHOEe (oife, B KOTOPOM B HEMPUKOCHOBEHHOCTH COXPAaHEH UCTOPHUYECKUI
NaMSITHUK (OCTaTOK caapouio (BOEHHO-aAMUHHCTpaTuBHas eaununa) Llaps Mpaxmus),
BBICOKOXY/IO’KECTBEHHOE [TAHO U KEPaMUYECKUE Topenbedbl.

dacax 30aHMS  YKpamlaroT BUTPaXKd, uepe3 KOTOpble IpocMmarpuBaercs oiie.
BectuOronp u ¢oiie opraHuyecku CIMBAIOTCS IpyT ¢ Apyrom. Takoi ¢acan TeaTpa ObuT
OYEeHb OPUTUHAJICH M HEOOBIUEH JIJIs1 apXUTEKTYPbI | py3uH TOro IeproAa, Tak Kak COBETCKast
TeaTpalibHasi apXUTEKTypa OblIa OABEPKEHA BIMSIHUIO AHTUYHOW apXUTEKTYPBI.

B 1982 roay pykoBoauteneMm TenaBckoro TeaTpa CTaHOBUTCS MOJOAOH, (pakTHUYECKH
peduccép-nedprotant Anekcanape (Hykpu) Kanrapus. Y ¢ 5Toro BpeMeHH HaYMHAETCS
HOBBII M CaMblil Ba)KHBIM 3Tall B UCTOPUU TeaTpa. MoslomoH, elmé COBCEM HEOIBITHBIN
PEXKUCCEP € MEPBBIX KE MOCTAHOBOK CBOMMH TEATPAIbHBIMU HJESAMU, PEKUCCEPCKUM
MBILIJICHHEM, OOIIECTBEHHOW TO3UIMEN MPHUBIEKAeT BHUMAaHUE TeaTpaIbHOTO OOIIECTBA.
ITox ero pykoBoacTBoM TenaBckuii TeaTp OKa3ajiCs B UUCIE YCIEUIHbIX TEaTpoB I py3uu.
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B ce3on 1982-1983r.r. TenaBckuii TeaTp moObIBal Ha racTpossix B TammuHe - cronuie
OctoHnH. ['acTpOJBHBIMK CHEKTAKISIMH OBUIM BBIOpaHBI JABa MOCIEIHHMX YCIEUIHBIX
crnektakis: «["omoca Moux pois u nosneit» Pesaza TaOykamBuim u «YKpoIIarOT COKOma
Jlamu TaOykamBuiin. T0 ObLIH MEPBbIE MEKIYHAPOIHBIE TACTPOJIN B UCTOPUH TeIaBCKOTO
Tearpa, a sl TPYIIIbL, B CBOIO 0Uepe.Ib, O0JIbIIasi OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. CIIEKTAKIIH TPOXOIMIN
B Kunrucenmnckom akanemuuyeckom Teatpe. Mmsa TenaBckoro Tearpa ObLIO HE3HAKOMO
3pUTENIIM DCTOHUU.

1988 ron cumraercs BakHOM garoil B ucropun TemaBckoro Tearpa. B 310 Bpems B
I'py3un roctun n3BecTHBIH OpuTaHCKUN pexuccép mupoBoro macirtada Ilurep Bpyk. B
cBoell moe3nke 1o I'py3un oH Takxke mocemaeT TenaBu, 1 KOHEUHO ke, B Kaxeruu ero
npuHuMaer TenaBckuil TeaTp. bpyka mpurnmacunm Ha cnekTtakib «Anam». B konie
CHeKTakiIs bpyk mo3ipaBuil TpymIy ¢ yCIEXOM.

B 1989 rony TenaBckuii TeaTtp moObiBan Ha ractponsax B ['epmanum, r. bubepaxe.
Tenasu n bubepax OblIM ropogaMu-noOpaTuMaMu. DTH TaCTPOIU MPOBOJMINCH B paMKax
apyxkeckoro ¢opmara. B ractpoibHyro mporpaMmy ObLTH BHECEHBI J1Ba CIEKTaKIIs:
«Anam» (pexuccép Anekcanap Kanrtapus) u «/lenp cBumanus» (pexuccép [orn
Yakseranze). Cnekraknu TemaBckoro TeaTpa NPOXOAMIM MIPH CHHXPOHHOM MEPEBOJE H
MIPOILIH C OOJIBIIUM YCIIEXOM.

31 mag 1990 ronma ObLIO MPHHATO pelieHHe 00 W3MEHEHUHM Ha3BaHHs TeraBcKOMY
teaTpy. Bmecro mmenu Cepro OpmKOHMKHA3€ OH CTaJl Te€aTpOM HMEHHM H3BECTHOTO
IPy3UHCKOT0 nucaTens-Kiaccuka Baxka-IImasena.

B 2003 romy tearpy mpucBomiu axagemuueckuit craryc. B 2003-2012 romax B
TenaBckom TeaTpe ycrenHo padboTaiu Takue pexuccépsl, kak Jasun Mreopuiusunu, Kot
Abammunze, ['orn Yakseratae u ap.

B 2012 romy pyxoBoautenem TemaBckoro teaTpa Obul HaszHaueH aktép Ilaata
l'ynmuamBunu. TenaBckuii TeaTp Aj1st Hero — 1oM poaHoi. Ero akTépckuii 1edroT cocTosuics
Kak pa3 Ha cueHe Tenasckoro Tearpa B criekrakie «I'0j10ca MOMX POLL U ITOJIEW» peskucceépa
Hyxpu Kanrapus. Ilepuogom nesrensHoctu Ilaats! ['yauamBunm B TeaTpe MpOH30ILIO0
MHOYECTBO XOPOILUX U3MEHEHHUH U clIelaHO MHOKECTBO JTOOPBIX JIE.

B 2012-2018r.r. B TemaBckoM TeaTpe BHOBb cTaBsATCs mbechl: «HoBoroanumit
KapHaBaJl B Jiecy», «PoxnecTBeHckas ckazka», « HoBoroguss cyera B necy», « CTponTuBas
CanTa», (KykonbHbIe criekTakin pexxuccépa . loronanse), «Kpacusble cnéspr» (aBTOp U
HCTIONHUTENh MOHOCTIeKTakIsl Temyp XyHamBuim), «Madabena» (aBTOp W MCIIOTHHUTENb
MoHocniekTakng Temyp Xynamsuin), «Kto pa3zoun kysmumH?!» ['enpuxa ¢on Kieiicra
(pyxoBomutens mocraHoBmUK PoGept Crypya, pexuccép Huxomosz [eitne-llIBenunze,
HaJ CIEKTaKkieM padoTaau H3BECTHBIM TPY3WHCKHH cueHorpad Mupuan IBenumze
W W3BECTHBIM Tpy3uHCKHi Xxopeorpad Llucus Yomokamsmim). B 310 xe Bpems Obuin
noctasiieHsl «BenukonenHnas cemépka u3 TenaBuw» Temypa Xynamsuiau, «bne3» Knona
Manns pexxuccép I'. Cynrannmsuny, xygoxxuuk H. Kurus, «IIpukmtouenne Oypatuso» I
OcenamBuin (KyKOJBHBIN criekTakib pexuccépa . Jloronanze), «Kpeima» C. Kakynun
(pexuccép Hanyka XyckuBaaze, xyaoxuuk Mupuan IlIBenuaze, xomnosutop Muxeun
Maunapanse).

Tearpanbubiii ce30H 2015 roga ObUT BaKHEHUIIMM TeaTpajibHBIM CE30HOM B HCTOPHH
Tearpa. 30 anpens cocrosnack npembepa crnektakis «Kto pa3oun kyBmmH?», KOTOpBIN Ha
cuene TenaBckoro Teatpa Obu1 ocTaByieH MadcTpo Pobeprom CryTya BMecTe ¢ Hukonozom
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lefine-1lIBenuaze. Ycnex cnekrakns «Kto pazomn KyBmmH?!» HE OrpaHUYMICS TOJBKO
peueH3usiMHu U yyactueM B dectuBaisix. AkTép Bano Manrbenunze 3a ucrosHeHUE POIH
cyapu ObIT HarpaxIEH NPECTHIKHOW TeaTpibHOW mpemueil «Jlypymxwm», 3a JIydlIyro
apTUCTHYECKyI0 pabory cezoHa. Kpome 3Toro, B KoHkypce «Jlydmme crennueckne
MPOM3BEICHUSI T0Ja» CHELUAIBLHBIM JKIOPH TeaTpaslbHOrO oOmiecTBa ['py3un Jydimmmu
akTépamMu ce30Ha ObLIM TpHU3HaHBI akTEépbl TemaBckoro Tearpa: Bano HManrGenmunze,
Manana Ao6pamumBuiy, 3ypad Jlomunze, Itep [encanse 3a nyuiiee HCHOIHEHHE POJICH B
cnekrakie «Krto pa3omn kyBmuH?!».

TenaBckuii TeaTp OKa3alCsi Nepel BAXKHEUINEH TBOPUYECKOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO,
KOrJia XyJ0’KECTBEHHbI pykoBoauTesb Tearpa llaata ['ynuamBunu npuriaacui B TeaTp
H3BECTHOrO Ipy3HHCKOro pexuccépa Jlesana Ilynanse. Pexuccép ¢ tpynmnoi TenaBckoro
TeaTpa pabortan Hax criektakieM «Yemnosek nu oH?» Wnbu YaBuaBazse.

[Taara ['ynuamBuim, kak o01muil pykoBoaureis ¢ 2012 rosa o ceii JeHb OCyILECTBISeT
HE OJMH HHPPACTPYKTYpHBIH MpoeKT. OCHOBATEIb U PYKOBOIUTENb 01ar0TBOPHTEIEHOTO
¢donna «Kapry» bunznna UBanumsunu nepenan TenaBckoMy TeaTpy B IOAAPOK 27-MeCTHBIN
MHUKpPOaBTOOYC U JIETKOBOH aBTOMOOMIIb. briaronaps xmonoram [laate! ['ynuamBunm teatpy
oT MuHHUCTEpCTBa KyJIbTYPbl U OXpaHbl MaMITHUKOB [ py3un Obut mepenan Oroct Baxka-
[TmaBena, KOTOpPBIi yKpamiaeT Qoiie Tearpa, 1 KOTOPBI HOCUT €ro UMsI.

Briepsrie B TenaBckoM ApamMaTHUECKOM TeaTpe ObUTH OTKPBITHI 3BE3/IbI 3aCITy KEHHBIX
apTUCTOB, U3BECTHBIX JIML TenaBckoro teatpa Beneps! Ilenkpumsunm, Temo XyHamsunu
u Bano MantGenuaze. TearpanbHoe o0mecTBo ['py3uu 3TUX TpouX akTEPOB HArpaiuiio
cCHenuagbHON mpeMueil « Amarjgapn», 3a 3aciayry B TeaTpajJlbHOM TBOPUYECTBE.

TenaBckuii fpamMaTudeckuii Teatp, KoTopomy 258 JeT, KOTOPBIH, KaK CBUAETEIbCTBYIOT
MUCbMEHHBIE HCTOYHHKH, CPEeOu TPY3MHCKHX HPO(PECCHOHAIBHBIX TEaTPOB SIBISETCS
MEepBBIM, KOTOPBIH OoJiee 4eM JBa C MOJOBHHON BEKa CIIY)KUT HAllMOHAJIBHBIM MHTEpEcaM
I'py3un u ywacTByeT B CO3JaHMM AYXOBHOI'O IUIACTA KYJIbTYpbI, KOTOpas SBISETCS
HACTOSIIUM COKPOBUIIEM I'PY3UHCKOIO UCKYCCTBA.

TenaBckuii npamatuyeckuil teatp umeHu Baxka IlmaBena u cerogHs IOCTOWHO
MPOOJKACT TPAIUIMU U CTapaeTcsi ObITh aBaHTapIOM I'PY3MHCKOTO TeaTpa.

Ha pycckoM nepesena Huno (Hanyka) IlamyHoBa
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Fbsbomdo — 3sshs amasBgommo
Actor - Paata Guliashvili
Akrep - ITaata IN'yauamsnian
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