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Study of Academic Freedom of teachers of secondary school
(On the example of public and private schools in Shida Kartli region)
Meri Mekhrishvili

Annotation

The following Master’s thesis concerns on the Academic Freedom of secondary school
teachers. It is important to note that we could not find any research on the Academic Freedom
of teachers in Georgia as well as in the international area. Mainly, when we are focused on the
Academic Freedom issues, academic freedom of teachers of high school is relevant topic and the
Academic Freedom of secondary school teachers is not/never mentioned, so it can be said, that
this thesis is a novelty in this regard.

Based on the summarization of international documents, we made the conclusion that
the term itself includes teaching, research, security and school management issues that are the
most important part of the teaching and education process. This at the same time emphasizes
the importance of our research topic.

As a result of interest of the topic and preliminary research, we developed hypothesis:
For most of the interviewed teachers the term is unknown and it is difficult for them to
determine the content of academic freedom.

The aim of the Master's thesis is to study the academic freedom of the secondary school

teacher. Namely:

e How does the teacher understand academic freedom?

e From the components which are defining academic freedoms — teaching, research,
organisational management issues, - in which part does a teacher have/or have not
academic freedom.

e  What factors / reasons determine the degree of academic freedom of the teacher.

We set the following tasks:



e Board research: existing research, literature, international and governmental
resolutions;

e Determination of research methodology;

e Develop a research instrument;

e Conduct qualitative, empirical research;

e Develop conclusions and recommendations.

The subject of the thesis is the issue of Academic Freedom of teachers in secondary schools.
Object - Process of the academic freedom realization of teachers working in public and private
schools.

In the following thesis the qualitative research method was used, in particular, analysis
of secondary information and in-depth interviews. All regions of Shida-Kartli were selected as a
target. (Tbilisi, Kaspi, Gori, Kareli, Khashuri) From each region we interviewed 2 teachers and 4
teachers from the capital. Two were private school teachers and two public school teachers. The

results of this research are presented in this work, in details.
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