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3b gnEdgmo dobsnEal sfyam, 56 3obEMo mMYEom, 56 Jomdgdo s 3396 (3bg-
30, o6 M0 s badadanbgdo s Lbgs. bagmba bgndmbmsb dmbesgombaow do-
OMES, Ma©asbsy 3dndg v3003yme30 dg4dbnemnym s dmab hzgnmagdoo-3o
53g3306b dg8mbgg3dn, 3mbs30mbae dwggbdmy@ebgmn 3gcegab dognmmes.
1398 9bo bsBoemo 303Lgmgmgdabs 0yzbgb dmbe39dnmbo, gomomedgm-
ombo RcmLbbo, s GMos 3o803Ls(39360. dgbgmol 3o LbEGmIMgdo
03003ymab 369393900696 s 3omb dmbrommbgb; (3Lnmmmdbab Lbgswsl-
b3o a35M0b 5389800 oLYYLEG oMMl a53bbg3z9dsL, IFINbgomgdol gymnco-
306 3mdmmgdsb. baboabbob MmMIgmadyg domgsbo somgdos Boboymlb, Red-
363300 domgdl s Bambmmal gd06gdol (3bmgcgdsl ,@sdsbomon® dmmm-
bOmdes. ©sbomhgbgdn, BIogs339bmnmo Fmnbdgbobgb s ©350dymaba(s
33Mmmds g ymdmes“?. 8mbgzggdo sGedbmemmm bHBogwmbgb s3008ymandy,
o639 5L 3o@0ngbos b3gdwbgb. yobdganl bo@yzgdom, ,dmada s350dymes-
256 38 gM0a(3 30 bogEmbomoms s dmgmdemgdoo gl bmmdg*.
335bmob gMma, Imbgzggdl s9yomgdmom doshbosm sgo@aYymenl s
dobo mgobol obdomagds, Mabs 330Mg9mos, o mxobl gb LoMogdmes. gb-
3oM9dmEbgb, Mmam@(3 do@gMosmy@om, oby BodognGowm, do@obobyb
bogdgenb, Fgerb dgnamm3gdebyb, 23o@8ymab 0odgb 3ogmgzrbyb s Lbs.
9L @Foa(zns 3mbgzggdds mgdmg dgobsmhnbgl, o bg3dn, Laggmg
3mdomdob MM, 3MgM3s nbEmmMdgmB8s g 30sbE M.
Sbonm3mggmemmanal sb3gd@no Ig@ow LanbGgMgbms g3owgdngdals
OML, smdmbogmgm bodommzgmmb dmnsbgmda sGbgdmmo, ss350gdmm-
™o gdb(39mm 393980l BFoma(300. mgl, 306mgdnal gomgdm 33590 dymeg dm-
Lobmgmdseda gobbsgnmmgdamo 3m3nmammdom bomagdemmdl godm393s,
bg3LnEgmdn, 565@MMAl d3mEsdadn, dog0 goMom 835 YINM™MS MZom-
Bomomgdal dgbobgd. sbgmngg godm(3gdgdo abEmMogds bgzdo. o mooc-
430b yggmes bmggmol dmdmEgdom, 1398 gbBomaw dgdsmmgdnm sanmgd-
by, AbL Emame (s Jobabdgws, nbg 8060bg3qds d3mEsdgdal 653mgda, M-
mgdo(z 3530 oMol g30@g300Lb M™L LbyMmms dmbsmsgbgdmow gsdmayg-
bgdm@s. 53mEsdgdmsb ghmom, momgdolb yzgmash ool 3s@oms g3magbos

Lo, 4obdgan. gmaxe. Jomogmo 3hmbds, X1, md., 1986, a3. 153.

20439, a3- 153.
0439, a3- 158.
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ob bagmm(za30 bada. s@gommdMngms gs0dm 39300, ,Loymemal gomagsbdo
53mEadgd0 ngm s ds30 gomo gobsg doMs ob ng doomes s 0 B3gdmws,
39609 33090M@s s dbg ao03Lm d3mMEsdgdn“ [doMnad Bogmanma -guxofon-
dg, bmgs.... 3063560, RsBgGnmos 1980 bgemb].

Bmgob sbgo bagnm (303900 ,g030b%, 3oL bogo gbmmgdmes, 3sg., bmggen
(3mM30 EaMosmab bgmdada, bmgggm (3mmmesda, oGbmb bgmdado..., 356-
(39393900 Lbgmgdo FoGmzggdnmgdo 56 043696. bmgzmal mbabmgmds
300m30b Lagdmolb Jobmgdsol sbgMbados. Mmgmm s Robl, docmdg Lobmmo-
96m 30Mgdoz dObagbgb. 83 goMmommal aodmmgdnl y@mgdslb azodmgsl,
335393006 Loyl 56 Lamm(zs30 60dab, 39690l baamdal sGLYdMdab
%399E0 @5 LabymogHm 30fgdab JogM dogo oMo 357N gdDdy Bb-
30b dgbobgd o@mbgdnmo as0dm(393gd0. gMm-gMm sbgm (36mdslb g396300L
3mo@mb ombgmosba: ,1797 bgmbs gohbws goMo mgomababs Jomodbs [...]
3(3bmaMgdms sz0msm 33m3qL d0bs Gygms dobs, Bmal dodms s bgmds-
@5 dbEmmb ogomabobs. oo nym EOHMms 335m GYgds s 3ogds @oEnms
5 330650, MdMems S J3Mngoms. IMmbsbGgMbo s Medbmba, MmIgmms
b0b dmmms 9530030 dmdmgamo 3gx0bs Imgdzgmbgb 3o68bgmms 3nFams
3 g0boms, Lagdgmoms s Lagdmbmoms [...] Jgedbmgbo s dgdbmemmgbo
[...] 30dmbymbo 3mEgms bodMmommagsb, gomamM(zs gM(zbombn dmmgmsgsb
og0bos. 943690m@bgb dLabaMew s 64939d0b0b3(393mo© mEBmEzomms ba-
bgmmogob m30bms, gnmam(ss sbggmmbbn dgsmzgmbo, ghzgbgdm©bgb ngnbo
dom, dmzmabommom m3mabogsb, mm33s 3906 5ds dsmn, 3obb3gbows JMab-
B03bgms gmbgdabs s s 3565366939300 b, Moms demmb gobbazgmbs™!.

3830dMmdm, Gm3 bgzdo do30 FoMom ©e8350gdm™ms 0dmEomgdal sw-
a30mgddo oMmbgdygmo 3306 boggdmdobo BoMmBmawagbos aoM3zgmm 3m3-
39 gbL, ®m3gemas dagdmes 3060LDgEs ©3mmEadabash (smdsm LEgymms
3mbomagbgdmo) o s3mEsdsm bmegdgm mmdm LadsMbobasb (goMmas(s-
3emomms ©sbs3Mdams). s@dgmmmagdo o6 Mofmymeab, Mmd ,dmaogGmo
3M99@onca badsMbolb bomdmdmds dgndmgds ©o34393d0Mmm g30gdosl
o6 ®5087 bmz0omn® Mdgnmgdslb™ Lbgnmms godognmo s baymogo go-
5MRgBabmzgal Labymagmm 30Mgdol BEMb30l dg3bgogetMg @esg9gdemy-
b0 5(36md09Mg0wbgb, Hm3 0bnbo 56 (5 3mabasb 0yzbgb dn@mzgdymmgdo s
3M(3 9053056930basb. b dom goaMAgbol n3gb bsbsgms s babmbBam 339-
o0l gMdbmdol ¢abyydndqows. ymggmagyg gb 3o doom smdso Lbgnmgdsbosb
3 dmeol bsMmb ydmogfMgdws.

' 3bm3Mgds 3gg30bs gommga 8g(3099@0bs smBgMama 3mo@mb gabs@ob dab nmbgmasbo-
Logob, md., 1978, a3. 119-120.

2 om. 3omobmady. Ladmagmm. Babss@ogn®o babal sGgmmmaan®a dgamada. sbgms, 4,
3., 1980, a3. 24.
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FOLK TRADITIONS OF ANTHROPOECOLOGY IN KHEVI

Nino Mindadze
Georgia

Human ecology or anthropoecology is a relatively new field of science. The term
anthropoecology was coined in 1921 by the American sociologist Robert Park!. This
field of science is quite popular today and, above all, serves the protection of human
health?. Anthropologists consider man as a biopsychosocial phenomenon and study
the influence of the natural, social and cultural environment on humans, the relation-
ship between them and the environment®.

In works on ecology, Georgian ethnologists: M. Gegeshidze®, T. Tsagareishvili’,
V. Shubitidze®, R. Gujejiani’... also touch upon the problems of human ecology

Discussing the issue of cultural ecology,T. Gamkrelidze noted: , The latter (mean-
ing cultural ecology N. M.) will create a unified ecological discipline in the complex
with“ physical-biological ecology, ,which can be generally called” human and social
ecology“®.

From the point of view of human ecology, the studies of ethnologists M. Kandela-
ki, I. Surguladze, A. Kaldani and others are interesting”®.

Ivane Javakhishvili also addresses the issue of human ecology in his works'. He
notes that, according to the Georgians, ,the world was divided into two main parts,
the visible and the invisible countries [...].The first possessed everything that had a
cognitive and sensual nature and the second had the nature of the supreme forces.

! Park R. Introduction to the Science of Sociology (with Ern.’est Burgess). Chicago, 1921.

2 Kartman L. Human Ecology and Public Health.
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdfplus/10.2105/AJPH.57.5.737

3 Tretter F., Loffler-Stastka H. The Human Ecological Perspective and BiopsychosocialMedicine:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gowarticlesyPMC6862005

* Gegeshidze M. Cultural-Historical and Social Problems of Ecology in Georgia. Tb., 1981 (in
Georg.).

* Tsagareishvili T. Traditional Culture and Ecosystems. Tb., 2000 (in Georg.).

¢ Shubitidze F. Life Support System as a Subject of Ethnic Ecology. Caucasus Ethnological
Collection, Tb., 2003, pp. 31-38 (in Georg.).

" Gujejiani R. Folk Ecology. Ethnography/Ethnology of Georgia, Tb., 2010, pp. 520-526 (in Georg.).

$ Gamkrelidze T. Ecology of Culture. Ochkhari, Ethnological, historical and philological researches
dedicated to Julieta Rukhadze, Tb., 2002, p. 114 (in Georg.); On the Problem - Ecology and
Culture See Gamkrelidze’s speech at the General Assembly of the USSR Academy of Sciences.
M., 1988, December 27-29:
http://science.org.ge » old » cevrebi » statiebi » E...

® Mindadze N. Study of Folk Traditions of Human Ecology in Georgia. Matsne, 2015, 2, pp. 77-85
(in Georg.).

1" Mindadze N. Ivane Javakhishvili and Issues of Anthropoecology. Ivane Javakhishvili - 140,
Works, The Road to Eternity, Tb., 2017, pp. 52-57 (in Georg.).
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Man, created by God, was the unifier of all of the structures of both of these two
countries [...]. He had a body with a cognitive and sensual nature and the spirit of the
invisible supreme forces [...]. In this way, it was like a small world — the microcosm
in the big world — the macrocosm*“!. This excerpt gives us an idea of the medieval
Georgian view of man as a ,,connecting” creature of the natural, earthly — visible and
celestial — invisible world, which is important from the point of view of anthropology.

According to ethnographic data, archeological materials, information preserved
in Georgian historical or medical written sources, writings of foreign authors or lit-
erary monuments, the traditions of human ecology in Georgia are quite old, rich and
diverse.

The ancient population of Georgia had some anthropoecological knowledge. And
they used this knowledge in the formation of their lifestyle, taking into account the
factors of environmental impact on humans.

»The swampy nature of western Kolkheti caused various diseass“?. Therefore, in
the Kolkheti lowlands, as early as the Neolithic period, a ,nomadic“ way of life is
confirmed — living in the mountains in summer and lowlands in winter, which was
due to the peculiarities of the natural environment (humid climate, swampy soil)®
and, apparently, malaria, the most common disease here. Hippocrates considers the
peculiar physical structure of the inhabitants of the Phasis Basin (who, according to
T. Kaukhchishvili, suffered from malaria) to be the result of its swampy soil*. The
writings of foreign authors: Lambert, Gamba, Sharden and others on this issue are
interesting®.

Medieval Georgian medical books contain important information on the rela-
tionship between man and nature. According to the 13" century ,,Book of Saakimoi“
(lit. book of healing), the winds from the four cardinl points — north, south, east and
west — contributed to the existence of various diseases. For example, the south wind
causes- headache and eye pain, epilepsy, and the north wind — diseases of the lungs
and larynx, deafness [...] In northern cities, with ,cool atmosphere®, inhabitants
were relatively healthy and in the south ,residents of hot cities are weaker“®.

In the above-mentioned books, the ,,seasons and months“ of the year were also
considered in connection with diseases: the spring air, it turns out, contributed to the
spread of all kinds of tumors, sore throats... winter — to scurvy, joint pain, etc.” This

! Javakhishvili Iv. Essays in Twelve Volumes. VI, Tb., 1982, p. 122 (in Georg.).

2 Gamkrelidze C. Historical-Topo-Archaeological Researches. Tb., 1993, p. 40 (in Georg.).

3 Khakhutaishvili D. Kobuleti ,,Country” from the Neolithic to the Formation of Early Class Cities.
Batumi, 1995, p. 27 (in Georg.).

* Kaukhchishvili T. Hippocrates and his information about Georgia. Tb., 1965 (in Georg.)

> Mindadze N. Traditional Medical Culture of the Georgian People. Tb., 2013, pp. 66-67 (in Georg.).

¢ Tsigni Saakimoi. Tb., 1936, pp. 48-49 (in Georg.).

7 Bagrationi D., Yadigar Daud. Tb., 1985, pp. 101-102 (in Georg.).
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shows that with regard to human health, medieval medicine paid special attention to
the factors of time and space.

The work of Vakhushti Bagrationi is important from the point of view of anthro-
poecology. He often presents human qualities and nature in the context of the bioge-
ographical environment, For example, he mentioned that the men, ,who live in the
mountains, were like beasts, but wise“!.

Vakhushti Bagrationi also paid attention to the social factor when describing
the population of this or that province. He wrote about the inhabitants of the Rioni
Gorge: ,Men and women are like lowlanders, but powerless workers, not strong.
But princes and noblemen are courageous, moral, upright“2,

Folk traditions of anthropoecology are confirmed in the life of the population
of different parts of Georgia. We will discuss these traditions on the example of the
relationship between the patient and the society in Khevi.

Before that, we note that Vakhushti Bagrationi, when describing the gorge, shows
the appearance and character of the Mokheves in the context of the biogeographic
environment: ,Men are warriors, strong, mobile, beautiful, like Mtiuls, but they are
the best in everything“’.

Interesting in this regard are works of Al. Kazbegi. He also pays attention to an-
thropoecological data in characterizing the Mokheves. To illustrate, here are some
excerpts from the essay Mokheves and their life — ,,Like most of the highlanders in
general, the Mokhevs are also kind people. Always fighting against nature, they are
accustomed to patience and hard work. Although Mokheve always fights with nature,
and misfortune follows her at every step, but he still loves his land with such ded-
ication that they prefer to suffer forever before giving up and leaving for another
place. ,Every mountain, every hill, every stone, every river, every place has some
divine meaning for them, and, his being in the mountains in sorrow and hard labor,
he will not exchange for any pleasure™.

V. Itonishvili notes: ,,According to Al. Kazbegi, living in a harsh climate and re-
lated conditions had a defining effect on the formation of traits and character of the
Mokheves. Al. Kazbegi had an

ethnopsychological factor in mind when he wrote:

»Fast, brave and quick-witted, he will get out of any difficulty, and he will almost
always be able to avoid misfortune that others cannot avoid. Thousands of unexpect-
ed incidents taught him to be discerning in difficulties and quickly see means that a

! Vakhushti Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. Life of Kartli, IV, text established
according to all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1973, p. 45 (in Georg.).

2 1bid, p. 775.

* Ibid, pp. 358-359.

4 Kazbegi Al. The Mokheves and Their Life. Essays. Volume Five, Tb., 1950, p. 29 (in Georg.).
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person who is not accustomed to those places cannot even imagine; how smart and
quick-witted he is in his mountains, so weak are they in the hands of merchants and
officials, Where all their ingenuity is in vain“!. This excerpt is also from the above
essey of Al. Kazbegi.

It is well known that the human environment, the situation with which a person
is forced to come into contact, often has a negative impact on him. In this regard, the
following observation of Kazbegi is noteworthy: ,Mokheve is proud: he will in no
way allow to be oppressed, but the current situation of the ,,stick” policy, taught him
to endure many things and restrain irritation in his heart, which he would not have
tolerated at any other time. ,,If he sees injustice in his behavior, he tries to express his
dissatisfaction with the last resort and in every possible way, but he knows that op-
position will cause more suffering and he will not find justice?. In this case, Kazbegi
has described the negative impact of society on the individual.

Despite the healthy natural environment, various diseases were quite common
in Khevi. According to the population census of Stepantsminda and Sno from 1732-
1918, the number of deaths due to natural causes and old age was quite small here;
the cause of death was most often a disease, often an epidemic. Among children,
mainly smallpox and measles®.

According to ethnographic data, different diseases were associated with different
causes, explained by both biogeographic and sociocultural factors. Among the dis-
eases caused by the impact of the environment, the informants name: colds, pneumo-
nia, rheumatism — joint pain, sometimes phthisis, goiter... This is confirmed by the
popular name of some diseases. For example, ts’q’lis q’oili, ts’q’lis q’ovila, — ts’q’lis
nats’q’eni [herpes] (lit. Water flower, Irritation by water), rash of watery blisters on
the lips [Sin. Imer. Natagvari]“.

These diseases are mainly treated with herbs with different healing properties,
ointments made from natural ingredients. In some cases, the natural environment was
thought to irritate the disease. According to the population, a person suffering from
migraines, sakekis qari suffered from pain during the day ,from sunrise to sunset*.

The socio-cultural environment was, for the most part, associated with mental
disorders, infectious diseases of children (batonebi, angelozebi) and sometimes some

"' Ibid, p. 30.

2 Ttonishvili Val. Alexander Kazbegi. Historical-Ethnographic Data, Tb., 2006; Al. Kazbegi, Named
Paper. p. 32 (in Georg.).

Materials for the history of the population of the gorge. I (village Stephantsminda) (1774-
1918), prepared for publication, foreword and comments were added by Doctor of History
Nino Shiolashvili, Tb., 2016; Materials for the history of the population of the village of Sno
(1732-1918). Prepared for publication, foreword and comments were added by Professor Nino
Shiolashvili, Tb., 2013 (in Georg.).

* Sujashvili N, Pitskhelauri I. Mokhevuri Dictionary. Tb., 2005 (in Georg.).
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severe, incurable diseases. The Mokheves explained the cause of these diseases by
local beliefs. It is said, that infectious diseases of children(batonebi, angelozebi) were
considered to be ,sent from God“, ,,God’s will“, and at the same time ,the command
of John the Baptist“, because John the Baptist was considered protector of children in
Khevi and he was asked to ,,get over the illness peacefully”. Unlike other epidemics,
due to their specifics, infectious diseases of children were not considered a divine
punishment'.

As we have already mentioned, ideas about the causes of the disease in Khevi,
as well as in other parts of Georgia, were formed on the basis of local beliefs, taking
into account the symptoms of the disease. The narrator tells us: ,Man was driven
mad by both the devil and the deity (shrine). If it came from a deity, he was not com-
pletely insane, the cause was a crime, and he was curable. If the devil did it, he was
completely insane, nothing helped him... He was taken to the shrine [Masho Tsiklau-
ri-Gujaraidze, Garbani village, recorded in 1980]

According to the Mokheves, the disease was, in most cases, a punishment for any
crime committed against the deity[khati] (cutting a tree in the forest of the shrine,
breaking the weekend, working on a rest day set by God (Sunday), violating moral
norms — eg theft, etc.). In Khevi, as well as in other parts of the mountains of eastern
Georgia, it was called damizezebuli? [(lit.caused) illness caused by the deity].

Epidemics were also considered a punishment for a crime, but in this case, guilty
was the whole society and not the individual.

The ideas about the cause of the disease in different societies and in different
epochs to a certain extent determined the attitude of the society towards the sick®. In
ancient societies, the attitude of the people towards those who were sick due to evil
spirits, who were punished by disease for the crime, was for the most part negative*.
The Christian religion changed the attitude towards the sick and endowed the disease
with the function of spiritual cleansing. He made it an object of charity.

In Khevi, despite the perceptions of the cause of the disease, public attitudes to-
wards the sick, as well as people with disabilities, and generally powerless people,
were positive.

According to the existing tradition in Khevi, relatives should take care of a debil-
itated patient and a severely wounded person; ,It is a shame to bring such a patient

" Mindadze N. Traditional medical culture of the Georgian people. Tb., 2013, pp. 215-218 (in
Georg.).

2 Ochiauri T. From the History of the Ancient Religions of the Georgian People, Tb., 1954, pp. 27-
38 (in Georg.).

¥ Mindadze N. Healer and Patient in Georgian Traditional Culture, Historical, Scientific Collection,
Dedicated to the 80th Anniversary of Roin Metreveli’s Birth, Tb., 2019, pp. 650-662 (in Georg.).

* Sigerist H., The Special Position of the Sick, Culture, Disease and Healing. Studies in Medical
Anthropology, London, 1977, pp. 389-390.
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alive”! - says one of the characters in the story of Al. Kazbegi — ,Elguja®. Such a
patient was cared for not only by his family, but also by the entire community around
him. In the same story of Al. Kazbegi we read: ,,There was some movement in Svi-
mon’s house: the fence gates were constantly closing, different people entered and
exited. All who came held in their hands either dishes with homemade vodka, or bar-
rels of beer, or chickens and eggs, or pigs and pies, etc. People went to visit Svimon,
because he was seriously ill, and according to the mountain tradition — even in this
case, no one could come to visit him without a gift.

Most of the visitor’s were elderly, white-haired, and highly respected. Upon en-
tering, the guests comforted the sick and surrounded him; they tried to encourage
the weakened person with various stories, get him rid of grief from his heart. One of
them took fandur, hit its strings and singing, told about the life of the heroes of the
past. The rest listened silently and the sick seemed was amused. ,,The Mokheves not
only took care of the sick, but also respected him“?. According to Kazbegi, ,In the
mountains, even the enemy enters the home of the sick with caution and modesty*.

In addition, the Mokheves thought it inevitable to help the patient and his family,
of course if the family needed itHelped both financially and physically; They brought
food, collected money, stayed with the patient overnight, etc. This tradition has been
preserved by the Mokheves to this day, which was confirmed by many narrators dur-
ing field work in Khevi last year.

From the point of view of anthropoecology, the tradition of separating patients
during epidemics in the mountains of Eastern Georgia is very interesting. Today, the
story of the self-isolation of black plague patients in Khevsureti, Anatori crypt, is es-
pecially popular among the population surrounded by pandemics. Similar legends are
confirmed in Khevi. Remains of both above-ground and underground crypts, which
were used to house the sick during the Black Death epidemic, can be seen here from
almost every village, mostly in elevated areas. Along with the tombs, there is a small
church or shrine niche almost everywhere. According to the locals, ,there were cof-
fins in the fence of the cathedral and those who had a black plague would go there and
die and so the coffins were filled“ [Mariam Tsiklauri-Gujaraidze, village... Garbani,
recorded in 1980]. In some places such shrines were called the shrine of Zhami (lit.
plague), for example, in the village of Tsdo in the Dariali gorge, in the village of
Tsotsolta in the Truso gorge.

Individual patients were not abandoned. The villagers managed to feed them. It
seems that the clergy were taking care of them. The right to express this assumption
is given by the fact of the existence of a shrine or niche near the tombs,the dwelling

' Kazbegi Al. Elguja. Georgian Prose, XI, Tb., 1986, p. 153 (in Georg.).
2 Ibid, p. 153.
* Ibid, p. 158.
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of monks and the existing reports on the care of plague patients by the clergy. Platon
loseliani writes: ,In 1797 a plague broke out in the city of Tbilisi [...]JResidents easily
found refuge in the woods, near the foot of the mountains and in the valleys near Tbi-
lissi. Great was the weeping and sobbing of adults and children, orphans and widows
at that time. The monasteries, preceded by court priest Eftim, helped the scattered
with bread and wine, food and cattle [...] Hermits [...] coming out of the crevices of
the rocks, as swallows from their nests, served and comforted refugees like guardian
angels,they seemed to them to be sent by God, their prayers purified the minds of
Christians and encouraged them to endure trials“!.

We think that in Khevi, the small buildings in the black plague isolation areas
were a kind of complex consisting of an overground crypt for the placement of the
sick a pit tomb called Akldama. To bury the dead, archaeologists do not deny that
»the origin of some of the collective tombs may be linked to an epidemic or some
social calamity“?, This points to the fact of the care of the clergy for the physical and
spiritual salvation of the sick. The sick realized that they were neither. forsaken by
God nor by men. It gave them hope of survival and alleviated their sense of despair.
All of this likely strengthened their ability to fight disease.

Thus, despite the notion of the cause of the disease, the attitude of the society
towards the sick was positive in Khevi, the sick were especially cared for by the soci-
ety, they was respected and treated with restraint; we think such attitude towards the
sick was influenced by the Christian religion. Even with the fact that the clergy gave
the best example of morality to the locals during the mass spread of diseases and, of
course, in other cases as well.

The attitude of the Mokheves to the sick, the needy and their compatriots in gen-
eral, members of their community is reflected in one of the texts of the blessing,
which was recorded by S. Makalatia. He writes: ,,In the forest of the Sioni church, on
August 28, a cebration of Trinity is held, which is associated with the church of the
Trinity of Gergeti [...] Here come women from the village of Sioni with sacrifices and
sacrificial animals, but the married are not allowed near the church niche, only small
and innocent women come for blessing to the decanoz. The celebration is called the
Rose Day and on this day the decanoz will blessed:

Glory be to thee, the Rose Day!

Long live the faith of Christianity!

Give grace and blessing to our crops,

lend a hand to the needy,

! Life of George the Thirteenth, described by Plato loseliani, son of Egnate. Tb., 1978, pp. 119-120 (in
Georg.).

2 Kalandadze Al. Samtavro. Pre-Attic Archacological Sites, Mtskheta, vol. 4, Tb., 1980, p. 24 (in
Georg.).
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Save the sick and give health!

lend a hand to the traveler and to the flock,

If anyone asks you with a pure heart,

Help him, give him inner peace,

give him a happy journey,

Heal the sick, let them Succeed in plowing!

It is known that the disease causes changes not only in the human body, but also
in society. It is one of the reasons for the disturbance of order in society, The sick in
their surrounding society, be it the family or the wider society, can no longer perform
the functions that they had, being healthy, they can no longer fulfill their social ob-
ligations, they disrupt the usual way of life and the rhythm of society. Nevertheless,
in Khevi, and it must be said that also in other parts of Georgia, the society of which
they were a member, did not neglect them and treated them with respect and prohi-
bition.
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