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maia karanaZe

X saukunis kidev erTi xelnaweris yda  

sinis mTis qarTul xelnawerTa  

axali koleqciidan

ydis istoriis kvleva gulisxmobs ara wignTan dakavSirebuli erTi 

elementis damoukidebeli ganviTarebis Seswavlas, aramed zogadad sam-

wignobro tradiciis erTiani kulturul-istoriuli procesis rekon-

struqcias, rac TvalnaTliv dagvanaxa kidec am problemaze muSaobis 

aTwlianma gamocdilebam. Cven mier ukve Sedgenili ydebis katalogisa 

da maTi monografiuli gamokvlevis1 pirvel etapze gairkva, rom tyavis 

damuSaveba, wignis akinZva Tu ornamentuli tvifvra (mxatvrulad gafor-

meba) damokidebulia ara mxolod garkveul teqnologiur procesebze, 

aramed wignis damkveTTa da mmosvelTa kulturul-istoriul garemosa 

da ganswavlulobaze.

samwuxarod, IX-X saukuneebSi gadaweril xelnawerebs, maTi xSiri gam-

oyenebis gamo, ar SemorCaT Tavdapirveli ydebi, razedac maTze darTu-

li anderZ-minawerebic metyveleben. Aamis gamoa, rom adreuli periodis 

wignis ydebis Sesaxeb arsebuli masala metad mwiria. am faqts adgili 

aqvs ara mxolod Cvens sinamdvileSi, aramed zogadad adreuli periodis 

xelnaweri wignis, kerZod ki bizantiuri ydebis Seswavlisasac. Aaqedan ga-

momdinare migvaCnia, rom yuradRebis miRma ar unda davtovoT yoveli 

axlad gamovlenili yda an Tundac misi fragmenti, rogorc ydis isto-

riis amsaxveli umniSvnelovanesi sabuTi. 

am mxriv Cveni yuradReba miiqcia sinis mTaze axlad aRmoCenili qa-

rTuli koleqciis erT-erTi xelnaweris ydam (N/Sin. Geor. 26). sakmaod 

sqeltaniani, bolonakluli, mcire formatis xelnaweri IX-X saukunee-

biT daTariRebul liturgikul krebuls (zoma: 12,5x14 sm.; moicavs 

1	 m. karanaZe, qarTuli wignis ydis istoria, Tbilisi, 2002.
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213  f.  +  1  fragmenti boloSi) warmoadgens. gvinda amTaviTve aRvniSnoT, 

rom gansaxilveli xelnaweris formati sagangebod ipyrobs yuradRe-

bas, vinaidan swored ydis teqnologiur-mxatvruli gadawyveta asaxavs 

garkveulwilad rogorc Tavad krebulis mniSvnelobas, aseve mis Semqm-

nelTa ostatobas. isic udavoa, rom mcire areze ornamentuli tvifrebis 

ganlageba da geometriuli simetriisa Tu mxatvruli asimetriis dacva 

gacilebiT rTulia da did gamocdilebas moiTxovs, vidre didi forma-

tis xelnaweris ydaze.

davubrundeT kvlav xelnaweris aRwerilobas: sqeli, uxeSi, gayvi-

Tlebuli etratis bolo furclebi amJamad dazianebulia, Semonaxulia 

mxolod a – kz rveulebi; teqsti Sesrulebulia asomTavruliT, aqa-iq 

nusxuriT; gamoyenebulia Savi melani, saTaurebisaTvis – singuri; moR-

weul teqsts anderZ-minawerebi ar axlavs. xelnaweri Casmulia sakmaod 

sqeli ficris tyavgadakrul ydaSi, zed amotvifruli ornamentiT; ydis 

sacav furclad sxva xelnaweridan gamouyenebiaT etratis furceli ber-

Znuli teqstiT, romelic paleografiulad VIII saukunisad aris miCneu-

li.2

Yydis xis dafebi masiuria, CamoWrilia xelnaweris furclebis pirze. 

ydis mxares mTlian sigrZeze (vertikalurad), iq, sadac dazianebu-

lia (gadaxleCilia) tyavi, SeimCneva Tokebisgan gakeTebuli sami yulfi 

(es Sekervis adgilebi unda iyos), romliTac ukavSirdeba xis dafebi 

rveulebad akinZul wignis bloks (sur. 1). samwuxarod, amjerad ar mogve-

ca saSualeba xelnaweris fotopirebis meSveobiT mainc gavcnobodiT `qa-

rTuli akinZvis~ im teqnikas, romelsac exeba belgieli mecnieri bert van 

regemorteri Tavis naSromSi. amasTan dakavSirebiT saWirod migvaCnia, 

yuradReba gavamaxviloT sinis mTis wm. ekaterines monastrSi damkvidre-

buli am tradiciis pirdapir Tu arapirdapir gavlenaze wignis akinZvis 

im meTodTan (teqnikasTan) dakavSirebiT, romelsac igi `qarTul Seker-

vas~ uwodebs (Couture géorgienne).3 

sinuri qarTuli axali koleqciis xelnaweris ydaze naxats qmnis 

mcire zomis, sxvadasxva ornamentisagan Semdgari yvavilovani da sam-

sWvalebis magvari tvifrebi (odnav daxrili, jvris formis ornamenti), 

romlebic ydis Tavisufal adgils avseben. ydas kideze arSiad mihyveba 

erTi da igive gamosaxulebis Semavsebeli tvifrebi (amdenad, ydaze sul 

2	 sinis mTaze wm. ekaterines monasterSi 1975 wels aRmoCenil qarTul xel-
nawerTa aRweriloba, Seadgines z. aleqsiZem, m. SaniZem, l. xevsurianma da 
m. qavTariam, aTeni, 2005, gv. 271.

3	 Regemorter B. van, La reliure Byzantine, Revue Belge d’Archéologie et d’Histoire de l’Art, 
vol. 36 (1967), Bruxelles, 1969, p. 122-124 
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ori saxis tvifria gamoyenebuli) da ara sabordiure tvifri, rac, ro-

gorc cnobilia, ydis qronologiur ganviTarebis istoriaSi gviandel 

movlenad iTvleba. Semavsebeli tvifrebisgan Sedgenili naxati Casmu-

lia specialuri saxazaviT Sesrulebul TiTo xazisagan Semdgar CarCoSi, 

igive teqnikiTaa amotvifruli yuaze horizontaluri, vertikaluri da 

diagonaluri xazebi, yuaze aseve SemorCenilia sakmaod sqeli Zafebisagan 

dawnuli kaptali (sur. 1).

ydis zedapirze farglisa da specialuri wverwamaxvilebuli, magram 

ramdenadme blagvi, xelsawyos meSveobiT amotvifrulia stilizeburi 

tolgverda jvari, romelsac axlavs wre da kvadrati (sur. 2). ornamen-

tuli simbolikis ganviTarebis TvalsazrisiT samecniero literaturaSi 

miiCneven, rom idea wris gaTanabrebisa kvadratTan momdinareobs mbruna-

vi kvadratis cnebidan. wris da kvadratis urTierTmimarTeba ukavSird-

eba ori didi kosmiuri simbolos – miwisa da cis erTianobas. kvadrati 

miwas aRniSnavs, ca - wres.4

qristianuli aRmosavleTis sinamdvileSi amgvari simbolika xSirad 

gvxvdeba. amas adasturebs ara mxolod e. testas mier adre gamocemu-

li masala5, aramed uaxlesi publikaciebi, romlebSic asaxulia Taname-

drove erayis teritoriaze SemorCenili siriuli kulturis amsaxveli 

qvajvrebi, eklesiaTa bareliefebi da sapatriarqo saydarze gamosaxuli 

ornamentuli Semkuloba6.

qristianuli aRmosavleTisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli wreSi Caxatuli 

tolgverda jvari, romlis naxats Seadgens wris segmenti, Cvens xelT 

arsebuli masalis safuZvelze, qarTul xelnawerebSi ZiriTadad gvxvde

ba sinis mTis qarTveli moRvawis ioane-zosimes gadaweril da Semosil 

xelnawerebSi: Sin. Geor. 47, 1r-v, 81r, 91r; Sin. 26, 1r; peterburgSi dacul 
Sin. Geor. 34 xelnaweris fragmentebSi (Gr. XLI 2r-v; Сир Н.С. 16/1 20r), N/Sin. 
Georg. 20, 1r7 (sur. 3), misive xeliT gadaweril pasqalionebSi: Sin. Georg. 
38, f. 284; Sin. Georg. 34; peterburgis fragmentebi, Сир Н.С. 16/1 27v, aseve 

xelnawerebis amotvifruli ydebze – Sin. 32-57-33 (ix. sur. 4), Sin. 46; N/
Sin.Georg. 26. erTi da imave moxazulobis jvris xelnawerSi ramdenjerme 

gameoreba sxvadasxva adgilas – aramarto ydaze, aramed TviT xelnaweris 

4	 J. Cirlot, A Dictionary of Symbols, London, 1973, p. 307. 
5	 E. Testa, Il Simbolismo dei giudico-christiani, Jerusalem, 1981, p. 283-299 (warmod-

genilia bolnuri jvris tipi, aseve `kosmiur kvadratSi~ da `kosmiur 
marTkuTxedSi~ Casmuli jvrebi.)

6	 Sébastien de Courtois, Les derniers Araméens, Paris, 2004, p. 80, 107, 109.
7	 axali koleqciis fragmentebi unda ekuTvnodes cagar. # 93-92 xelnawers, ix. 

qarTul xelnawerTa aRweriloba, aTeni, 2005 gv. 266-267, 505

maia karanaZe



349

furclebze garkeveul tendenciad ikveTeba swored ioane-zosimes Semo-

qmedebaSi. 

rogorc gairkva, sinis axali koleqciis N/Sin. Georg. 26 xelnaweris 

yda (sur. 2) identuria sinuri mravalTavis (Sin. Georg. 32-57-33) ydis qve-

da frTisa (sur. 4). isini erTi Semsruleblis xels unda miuTiTebdnen, 

romelTa avtorad ioane-zosime SeiZleba miviCnioT.8 safiqrebelia, rom 

864 wels gadawerili sinuri mravalTavisa da Sin. Georg. 46 xelnaweris 

msgavsad, ioane-zosimem xelnaweri – N/Sin. Georg. 26 X saukunis 80-ian 

wlebSi mesamed an meored Semosa.

cnobilia, rom X saukunis Cveni mwignobrobis es TvalsaCino sineli 

moRvawe, romelic anderZ-minawerebSi gadamwerad, mCxrekelad da Sem-

mosvelad moixseniebs sakuTar Tavs, amave dros gvevlineba ama Tu im 

xelnaweris gamformebladac. isic cnobilia, rom iovane-zosime Tavis 

samwignobro saqmianobaSi ZiriTadad agrZelebda im tradicias, romelic 

sinis mTaze damkvidrebulma qarTvelma mwignobrebma memkvidreobiT mi-

iRes sabawmidis monastridan.

ras unda mivaweroT ydis ornamentebze arsebuli tvifrebis siriul 

tradiciasTan amgvari siaxlove? A rogorc Cans, amis axsna upirveles 

yovlisa unda veZioT sinis monastris kulturul arealSi myarad gamj-

dar im adreuli kavSiris gamoZaxilTan siriul tradiciasTan, romelmac 

Tavad saqarTveloSi farTo gavrceleba pova bolnuri jvris saxiT.

sinuri ydis Taviseburebebis ganxilvisas Cven, ra Tqma unda, ar vgu-

lisxmobT pirdapir kavSirs siriul xelnawerebTan, aramed am SemTxvevaSi 

gvsurs yuradReba gavamaxviloT Cvens kulturul arealSi daleqil im 

uZveles urTierTobebze, romelic ukve qristianobis pirveli saukunee-

bidan gvqonia qristianuli aRmosavleTis umniSvnelovanes centrebTan.

8	 sinuri mravalTavis ydasTan da jvrebTan dakavSirebiT ix. m. karanaZe, da-
sax. naSromi, gv. 9-18, dam.: 2-7

X saukunis kidev erTi xelnaweris yda sinis mTidan



350

Maia Karanadze

ANOTHER 10TH-CENTURY BOOK BINDING FROM THE NEW 
COLLECTION OF THE GEORGIAN MSS ON MOUNT SINAI

SUMMARY

Owing their frequent use, MSS lost their original covers. In this respect, material 
is very scanty in the 9th-11th cc. on bound MSS of the Byzantine period.

The present paper offers a typological analysis of only one MS book, on the basis 
of a newly-discovered Georgian MS (N/Sin. Georg. 26.) in St. Catherine’s monastery 
on Mt. Sinai  (Fig. 1; 2).

A stylized equilateral cross, with a circle and square, is stamped on the surface of 
the binding. In Georgian MSS an equilateral cross, a segment of a circle constituting part 
of the drawing, is attested in the MSS copied and bound by the outstanding Georgian 
man of letters Ioane Zosime, who flourished on Mt. Sinai, as well as in Paschalions 
copied in his hand, also stamped on MSS covers. Occurrence of crosses of the same 
outline several times, at different places – and not only on covers but on pages of MSS 
assumed the form of a tendency in Ioane-Zozime’s work.

As it became clear from the description of the binding, the cover (Fig. 2) of the 
MS of the new collection of Sinaitic MSS (N/Sin. Georg. 26) is identical with the lower 
part (Fig. 4) of the cover of the Sinai Polycephalon (Sin. Georg. 32-57-33). They point 
to the hand of a single executor who, in the present writer’s view, is Ioane-Zosime. 


