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MIDDLE EASTERN CIVILIZATIONS, THE NOMADIC
WORLD, AND THE GATES OF THE CAUCASUS

Valerian Vashakidze,
Roland Topchishvili
Georgia

The role of the Greater Caucasus is quite special in the history of the millennial
relations between the ancient Eastern civilizations and the Nomads of Eurasia. This
mountain range, stretching for 1,500 km between the Caspian Sea and the Black Sea,
was a powerful natural threshold that protected the developed countries to the south
from the constant ravage of nomads. The paramount importance of the Caucasus for
mankind was estimated by Gaius Pliny Secundus (23-79) as far back as two thousand
years ago. The ,Natural History® (VI, 30) says: , The Gates of the Caucasus... repre-
sent a huge natural creation, which is formed as a result of a sudden disconnection of
the mountains and where the exit is blocked byiron-plated logs... Which is erected to
block the way for innumerable tribes... with these Gates the country is divided into
parts“!. The above mentioned excerpt unequivocally indicates that for the Roman
author the division of a country (world) into two parts has not only a geographical
but also a cultural-mental basis. Pliny the Elder mentions in the same work (VI, 40)
that the ,,Caspian Gates” is mistakenly identified with the ,Iberian Gates®, which, as
we have said, is called the ,,Caucasus Gates“?. Thus, it is quite clear that the Pliny’s
»Caucasian Gates“ corresponds to the ,,Gates of Iberia”“, or today’s Darial, which is
the credible evidence that the mentioned large strategic Gates was considered unhes-
itatingly to be the constituent part of the kingdom of Kartli, Iberia- due to ancient
sources. Strabo also points out the main pass of the Caucasus and nomads living in
the north (1% century BC-1%, and after that a footpath in the narrow gorge of the river
Aragos which takes about four days for a lonely man to pass. The end of this road is
fortified with a hard-to-remove wall“.

Interestingly, in different historical epochs the name of the ,Caspian Gates® was
associated with various passes. This term (as well as the notion of the Iron Gates)
originally referred to the mountain pass in the Cedar ravine (Firuz-Kukh) in western
Iran, where the troops of Alexander the Great passed; In the first centuries AD it
corresponds to the ,Caucasus Gates”, and later this toponym was attributed to the
Daruband Gates (Derbent) which was located on the west shore of the Caspian Sea*.

! Gaius Pliny the Elder. Natural history The antique Caucasus. v. I, sources, Tb., 2010, p. 502.
2 Ibid, p. 505.

3 Strabo. Geography. The antique Caucasus, encyclopedia, v. I, sources, Tb., 2010, p. 225.

* Kavtaradze G. Issues of state development of Georgia. Tb., 2006, p. 56 (in Georg.).
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The ,,Gates of the Caucasus” i.e. ,The Gates of Iberia“ is implied in ,, The Caspian
Lock® (,The Caspian Gates“) by Marcus Anaeus Lucanus (39-65), which is corrobo-
rated in his work , Farsalia® or ,,Civil War® (VIII, 218-224). Here are cited the words
of Pompey: ,,...when [ was on my way to the Caspian Gates*'.

We find a similar situation with Cornelius Tacitus (approximately 55-116 / 120).
The Roman historian in the Annals (VI, 33) notes that ,the Iberians, the owners of
these lands, allowed the Sarmatians to enter Armenia via the Caspian road?. There is
no doubt that Tacitus’es ,Caspian road” is the ,Caucasus Gates® because it says: all
the roads were blocked for the Sarmatians except the one located ,between the sea
and the edge of the Albanian mountains“®. The latter undoubtedly implies Derbent.
Nor does the question of who owns the aforementioned ,,Caspian Road"“ leave room
for hesitation. According to the unequivocal explanation of the source, these places
are owned by the Iberians.

Anyway, the question arises why the exit, in the center of the Caucasus — in the
Terek Gorge was called the ,Caucasus Gates“ // ,Iberian Gates”, ,Caspian Gates“.
Because the military units,moving from the South Caucasus, preferred to enter the
North-eastern Caucasus, for example, the country of the Khazars,situated around the
Caspian Sea through this way. We will talk about this question below.

Claudius Ptolemy (about 90-168) notes in the ,,Geographical Manual“ (V, 8, 11),
»the Gates of Sarmatia® on the border of Iberia, which undoubtedly refers to ,the
Caucasus Gates“ mentioned by Pliny. The basis of this supposition is given in the
section of the work (V, 8, 15), where along with the ,Gates of Albania“, the ,Gates
of Sarmatia® is mentioned. It is evident that the author distinguishes the above-men-
tioned Gates as well from each other and allows us to identify them respectively to
the Dariali and Derbent passes.

Although the watershed ridge culturally separated the two worlds, and at first sight
it seemed insurmountable, but since ancient times people have been able to overcome
it individually and in groups. There were some walking passes in ,,the Caucasus®; but
there were also the passes (in the Terek and the Alagiri gorges) that were fortified by
people and their established societies. Although, the most important pass in Georgia
was in the Terek Gorge, through which it was possible to enter not only the highlands
of the North Caucasus, but also the lowlands and steppes, where ethnic groups of
different origin led a nomadic life. The direction of their movement was from east to
west. The landscape of the north-west Caucasus often pushed the nomads here for a
semi-nomadic life, but over time, new waves of migration took their place.

When Eusebius Hieronymus writes (c. 384-420 BC) aboutNomadic and semi-no-

! Marcus Anaeus Lucanus. civil war. Ancient Caucasus, Encyclopedia, v. I, sources, Tb., 2010, p. 514.
2 Ibid.
3 Kornelius Tacitus the Annals. p. 538.
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madic peoples, (Goths, Sarmatians, Quads, Alans, Huns, Vandals, Marcomanns)
dwelling in the Eurasian space, he mentions their barbaric raids in the Eastern Eu-
rope and demolishing the Christian shrines and instantly speaks about their invasion
to the south: ,Last year, from the farthest cliffs of the Caucasus — not the Arabian but
the northern wolves broke through and occupied in a short time huge provinces. How
many monasteries have been taken? How many watery rivers have been stained with
human blood? Antioch and the rest of the cities are under siege“. ,Huns, among the
gloomy tribes of the icy Tanayis and the Masagetes, set forward from the Extreme
Boundaries of Meotis where Alexander’s Gates encloses wild tribes in the cliffs of
the Caucasus, dashing about here and there on fast horses, filling everything with
massacre and fear®!.

Thus, at the beginning of Anno Domini, today’s Darial was called the ,Caspian
Gates®, the ,Caspian Threshold“ (or ,,Caspian Lock®), the ,,Caspian Way*, the ,Gates
of Sarmatia“, the ,,Gates of the Caucasus” i.e. the ,Gates of Iberia“. The titles of the
main Gates connecting the South Caucasus and the North Caucasus do not end there.
As it was said, today it is called ,Dariali“. The name comes from the Persian ,Dari
Alan®, which means the Gates of the Alans, or the exit to the country of the Alans.
Incidentally, Pliny the Elder also refers to the fortress, built in the Terek Gorge for
blocking the nomads, as Kumania. Some scholars think that Dariali fortress and Ku-
mania should be one and the same. Relatively speaking, it’s worth mentioning, that
the different names of the Caucasus Gates / Iberian Gates (exit) in different epochs
indicate that these names were defined by the political conjuncture, the attitude of the
civilized world; the name change also proves that the nomadic world to the north of
the exit was frequently changed.

It should also be noted that the names ,Gates of Sarmatia“, ,Dariali“, ,Kumania“
do not mean that the Sarmatia, Alans, Kumans dwelt directly at the exit Gates. This ex-
it merely was the exitto the settlement area of the Sarmatians and Alans for the ancient,
as well as for the Persian and the Arab authors. Unfortunately, the old foreign authors
had little knowledge in which ethnic units were inhabited in the Caucasus Mountains,
in this particular case, in the vicinity beyond the exit of the ,,Caucasus Gates”. They
had an idea only of the peoples living in the steppes and the lowlands of the North
Caucasus — Sarmatians, Alans, Kumans and others. In many cases, different ethnic
groups were considered under these ethnonyms, which were united under one name
owing to the similar economic activities and lifestyles. Naming the Gates, interesting
for us, as the Alans’ Gates, it did not implicate that the Alans lived there or at the near-
by area. Simply, it was the passage to reach the country of the Alans, familiar to them,
which was at a respectful distance apart to the north. A. Aleman also notes that Alania,

! Eusebius Hieronymus. Letters. Ancient Caucasus, Encyclopedia, vol. I, Sources, Tb., 2010, pp.
589-590.
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according to the author of the tenth century, is beyond the Mountains of the Caucasus'.
The Arab ibn Rusta, in his works, written between 903-913, notes: After three days’
travelling on the left side of the Dagestan’s Avar kingdom, to the west, while wonder-
ing between the mountains and the meadows you will reach the Alan Kingdom. At a
ten-day distance from the Alans, passing the way through rivers and forests, you will
reach a fortress called the ,,Alan Gates®. It stands on the top of a mountain with a road
under it; The fortress is bordered by mountains. ,, Thousands of native people guard its
walls day and night“. This Arabic-speaking author of the tenth century has the most
important record: It is a ten-day’s journey from the land of the Alans to Dariali, i.e. the
Alan-Ossetians’ settlement existed quite far from the mountains and foothills of the
North Caucasus, in the lowlands of the region, in the steppes.

A more interesting note is preserved by another Arab al-Masood (died in 956):
»Between the Kingdom of the Alans and the Caucasus (in the DarialiGorge) is the
so-called Alan Gates Fortress and the bridge over the Great River (Terga). This for-
tress was built by Is BandarBeshtads, king of Persia, who left the garrison here for
preventing the Alans from reaching the Caucasus“?. According to the same Arab au-
thor, the Alans were neighbors of the Circassians not of the Vainakhs on the outskirts
of the Caucasus. The Vainakhs have not been mentioned here accidentally, because
to the north of the exit of the ,Caucasus Gates“ there was a settlement area of the
Dzurdzucks, the ancestors of the Ingush and Chechens, and the Ossetian settlement
here occurred late.

Lev Gumilyov, an excellent scholar and expert in ethnic groups of Eurasian
steppes, regarding the Alans, suggested his competent conclusion based on the reli-
able sources. When talking about the neighbors of Khazars in the 7% — 8" centuries
he notes: ,,Guzes in the east, Magyars in the north, Alans and Bulgarians (blacks) in
the west were not always in friendly relations with the Khazars“. ,But these steppes
were not needed by the Ugrians... and the Alans, who lived in the luxurious cereal
steppes between the Kuban and the Don*. The Alans, who were acknowledged as
the ancestors of the Ossetians, had never lived in the vicinity of the main exit of the
Caucasus (the Terek Gorge) until the 18™ century. It is corroborated by the fact that
their migration to Georgia was accomplished not through the mentioned route but
through the Kasri-Gates (the ,Dvaleti pathway“), which connected the historical-eth-
nographic region in the extreme north of Georgia — Dvaleti to the Alagiri Gorge. By
the way, the ,,Casris-kari“ only functioned for three or four months; other times it was
impossible to pass through it.

" Topchshvili R. The original settlement area of the Alans-ancestors of Ossetians.Tb., 2008, p. 40 (in
Georg.).

2 Anemanb A. AlaHbl B IPEBHUX M CPEIHEBCKOBBIX MMCMEHHBIX HCTOYHUKAX. M., p. 347.

3 Tymuses JI. H. DtHocdepa nrozeit u ucropus npuposst. CITB.-M., p. 388.
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Thus, the civilized world of the Middle East knew nothing about the peoples
dwelling in the Terek Gorge, to the north of the ,Caucasus Gates”. But they had in-
formation initially about the Iranian-speaking and then the Turkish-speaking ethnic
groups, who lived in the steppes and led nomadic or semi-nomadic life (while they

lived directly in the steppes) and posed the major threat to the southern civilized
world. When the Persians called the exit from Georgia to the North Caucasus as the
Dariali Gates,it was the Alans who posed a threat to them. Moreover, the name ,,Dar-
iali“ was absolutely unknown to the ancient authors, because at that time the Alans
had not appeared in the Caucasian nomadic area of Eurasia.

According to the Georgian historical tradition, one of the most important crossings
of the Greater Caucasus is called the ,,Aragvi-Gates®, because the Georgian sources
often referred to the river Terek as Aragvi. According to Leonti Mroveli, , TheKhazars
learned both ways which are: the sea-Gates Darubandi and the Aragvi Gates, which
is Dariala“!. It should be noted at the outset that although the Khazars’ ancestors were
originally nomads (known as descendants of the Hun warriors and Sarmatian wom-
en’), but later started settled life and formed the Khazar state known as Kaghanate
where together with Christians, a significant number of Jews dwelt. Thus, the Geor-
gian chronicler clearly distinguishes between the Derbend (Daruband) and Dariali
Gates and refers to the latter as ,the Aragvi-Gates®, which is completely natural.

The same author emphasizes the importance of the steps taken by the first kings
of Kartli (Iberia) to strengthen the northern border of the state. Parnavaz, the founder
of the royal dynasty, had theDurdzuk wife, and due to this dynastic marriage he had
good neighborly relations with the Nakh ethnic groups living across the Caucasus.
As for the remarkable fortification of the Dariali exit, according to Leonti Mroveli,
it is attributed to King Mirvan, a grandson of Parnavaz I. According to the source,
,Mirvan intruded into Durdzuki, and devastated Durdzuki and Chartali, built a Gates
with mortared stone and named it Darubal“’.

The nomads, living in the North Caucasus, posed a constant threat to the Geor-
gian statehood and the civilized world of the Near East which is well depicted in the
Georgian sources. In the 5% century the Ossetians, unable to pass through the Cauca-
sus Gates (it was firmly locked), intruded into Kartli via Daruband. They took count-
less captives, including the sister of juvenile Vakhtang, and returned in the same way
through Daruband. But a few years later, King Vakhtang Gorgasali, already an adult,
moved to the North Caucasus through the Dariali Gates to fight the Ossetian army on
the Terg River: ,Then, Ossetians were defeated and their camp was invaded”. When the

! Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 12 (in Georg.).

2 T'ymuses JI. Otkpeitre Xazapuu. M., 2003, pp. 155-166.

3 Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p. 28.
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king turned back, he firmly locked the Gatess of Dariali, the exit to the North Caucasus,
» Lhe king built a high fortress, and appointed allied Mtiulsas guardians. The great rela-
tions of Ossetians and Kipchaks cannot pass without the order of the Georgian king*!.

If we go deeper into history, we can remember the note of the Georgian source,
which, if we say in advance, expresses the interest and struggle of the two civilized
worlds — the Antique and the Persian — about the existence of statehood in Georgia
and the government pursuing their interests. This is what Alexander the Great did by
bringing Azo to Kartli from ,Aryan-Kartli (i.e. south-western Georgia) and appoint-
ing him as its ruler: ,Alexander the great conquered the whole Kartli, Appointed Azo
as an army commander and the ruler of Kartli*?. This fact is conveyed in more details
in , The Conversion of Kartli“: ,,Alexander was accompanied by Azo, son of the King
of Kartli and gave him Mtskheta to rule... and he was the first king in Mtskheta“.

Until then, Kartli, from the 5" century BC was under the rule of the Achaemenid
Persia. What interests the two civilized worlds — ancient Greece and Persia could
have in the South Caucasus, in particular in Georgia. It was a geographical factor.
Kartli via the ,Caucasus Gates“ was connected to the North Caucasus, and from
there to the nomadic space of Eurasia. Nomads, after passing this Gates, posed great
problems to both civilized worlds. These Gates would have been firmly locked in
the presence of a state organization in Kartli and, naturally, both sides tried to gain
influence in Kartli and establish a pro-government oriented ruler. Later, Azo under
the kingdom of Pontus was replaced by Parnavaz of Seleucid political orientation.

Historical sources provide a direct indication that stable political relations with Kar-
tli were of particular importance to Persia and Byzantium. According to a Byzantine
historian, in a treaty between the two countries in 562, ,the first provision was written
that the Persians (who at that time occupied Iveria and Albania) did not allow the Huns,
the Alans, or other barbarians to cross over the narrow the so-called Chori (Daruband)
and the Caspian (Darialan) Gatess against the Roman Empire“. This mission (closing
the exit Gatess) towards the Roman-Byzantine and Near East was well comprehended
by the Georgians of that time. In the 6th century, the diplomats of Egris,when offering
the Shah of Persia an alliance against Byzantium, promised that they would control the
boarding (northern) barbarians to make raids on the Roman lands every year.

! Juansher. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 156. Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p.
28 (in Georg.).

2 Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p. 28.

*Monuments of Ancient Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I (5th-10th cc.), prepared for publication
by Il. Abuladze, N. Atanelishvili, N. Goguadze, L. Kajaia, Ts. Kurtsikidze, Ts. Chankiev and Ts.
Jghamaia, under the direction and editing of Ilia Abuladze, Tb., 1963, pp. 81-82 (in Georg.).

* Menandre Protigtori. Georgika, Bizantian writers’ notes about Geoirgia, v. III, Greek text with Georgian
translation published and end notes added by Simon Kaukhchishvili, Tfl., 1936, pp. 216-217.
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»The ambassadors told the Shah that the Kingdom of Lazica was still the Gates
of the Caucasus Mountains. , The Byzantine historian also writes that Lazica is on-
ly a stronghold for the barbarians living in the Caucasus, and that in the favorable
and stable situation between Persia-Egrisi, ,the Persian state would be forever safe
from the Huns invasions, living in the neighborhood of Lazika“!. D. Muskhelishvili
remarks quite rightly that obtaining the status of a ,friend of Rome" was primarily
conditioned by the fact that Iveria owned the exit of Dariali, and Rome would not
have the power to incorporate it“2.

The keeping and controlling the Gates of the Greater Caucasian range has been
one of the primary concerns of Georgian political leaders which had an utmost impor-
tance from the day of the establishment of the Kingdom of United Kartli (Iberia), in
the centuries-old history of the Georgian statehood. Evidently, special attention was
always paid to the ,Caucasus Gates“, which was distinguished among the Caucasus
Gatess by its strategic location. This was a vital challenge for the country, and its
successful solving gave the regional importance to the Georgian state. It is right to
assume that the geographical location of the states Kartli / Iberia, Colchis / Egrisi and
Albania to the south of the Greater Caucasus Mountains, and their role in controlling
the Gates was the ,essence of existence” of these political units: to protect the oe-
cumene i.e. the civilized world of the Mediterranean and the Middle East from the
nomadic tribes of the North. It can be said without any exaggeration that this difficult
mission was most successfully undertaken first by the Kingdom of Kartli, and later
by the United State of Georgia.

Shortly speaking, the Gates of the Caucasus / Iberia was not only for military
purposes, but also for commercial purposes too. Its protection was a top priority for
Georgia. It had the same significance for Georgia’s neighboring countries or particular
ethnic groups. Moreover, duly, the ancient world, Persia, the Byzantine Empire, the
Arab Caliphate gave great significance to its protection. It is reasonably noted that ,the
Arabs in Kartli and Egrisi were mainly interested in controlling Tbilisi and Dariali®, as
well as — ,,the Arab military leaders actively used Dariali in wars against the Khazars®.
Therefore, together with Georgia, they often exercised control. We have already men-
tioned above the military and commercial significance of this Gates but the first one
was predominant. The Georgian authorities opened the Dariali Gates when they drew in
mercenaries from the North Caucasus, for example, Davit Agmashenebeli/the Builder
withdrew in the Kipchaks through this passage for this purpose. King Rusudan (1223-

! Procopius of Caesarea. De Bello Persico. georgika, Bisantian writers’ notes about Geoirgia. v. II,
Greek text with Georgian translation published and endnotes added by Simon Kaukhchishvili,
Tb., 1965, pp. 81, 94.

2 Muskhelishvili D. The Caucasian politics in the medieval Georgia (till thel3™ century).
Muskhelishvili D. Scientific articles letters and publications, Tb., 2014, p. 106 (in Georg.).
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1245), when she learned about the departure of Jalal ad-Din (Khvarazm Shah 1220-
1231) from Adarbadagan to Tbilisi again (1227-1228), mobilized the whole Georgian
army, opened the Gates of Darialani; she dragged the Ossetians, Durdzuks, other high-
lander warriors and gathered them at Nacharmagevi against the Khwarazmians.

The existence of the Gates /exit, separating the two worlds, obviously served the
interests of the civilized world; it was fully out of the interests of the nomadic world
in the North; They wanted to invade and plunder as much territory as possible and
take people captive. Thus, the fortress at the exit was built solely and exclusively by
the inhabitants of the South. According to the Georgian historical tradition, Miri-
anlst, the king of Kartli (Iberia) built the first fortress in the narrow exit of the Terek
in the first half of the 2™ century BC. During the first Roman invasion of Georgia
(1st century BC.), the Dariali gorge was controlled by the Kingdom of Iberia. In the
5™ century Vakhtang Gorgasali restored the old fortress. During the Arab rule in the
South Caucasus (7™-10™ centuries) the Terek gorge and the Dariali fortress were in
their hands. The fortress was also renovated by David the Builder'.

Archaeological excavations have revealed that the road connecting the South and
North Caucasus, which passes through the Dariali Gorge, dates back to the 3™ mil-
lennia BC?. Its significance is even better seen on the background of the fact that the
second largest crossing pass of the Caucasus, Daruband (Derbent), supposedly, until
at least the 1st century BC, due to the relatively high level of the Caspian Sea, was not
completely convenient for heavy traffic. There is a well-reasoned consideration that
till the mentioned time, the Caspian lowlands, from the north of Derbent to about the
modern-day Rasht, and inland to Evlakh in present-day Azerbaijan, were so far cov-
ered with water’. This is supported by the note of Tacitus from Annals (VI, 33) that®
the road between the sea and the edge of the Albanian mountains was inaccessible
in summer, due to dry, (sandstorm) hot winds covering the background with water,
and in winter the Auster wind sweeping away against the waves, and when the sea
recedes, the coastal shallows are exposed“.

We asked the question above, why the ancient geographers called the Dariali
Gorge the ,,Caspian Gates".

Lev Gumilyov has given an answer to this question. In addition to the above
mentioned reason (the rise and fall of the Caspian Sea level in different epochs, it
is noteworthy, that the Caspian Sea level rose twice in the section of the 6™ and 13™

! Gvasalia J. The Aragvi Gates (Darialani). From the history of Georgia and the Caucasus, Tb., 1976
(in Georg.).

? Mindorashvili D. Archaeological excavations in Khevi (Kazbegi region). Tb., 2005, p. 163 (in Georg.).
3 Mypagbes C. H. ITronemeeBa kapra kaBkasckoii Anbanun u yposenb Kacrmst. BJIU, 1983, Nel,
pp. 117-147; see also: ®ununos H. M. O6 u3menennu yposusa Kacnuiickaro mops. CIIb., 1890.

* Kornelius Tacitus. anals. p. 538.
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centuries: by 3 meters in the 10" century and by 10 meters in the 13" -14™ centuries'),
there were other reasons for the Middle Eastern Civilized world to take advantage
of the exit passing through the Georgian mountains. These were the floods, flowing
of large amounts of water from the river bed in the lowlands of the Terek and Sulak
Delta between Khazar and Daruband, taking straight to the steppes. The large area,
covered with water and swamps, posed great hardship to the cavalry. It was impos-
sible to cross the background of the river, move in the water up to the waist and pass
tens of kilometers. But the Khazars could choose the right time when the water was
not dangerous and the ways, which were familiar only to the locals, for raiding in the
direction of Daruband. It was impossible for the foreigners to force themselves into
the water, and they chose to invade the North Caucasus and reach the Khazar capital,
Semender, by the mountain road — Darial. Another hindering factor was the sand
dunes in the dry steppes on the right bank of the river Terek. In the first millennium
AD, due to high humidity, Tergused to move from the riverbed not only to the right,
but also to the left banks, where nowadays, there are large Cossack Stanitsas/villages
and homesteads.? Thus, people heading to the Caspian Sea side of the North Cauca-
sus calledDaryal as the ,,Caspian Gates®, due to the mentioned factor.

Considering the material preserved in the works of ancient authors (Strabo, Pliny
the Elder, etc.), according to which the roads in the South Caucasus were an impor-
tant section of the great caravan-trade highway of Eurasia,it will not be difficult to
conclude that the interest of the superpowers in controlling the cliffs of the Greater
Caucasus, and one of the most important of them — the ,,Caucasus Gates“ — was driv-
en by military-strategic and economic goals. Consequently, from ancient times the
empires have been constantly trying to gain a foothold in the South Caucasus (either
to conquer the existing political units here or to act as loyal allies) and thus to gain
control of the Greater Caucasus. That is why they wanted not only to protect them-
selves from the Eurasian nomads, but also, if necessary, to use this fierce military
force in their own interests.

Due to the above mentioned the owner of the ,,Caucasus Gates“-the Georgian
state was constantly facing the most difficult challenges. Its success or failure was
largely due to the choice made by the rulers of the country in a particular historical
period of time: a) to take advantage of their own and use the nomads in confrontation
with an opponent with superior power; B) be themselves the supporters of the stra-
tegic interests of any superpower and thus ensure the peace and development of the
country. Naturally, there have been periods in Georgia’s centuries-old history when
there was simply no choice.

' T'ymunes JI. Otkpeitie Xazapuw. p. 111.
2 Ibid, pp. 88, 165-166; I'ymunes JI. Teicsuenerne Bokpyr Kacnmst. M., 2003, p. 158.
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