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Lavrenti Janiashvili, Doctor of Historical Sciences, chief
scientific worker at 1. Javakhishvili Institute of History and
Ethnology of TSU, tel. 593348788

Some Aspects of Domestic Industry among the Pshavians Residing in
Lapankuri

(basing on the field-ethnographic material of 2022)

In the fall of 2022, a group of scientists conducted the field-ethnographic
research in the villages of Lapankuri and Laliskuri of Lopota and Stori gorges, Telavi
municipality. The researchers aimed at identifying the elements of traditional
culture, preserved in everyday life, which could be included in the list of intangible
cultural monuments. These villages are distinguished for having many inhabitants
(the Pshavians, Tushetians), resettled here from East Georgian mountainous regions.
The article presents a part of the field material collected in the village of Lapankuri.

Lapankuri is located on the left bank of the Lopota river in Telavi
municipality, 36 kilometers from the city of Telavi. The Lopota gorge is surrounded
on three sides by the mountains of the Kakheti Caucasus (Big Mukhatsikhe, Small
Mukhatsikhe, Sasantle, Nakorogali, Big and Small Andarazani, etc.). The altitude of
the gorge ranges between 500-3000 meters above sea level. The villagers associate
the name of the village with the name of Pterocarya (aka wingnuts, lapani in

Georgian). This rare plant is found in abundance in Lapankuri area. The village

counts about 400-450 families mainly the lori and Aragvi Pshavians, whose
ancestors resettled here more than a century ago.

Even before moving to Lapankuri, the Pshavians knew the Lopota gorge very
well, as they wintered their cattle here. In the early 20" century, Khvtiso
Chakiashvili and Lega Naruslishvili decided to buy this spot and live permanently

here. This required a considerable amount of money, which was difficult for two



families to pay. Therefore, 10-12 households united and bought 40 hectares of land.
The land purchase-sale documents were signed in 1906-1907 and the first Pshavian
families moved here in 1908. The land where the new homesteads were built was
unusable for ploughing. It was quite difficult for the new settlers to make a living
only by cattle breeding. It became necessary to change the place so that the Pshavians
would increase their share of farming. After the establishment of Soviet power, the
population gradually moved westwards, about 5 km from the original location,* and

occupied the current residential area.

In the traditional life of the highlanders, small handicrafts and home industry
played a big role, as the Pshavians mainly prepared necessary things and food in
family conditions. This situation more or less persisted until recently, however, the
processes undergoing in the modern world and, accordingly, in Georgia, were also
reflected in this sphere of life. Visible are the fundamental changes reflected in the
oblivion of centuries-old technologies in family activities and the decline of
traditional forms of housekeeping. The article discusses a few elements of culture
characteristic of the life mode, which held significant place in the life of the last

century.

First of all, I would like to touch upon erbo (ghee), a high-calorie food product
widely spread throughout East Georgia. It is used for cooking, to add fat to milk. It
Is prepared at any time of the year, but the ghee prepared in autumn is considered
the highest quality. It is mostly prepared by women; by men too, during their stay in

the mountain pastures. Today, ghee is mainly prepared by

! Lapankuri
https://ka.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%A4%E1%83%90%E1%83%9CHE1%B3%A7HEL %8
3%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98
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middle-aged women, experienced in family work. Although erbo is a popular
product throughout Georgia, the Pshavians make it in traditional technology (by
using less separator). Pshavian erbo is delicious, as the folk saying goes: “bread is
Kartlian; wine — Kakhetian; cheese — Tushetian; and erbo — Pshavian”. Thanks to its
high caloric content and the possibility of long-term storage, erbo occupied a
significant place in the food culture of the Pshavians, and its production probably

started at the early development stage of cattle breeding.

The residents of Lapankuri churn milk with barneli in chkhuti (a round,
cylindrical wooden vessel, slightly narrowed towards the head, which has several
metal hoops around). Chkhuti is made of linden or oak. The best is of oak. Barneli
Is a long wooden tool with a cross-shaped end. Barneli should be made from a solid,
durable wood. Buckets, sauce pans, sieves are also used when making ghee. Main
product of the technological process is ghee itself, which is indispensable in the
nutrition of the highlanders, but at all stages of the cycle, different products are also
obtained (butter, dovi, cottage cheese, dambalkhacho), which are foodstuffs.
Namely: dovi — is churned sour milk, “It is the favourite food for the Pshavians,
delicious and cool in the heat, light and innutritious™, > khachoni is obtained by
heating dovi , is squeezed well in a special bag for curd, mashed and salted, and
bound as small balls; the balls of cottage cheese are placed on the bast tray (dzobani)
and smoked; this smoked curd can be used to make dambalkhacho; rdzekhachoni

(cottage cheese mixed with boiled milk), etc.
Dyeing and dashibva®

People started using natural dyes at the ancient stage of history. After making clothes

from fabric, it became necessary to decorate them with multi-colored ornaments and

2 Materials for the history of Georgian domestic industry and small handicrafts., Thilisi, 1986, vol. 3, part 2, p. 107)
% Dashibva - a technique when a colored ornament is in-woven while knitting



figures and therefore to use natural dyes. Until the 19" century, natural (organic)
dyes were mostly used in all regions of historical Georgia, where the population was
engaged in making their own clothes.

In the 19" -20" centuries, resulting from the development of light industry,
commodity-monetary relations and the widespread use of inorganic dyes, the
branches of inner industry, which involved the production and dyeing of clothes,
gradually decreased and in fact completely disappeared in the population of the
lowland regions. In olden times, knowledge of needlework was necessary for both
young and old women, and this tradition was passed down from generation to
generation... They mostly knitted with woolen thread, which they made themselves
and dyed in desired colors. This branch of craftsmanship has survived to this day in
East Georgian mountainous regions, Pshavi and Khevsureti in particular.

S. Makalatia wrote that with woolen yarn Pshavian women knitted socks, rugs, etc.,
for which they used threads dyed in different colors. The dye was made locally from
various plants, grass roots, certain kind of ground or alder-tree bark. The Pshavians
and Tushetians continue this activity to this day. Natural dyes are widely used for
various handmade fabrics and many colors are obtained by natural means. For
instance, green walnut rid, zhangaro moss, wingnut tree, etc.” Cocoa color is
obtained from wingnut tree. This tree is a floodplain plant, it grows mainly along
Lopota floodplains. Women use its leaves, boil them, then remove the mass and put
wool into the decoction for dyeing. This is how cocoa color is obtained, if they want
light color, they boil it for a relatively short time, if they want dark color, they boil
it longer and add more wingnut leaves. Dyeing with moss gives a transition color,
neither yellow nor red — more rust-color. The color of the clothes dyed this way does
not fade.” Zhangaro was brought by men from the mountains, its moss hangs on tree
branches in the forest; to obtain light-yellow color, wool was also dyed with hazelnut

leaves. To which they sometimes added onion skin. Both dry and raw hazelnut



leaves are used. Red color was obtained from Caucasian rhododendron. Caucasian
rhododendron gave almost the same color as Rubia; to obtain brown color, they
collected green walnut rid and walnut bark. By using them, it was possible to obtain
brown color transitioning to black; soot was also used to obtain black color; rusty
iron gave “a strange color, neither yellow, nor rusty, more of snuff tobacco color; in
the past, ash was also used for dyeing; green color was obtained from the roots of
male fern. Nowadays, a special aluminum pan is used for dyeing, which cannot be
used for any other purpose.

The same method of dyeing was applied everywhere in East Georgian mountains.
Mostly women were engaged in this process. In autumn, when sheep were sheared,
they dyed wool, and in winter they spent more time at home, mostly knitting. Sheep
are also sheared in spring, but there is less time for wool processing. In highlander’s
family all women knitted. Common practice was “Mushani — women would get
together, weave and card wool together until late; this was followed by dancing, and
having fun.”

According to the narrator “Wool was washed, stretched, carded, spun and then
dyed”. After spinning the thread needed to be twisted. They had a special spinning
wheel, depending on the thickness of the thread needed.”

The Pshavians attached great importance to dashibva — in-weaving an
ornament while knitting. “The background should basically be dark, black or brown.
The ornament should match the background color. Brown needs color matching
more than black; the ornament should ‘scream’, it should be clearly visible.....

The choice of colors and fabric depends on the taste of the weaver, however,
there is a certain tradition and they repeat the combination of colors and ornaments
used by the ancestors. Besides, new elements are also introduced. Color, pattern and
dimensions can be changed at the weaver’s discretion. Pshavian women mostly

weave flowers. The technique of dashibva was used when knitting men’s, women’s



and children’s socks, home shoes, leggings, gloves and also rugs. Colorful figures
were in-woven while knitting, via winding the thread above the knitting needle.

Lapankuri residents say that, in the knitted the Pshavians mainly weaved
flowers, while geometric figures are more Khevsuretian. Sock knitting starts from
toes. Knitting season is more winter, women at this time are less busy and can knit.
The Pshavians usually wore modest, dark-colored clothes, therefore used the
in-weaving technique to decorate them. In-weaving is a decor, the rich had it more,
the poor had less. Colored thread is in-woven so as not to break the order. According
to Pshavian narrators, the in-weaving technique has survived mainly among the
Pshavians. Others embroider either on top or inside the fabric. For instance, the
Tushetians embroider inside, the thread should be underneath. Whereas the
Khevsuretains darn. Their cross ornaments are not visible from below.

As it has been said, knowledge of needlework was necessary for women, when
a girl got married, she knew in advance who she would meet in her new family and
had to bring socks she had knitted for everyone. The dowry also included the things
knitted by the bride (e.g. a rug).

Although needlework has always been more or less popular in Georgian
society, few people practice it lately. In Georgia, knitting was considered a woman’s
job, they also did needlework in their free time, mainly in winter months. Recently,
the nature of traditional relations has changed, handmade gifts are less in demand in
family and Kkinship ties, knitted items can be purchased quite cheaply; the income
from knitting is not very large. Besides, the share of women’s work in business,
education, etc., is gradually increasing. Therefore, they have relatively less time and
desire for knitting and weaving.

Even the above fragmentary material gives a certain idea of the situation in Georgian
village. Even though the consumption of animal fats and dairy products in the diet

of the population does not decrease, the amount of natural ghee and the number of



people involved in this activity clearly decreases. The decline of sheep farming in
the life of the Georgian highlanders made wool less available and, accordingly, it
became difficult to produce and obtain woolen yarn. Natural dyes have been

replaced by much cheaper and easily available inorganic dyes.
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