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! Mictopust MOHI0JI0B 1O apMsIHCKUM HcTo4HUKaM. I, mepeBon u o0sicienus K. ITarkanosa, CIIb.,
1873, a3. 62.

2 3. 3086 g39ma. bodommggmmb 1772 Bl Gaygs. 3., 1964, a3. 32, 88.

? 20999638 9@ 0b Ima bon@mds badetmggmman. a3. 189.

* Ak, coOpanHbie KaBkasckoii apxeorpaduueckoii komuccueil. 2, KaBkas u 3akaBkasbe 3a Bpemst
yIIpaBIIeHHs reHepaia oT uHaHTepuy, KHs134 [laBna Jmurpuesnya [{unuanosa, 1802-1806, mox
pen. An. bepixe, T, 1868, a3. 224.

¥ g0dmosmdbgmgmo. sbBmmmgabo 3o80sby. &gdbEo 3odmba(398sm dmaddows Mgzed 303-
60dgd, md., 1987, a3. 230.

¢ Xamunos M. LI, Knumos A.I. CioBaps KaBKa3CKUX s3bIKOB. COIMOCTaBICHHE OCHOBHOM
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nexcuku. M. 2003, ag. 128.
"0dsg, a3. 167.
2 Ozzoes U. A. Pyccko-MHIYLICKHIA cl10Bapb. 83. 592.
3 Kapacaes A. T., Manmes A. I. Pyccko-yeueHckuii cioBaps. M., 1978, a3- 392, 399, 493.
* Manues A. I, O3n0es 1. A. Pyccko-ueueHCKO-MHIYLICKHIA ciioBapb. [po3Helid, 1966, a3. 407.
*a. 3m3obadg. omdn@o mgdbogmbo. @d., 2012, a3. 85.
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"0dsg, a3- 170.
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THE NAME OF DARIALI ACCORDING TO THE GEORGIAN
CHRONICLES AND ITS DIALECTICAL
CORRESPONDENCES

Ketevan Kutateladze
Georgia

The strategic pass — Gates of the Caucasus, known as the ,Caucasus Gates®“, the
»1berian Gates”, the ,Caspian Gates”, the ,Sarmatian Gates“, is represented in the
»Georgian Chronicles” (,,Life of Kartli“) under the name ,Darial / Dariel / Darialani®,
although it has also an old Georgian name, preserved in Georgian sources.

Strabo considered the Caucasus to be the pass between the Black and Caspian
Seas, and pointed that it ,strengthens the passage that separates [the seas]. [This
mountain] borders Albania and Iberia to the south, and the lowlands of Sarmatia to
the north“. Strabo also adds that the Albanian and Iberian tribes occupy basically the
above ,mentioned pass called ,the Caucasus Gates“!. Pliny also calls it ,the Cauca-
sus Gates“. According to Pliny’s description, ,the natural exit between the rocks is
bounded by iron-plated logs under which, in the middle of the rocks, the river flows
down, and on the side of the Gates there is a fortress on the rock, known under the
name Kumania?, which was built up to obstruct the passage and avoid passing the
tribes, amassed at the entrance®’, He considers that the Gates ison the territory of
Iberia, and adds that via crossing Iberia, the exit ,leads to the land of Sarmatia“.

" Qaukhchishvili T. Strabo’s Geography, Information about Georgia, Tb., 1957, pp. 126-127 (in
Georg.).

2 The etymology of this name is unknown, in Georgian historiography in one case it is identified with
»Dariali Fortress®, in another case with ,Kumlistsikhe* (Kazbegi district, Gudauri community),
which is located on the southern slope of Jvari Pass on the bank of Mtiuleti Aragvi: Orthographic
Dictionary. Tb., 1987, p. 110 (in Georg.); Topo archaeological Dictionary of Life of Kartli. ed.
G. Gamgrelidze, Tb., 2013, p. 739 (in Georg.); The name Kumania requires proper explanation,
although it is possible that the general name of any of the nomadic peoples, such as ,Sarmatians®,
»Scythian®, ,Alans”, etc. was implied. Stephen of Byzantium names the Comans by the Caspian
Sea: M3Bectust npeBHUX mmcarenell rpedecknx u jdatnHcknx o Cku¢pum n Kaskase, cobpan u
nznan ¢ pycckuM nepesonom B. B. Jlateimes. I, B. 11, CIIB., 1896, p. 261; Kuma is a river in the
North Caucasus, which is referred to by Guldenstedt in Circassia; Guldenstedt’s trip to Georgia,
g. Gelashvili Edition, vol. I, Tb., 1962, vol. II, Tb., 1969, p. 53.

Arbolashvili L. Pliny the Elder’s ,History of Nature® as a Source of Georgian History.
Caucasiological Series, III, Tb., 2006, p. 151 (in Georg.); M3Bectus apeBHUX mnucareneii
rpedecknx U gatuHCKUX o Cxuduu u Kaskasp, cobpan n u3nan ¢ pycckum nepesogom B. B.
Jlaremues. 11, B. I, CIIB., 1904, p. 182; M3BecTust qpeBHUX I'PEUSCKUX W PUMCKUX THCaTelIel o
KaBkasbe, coOpan u nepesen ¢ nognuaHUKoB K. [anp. 4. I, T6., 1884, p. 107.

* Arbolashvili L. Pliny the Elder’s ,History of Nature”. p. 153; M3BecTus ApeBHUX mucarenei

rpedeckux U naruHckux o Ckudun u Kaskass. p. 184.

w
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Pliny notes thatthe Gates of Iberia mistakenly is called the Caspian' Gates2 which,
as mentioned above is called the ,,Caucasus Gates“?. Strabo makes a mention of the
fortress as an impregnable one®.

Leonti Mroveli calls Darial ,the Aragvi Gates™. Juansher also calls ,Aragvi®,
the river, that passes through ,Darialan®: ,and this river is also called Aragvi“ as the
both rivers originate in the same mountain: The Aragvi of Kartli and the Aragvi of
Ossetia’. This river is the same Terek, which Vakhushti Batonishvili sometimes refers
to as ,,Aragvi“ and sometimes as ,Lomek“: ,The river of Khevi up to Cherkassy is
called Aragvi and the Lomek river from ancient times, and now it is called Terek,
which ,flows from Khevi to the Caucasus“’. An old Armenian translation of ,Kartlis
Tskhovreba“ (,Life of Kartli“) refers to ,,the Aragvi Gates® as ,Dariala®’, while in the
Mariam’s version of ,KartlisTskhovreba“ it is called ,,Da: Rghala:“®.

According to Ana’s ,Life of Kartli the river, which flows into the Dariali gorge, is
called ,Dariealo®. Teimuraz Bagrationi also mentions that one out of the two Gates

! T. Kaukhchishvili noted that according to ancient sources, the ,Caspian Gates® is sometimes
understood as ,Dariali“ and in some cases as ,Darubandi“: T. Kaukhchishvili, Ancient Greek
Sources of Georgian History. Tb., 1976, p. 218 (in Georg.); Inadze M. Caspian Gate (Dariali,
Darubandi) In International Diplomatic Relations of I-VI Centuries BC, Georgian Diplomacy,
Yearbook, III, Tbilisi, 1996, p.50] (in Georg.). G. Gozalishvili dedicated a special letter to the
»Caspian Gates”, which refers to Darial: Gozalishvili G. Caspian Gate. Enimkis Moambe, V-VI,
1940, pp. 469-477 (in Georg.). On this issue, see also: Cheishvili G. The Caspian Gates, Iberian
Borders and International Relations in the 6™ Century. Annals, 2014, N2, pp. 164-194.

2 Gozalishvili G. Caspian Gate... p. 470; V3BecTust PEBHUX I'PEUCCKUX U PUMCKHUX IHCATEINCH O
Kagkasse. p. 109.

* Qaukhchishvili T. Strabo’s... p. 129; M3BecTusi ApeBHUX Mucareseil TPeYecKUX U JIATHHCKUX O
Cxkucun u KaBkasp, codpan u u3gan ¢ pycckum nepesogom B. B. Jlaremmes. I, B. I, CIIb., 1893,
p- 140; M3BecTus ApeBHUX TPEUECKUX U PUMCKHX mucareneil o KaBkasse. p. 68.

* Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 12 (in Georg.); History and admiration of
Monarchs. Life of Kartli, II, 1959, p. 44 (in Georg.).

5 Juansheri. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to all major
manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 151.

¢ Vakhushti Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. Life of Kartli, IV, text established
according to all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1973, pp. 356, 633.

7 Old Armenian translation of the Life of Kartli. Georgian text and old Armenian translation with
research and dictionary was edited by Ilia Abuladze, Tb., 1953, p. 15-16; Leonti Morveli notes
that the ,Khazars“ would enter the Caucasus through two entrances - ,,Seaside / Daruband” and
»Aragvi Gates / Dariala“: Leonti Mroveli. Life of Georgian Kings. p. 12; Regarding the same fact,
the old Armenian translation mentions the following except for ,Darubandi“: ,, The Khazars found
another door called Dariala“ [pp. 15-16], text for the Rumyantsev’s list states that in addition to
the Sea Gates / Daruband, there was ,another road to Dariela, which passed through the Caucasus
via the Aragvi“: Life of New Kartli. Vakhtang’s edition, published by Goneli Arakhamia, Tb.,
2017, p. 273 (in Georg.).

§ Corrected in the footnotes as ,Darielai.e.Dariala“: Life of Kartli, Queen Mariam’s version,
published by E. Takaishvili. Tb., 1906, p. 9 (in Georg.).

? Life of Kartli, list of Queen Anna, edited by Simon Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1942, p. 99 (in Georg.);
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of the Caucasus is the ,Gates of Dariela (i.e. Khevi), which flows ,through Lomek
(i.e., through the river Terek®)'. Thus, the river which forms the Dariali Gorge, ac-
cording to ,Life of Kartli“ is called ,,Aragvi“ and ,Dariealo” and, respectively, the
both names the ,Aragvi Gates“ and the ,Dariali Gates“ mean the exit to the Terek i.e.
the Dariali Gorge.

Vakhushti Batonishvili informs us that the king Asphagur ,Opened the Gates of the
Caucasus and brought out Ossetians and Lezgins® and attacked the Persians®. Regard-
ing the same fact, Leonti Mroveli’s ,Life of Kings“ notes that ,,Asphagur opened the
Gates of the Caucasus, and brought out the Ossetians Lezgins and Khazars“®. This is
the case when ,,Darial / Darialani“ is called the ,,Caucasus Gates“ in ,Life of Kartli®.

Weidenbaum, in accordance with the folk speech, refers to the Dariali Gorge as the
»Khevi Gates" i.e. the Gates of the Gorge, in this case of Terek i.c. the Dariali Gorge*.

According to the Georgian sources, the crossing over the Aragvi Gorge to the
Terek Gorge occurred from the Jvari Pass: ,They crossed over the Jvari Pass and
arrived to Dariel®’. The Jvari Pass is a pass in the Jvari mountain. Vakhushti Baton-
ishvili mentions ,Pass“ when describing Khevi. He notes that the Khevi river i.e.
the Terek meets Khevi to the Northward of the Gorge, which is called ,,a descent“®.
A descent i.e. downhill is connected with going down’. The Georgian military road
passed through the ,Jvari i.e Khevi Mountain Pass® (2388 m)®.

According to the Georgian source, ,Darial / Darialani“ is not just the name of
one geographical point. It also denotes the name of both the Gates and the Locking
Fortress. Vakhushti Batonishvili also mentions other fortresses in the gorge, which
should have had a unified system of military readiness against the enemy entering
the gorge. It is supposed, that the David and Darial Fortresses were preferable forb
locking the Nomadic tribes from intervention or bringing them for help.

Weidenbaum notes that ,this Gates was in the territory of Iberia, where Diriodoris was a flowing
with noise: [TyreBogurens mo Kaskasy. cocrasmi E. Beiinendaym. T6., 1888, p. 265.

! Batonishvili Teimuraz, History from the Beginning of Iveria, i. e. Georgia, which is entirely of
Georgia. SPB., 1848, p. 70 (in Georg.).

2 General name of the people of Turkish Origin: Batonishvili Vakhushti. Description of the Kingdom
of Georgia. Life of Kartli, IV, Tb., 1973, p. 71 (in Georg.).

* General name of the people of Turkish Origin: Life of Kartli. I, Tb., 1955, p. 59.

* ITyreBomutens o Kaskasy. p. 265.

* Life of Kartli. II, Tb., 1959, p. 443 (in Georg.).

¢ Vakhushti Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. p. 356.

7 Abuladze II. Dictionary of the Old Georgian Language. Tb., 1973, pp. 502, 126; Orbeliani
Sulkhan-Saba. Dictionary Georgian. I, Tb., 1991; II, Tb., 1993, p. 300 (in Georg.); Comp. In
ancient Armenian darivayr / darivar — nuphquyp/ nuphywp — ,descend, slope“: Melikset-Beg
L. Armenian-Georgian Dictionary. Edited by Merab Robakidze, Tb., 1996, p. 86.

8 Maruashvili L. Physical Geography of Georgia. Tb., 1964, p. 176 (in Georg.).

% Cheishvili G. Caspian Gates. Iberian Borders and International Relations in the Sixth Century,
Annals, 2014, N2, Tb., p. 186 (in Georg.).
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Vakhushti Bagrationi mentions the ,,Arsha Fortress“ below the decent, on the
slope of the glacier, on a high cliff, bounded by a rock and ,inaccessible for men“'.
The castle could only be approached from the north, a narrow exit of which was
blocked by a wall and a Gates.The fort was quite large and during the war almost the
whole gorge was sheltered, the fort was also supplied with water?. It is located in the
Chkhati water ravine, where there is the Arshi waterfall and the icon niche ,in the
name of St. White George“. ,Chkhati” in the Mokhevian, Tush and Mtiulian dialects
means a waterfall, a cascade?, by which this ravine was distinguished.

After that, Vakhushti name the ,Ghudushauri Fortress“ at the confluence of the
Achkhoti and Terek rivers, which is considered as the ,,Sno Fortress®. It is perched
on an overhanging cliff and is difficult to reach, protecting the Ghudushauri Gorge.
The fortress has tiers of warriors with holes for guns and boulders. The garrisons of
the Arsha and Sno Fortresses acted jointly when a common enemy was attacking’.
Vakhushti mentions that the road to Gudamakari passed over this Gorge, and north-
ward he names Stephantsminda, and to its west Gerget®.

»Queleti is the next geographical point, mentioned by Vakhushti, where David the
son of Demeter, the insurgent against the Mongols, took shelter; the Mongols could
not capture the fortress. According to the data of the Georgian sources, the Gueleti
Fortress is located in the ,Dariel / Dar [i] ali“ Gorge’.

The Ilkhanate Mongols’ activation in the Aragvi and Dariali Gorges was condi-
tioned by their fear that David could give these roads to the representatives of Golden
Horde against them. Gueleti Fortress is built on the two high cliffs and ,,a narrow
pass, connecting these rocks“®. Water flowing from Khde joins the river Terek at the
Gueleti village and then flows into the Dariali defile full of massive granite rocks’.

! In the Khevsur, Mtiul and Gudamakruli dialects, ,Arsha“ was called a gun with zinc bullets
(cf. ,Arshaviani®): Dictionary of Georgian Synonyms. Tb., 1978, p. 40 (in Georg.); Vakhushti
Batonishvili. Description of the Kingdom of Georgia. p. 357.

? Zakaraia P. Dariali Fortress (Guide). Tb., 1957, pp. 49-50 (in Georg.).

3 Apmxesannize M. BoenHo-rpysurckas gopora. T6., 1954, p. 224.

* Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti. Tb., 1984, p. 668 (in
Georg.).

° Zakaraia P. The Aragvi and Terek Gorge. Historical-Architectural Guide, Tb., 1972, p. 50 (in
Georg.); Apmxesanunse M. Ibid, p. 225.

¢ Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid. p. 357.

" The entry of the Dariali Gorge is the confluence of the river Chkhere and the end is considered
the Lars checkpoint, and the total length of the cliff is 11 km, where the Terg has a significant
drop and in its narrowest part (part of the Khde water) up to 1350 m, and 1200 m. at the northern
border of Georgia: Maruashvili L. Ibid, pp. 199- 200; Life of Kartli. II, Tb., 1959, pp. 305, 409,
443; Beri Egnatashvili. Life of Akhali Kartli. The first text. Life of Akhali Kartli. The second text;
Dictionary of Georgian Synonyms. Tb., 1978, p. 105 (in Georg.).

# Mindorashvili D. Archaeological Excavations in Khevi. Tb., 2005, p. 19 (in Georg.).

° Maruashvili L. Ibid, pp. 200-201.
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The Dariali Fortress is located 2 km from Gueleti Fortress. The Gueleti Fortress,
together with Darial, were the ,the stronghold that protected and controlled the main
road of the Caucasus'. The Khde water (Kuctunka) should be meant when Vakhushti
writes that ,,Gueleti is joined below by Aragve (Terek — K.K.) The gorge... leads to
Gudamakari and Dzurdzuki in the Caucasus... the pathway is difficult, necessary,
leading to Dzurdzuketi and Kisteti“.?

Iv.Javakhishvili, based on the information of the Laws of King George V (Dzeg-
lisdeba), which says: ,,We reached Dariela®, ,those who returned from Dariela prayed
before ,Mtavarmotsame of Lomisi“ (the chief martyr of Lomisi)’, thought that ,Dar-
ialani“ should be considered the northern boundary of the sphere of action of the
Laws of King George V*; this means that the northern boundary line ran beyond the
main watershed ridge of the Caucasus to the northern slope, which was locked by the
Dariali Gates-Exit.

The earlier period of the ,Kings’ life“ connects fortification of the Gates on the
passes of the Caucasus to marching against the Durdzuks?, rather than to the ,Alans”
i.e. theOssetians. At the time ofthe Kartlian King Mirvan, the Durdzuks crossed the
Caucasus, and joining on the way the Durdzuks resettled by King Saurmag to the
Chartali Gorge before, ravaged Kakheti and Bazaleti’. Mirvan set out on a campaign
against Durdzuketi with a united army. ,,The Durdzuks gatheredand got in the way
to the upper fortified Gates ofthe Caucasus”. ,Mirvan ,came to the Gates”. After a
strong fight, both Chartal and Durdzuketi were subordinated to him. ,,Then he built
a stony Gates and called it Darubal®’, which is referred to as ,Da: Rubalda® in Mari-
am’s ,Kartlis Tskhovreba“®, and as ,,Darula” in the C list’. According to the old Arme-
nian translation of ,Kartlis Tskhovreba“, Mirvan ,conquered Durdzuk[et]i, Chartali
and the Stony Gates, which was there — ,Darbala“!® S. Makalatia also noted that the

! Mindorashvili D. Ibid, pp. 19-20.

2 Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid, p. 358.

* Laws of King George V the Magnificent, published by Davit Purtseladze. Tb., 1988, p. 35-36 (in
Georg.).

4 Javakhishvili Tv. History of Georgian Law. Book One, Essays in Twelve Volumes, vol. VI, Tb.,
1982, p. 99 (in Georg.).

5 ,Durdzuks” is the name of the ancestors of the Vainakh people living in the Caucasus. ,The Life
of Kartli“ also notes ,Dzurdzuki“ and ,,Urdzuki®.

¢ Leonti Mroveli. Ibid, p. 28.

7 Ibid; Life of Kartli. List of Queen Anna. p. 20; Life of Kartli (,Life of Old Kartli“), edited by I.
Antelava and N. Shoshiashvili.Tb. 1996, p. 58 (in Georg.); Life of Kartli, edited by Marie Brose,
SPB., 1849, p. 34.

8 Life of Kartli, Queen Mariam’s list, published by E.Takaishvili, Tb., 1906, p. 24 (in Georg.).

° Leonti Mroveli. Ibid, p. 28.

10°0ld Armenian translation of Kartli life. p. 39; Teimurz Bagrationi as M. Brosset considers that
»Daruband® is the same ,Darubal”: Batonishvili Teimuraz. History from the Beginning of Iveria,
i.e. Georgia, which is entirely of Georgia. SPB., 1848, p. 120; O310eB U. A. Pyccko-uHrymckuit
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Dariali Fortress resisted the inhabitants living beyond Khde, who often came down
to destroy Khevi'. It turns out that according to Life of Kartli, the ,fortification of the
Gates“ i.e. fortification of the exit firstly occurred to restrain the Durdzuk i.e.Vainakh
population, which is corroborated by the above-mentioned note of Vakhushti about
the necessary and hard to pass road in Durdzuketi and Kist. The historian notes that
the Caucasus is the watershed of Gudamakari, Khevi and ,,Dzurdzuk-Kist“2. Thus,
in the given case, the names of the fortress and Gates mentioned here should not be
connected with the Alans.

Due to ,Life of Kartli“ the linking of the Alans i.e. the Ossetians to the road and
the Gates-exit to the North Caucasus should have occurred more lately. The above
mentioned is corroborated not only by the later insertions in the text of the ,Life
of Kartli“, but also the description of Vakhushti Bagrationi, according to which, in
the DarialiGorge, below the David’s Fortress, which he associates with the name of
David Agmashenebeli, , There is Darielal” to the east edge of Aragyv, (Terek — K.K.)
G*by King Mirvan. The Gates was fortified and a stronghold built for prevention
of the Khazars and the Ossetians, from penetration [and is named the conqueror].
Below it, there had been a settlement of the Kings, which served as a base, ,, When
they march to Ossetia, they will stay there“4. The David’s Fortress, the Exit of Dariali
and the settlement of the kings, point that all of them entered within the borders of
the Kingdom of Kartli as fortifications protecting the extreme northern point. Thus,
according to Leonti Mroveli’s ,Life of Kings“, Mirvan’s military expedition was
directed against Durdzuketi, while regarding the same fact, Vakhushti Batonishvili
names the ,Ossetians” and ,, Khazars®.

According to the researchers, Dariali Fortress is built on a natural cliff on the op-
posite sideof the confluence of the rivers the Terek and Khde. Cliffs were northward
and southward, nowadays the West Tower is preserved. Battlements were cut into the
walls of the fortress; the fence was fortified with 3 watchtowers. Terek borders the
castle from three sides, and a high rock wall from the west. The walls of the fence

cinoBape. M., 1980, p. 269; But it is evident that Mirvan’s military expansion did not take place
at the Gates of Daruband. If we consider Mz. Andronikashvili’s explanation of ,Dar-u-Band",
where U is the Pahlavi cojunction as ,and“, when she translates the word as ,Gates and Fortress*:
Andronikashvili M. Names of Iranian Tribal Place in Old Georgian Historical Works. Proceedings
of the Institute of Linguistics, Oriental Languages Series, I, Tb., 1954, p. 23 (in Georg.); we may
be dealing with a similar understanding, which is confirmed by ,Mirvan built Gates with mortared
stones” and ,,built a stronghold“: Leonti Mroveill. Ibid, p. 28; Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid. p. 358.

! Makalatia S. Khevi. Tb., 1934, p. 13.

2 Vaxushti Batonishvili. Ibid, pp. 354, 358.

* Regarding this name, an explanation is written on the source arch: ,,Europeans call it the Caucasus
Gates and the second the Leketi Caucasus Road®, which refers to the ,Daruband Road“: Vakhushti.
Ibid, p. 358.

*Ibid.
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are filled with mortar and its thickness reaches one or two meters. The passage was
cut in the south wall, which used to be a tunnel earlier. The tunnel leads to the river
Terek, from which water was supplied'. According to L.Tsitlanadze, the road passed
the rocky cliff and along the left bank of the river Terek. , It passes through the nar-
row Gates between the fortress and the cliffs which, on its own, was blocked by a
wall“%. According to descriptions of archaeologists, the North Gates must have been
a narrow passage at the foothill of the north-western slope, which was fortified by
a 2-6 m wide wall of the second half of the 5" century, built on an older and larg-
er wall (thickness-6m, height-5m). ,, The discovery of such a strong wall at Dariali
Fortress elucidates how great its importance was in deterring the attacks of the No-
madic Hordes from the North“. D. Mindorashvili considers that during the reign of
Vakhtang Gorgasali, they didn’t build a new fortress, ,but the existing fortress was
fortified“®. Archaeological excavations have confirmed that the fortresswas provided
also with a system of water supply by clay pipes*. Among the Khevi toponyms we
meet ,Old Darialai“, which is called to the nearby territory of the so-called ,King
Tamar’s Fortress“. V. Itonishvili thinks that during the Russian rule, in the period
of constructing new communication, the nearby territories of the ,Tamar’s Fortress®
was attributed the name ,,01d“.

Vakhushti Bagrationi defines the above-mentioned ,Darubal” as a ,,Conqueror®,
which is connected with ,Mre“, meaning — a Conqueror®, I conquered/gained the
victory“’. ,Momrevi“ corresponds to ,Reva“/defeat which means strength, gaining
victory®. Teimuraz Bagrationi defines ,Daria“ as ,Conquered, gained victory®. It

' Makalatia S. Ibid, p. 112; Zakaraia P. Old Fortresses of Georgia. Tb., 1988, pp. 51-53 (in Georg.).

2 Tsitlanadze L. The Dariali Fortress (Archacological Research), D / N, N27-28, Tb. 1971, p. 62
(in Georg.); Zakaraia P. Aragvi and Terek Gorge. Historical-Architectural Guide, Tb., 1972, p. 56
(in Georg.).

3 Mindorasvili D. Ibid. p. 3.

*Tbid. p. 4; Tsitlanadze L. Ibid. p. 62.

3 S. Makalatia notes that ,this name is legendary and has nothing to do with the personality of Queen
Tamar of the 12" century. Dariali Fortress is not mentioned in the name of Tamar in Georgian
historical literature. , The researcher associates it with M. Lermontov who used the name of the
beautiful woman Tamar in his poem ,,Demon“. The poet connected it with the Dariali Gorge and
the fortress and is introducedin the Russian literature this way: Makalatia S. Ibid, pp. 38-39;
Zakaraia P. Dariali Fortress (Guide). Tb., 1957 (in Georg.); Zakaraia P. Aragvi and Terek Gorge.
Historical-Architectural Guide, Tb., 1972, p. 56 (in Georg.); The poet calls the castle ,Daryal“:
Jlepmontos M. 0. CobOpanue counHeHuit B ueTbipex Tomax. I, M., 1969, p. 292; JlepmonTos M.
10. Cobpanne counnennii B uetsipex Tomax. 11, M., 1969, p. 414.

¢ Itonishvili Val. Toponymy of Khevi. Tb., 1971, p. 145 (in Georg.).

7 Orbeliani Sulkhan-Saba. Georgian Dictionary. I, Tb., 1991; II, Tb., 1993, p. 518 (in Georg.);
Abuladze I1. Dictionary of the Old Georgian Language. Tb., 1973, p. 294 (in Georg.).

8 Abuladdze I1. Ibid, p. 346.

> Comp. ,Daraka“ — shield: Sulkhan-Saba.., Ibid. p. 197; Teimuraz Bagrationi. Dictionary book.
Edited by Guram Sharadze, Tb., 1979, pp. 44-45 (in Georg.). N. Chubinashvili explains the same:
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is possible that the crossings of the Caucasus were guarded by frontier-guards dis-
tinguished by special military training and a special courage to restrain easily the
enemy. They had to be also local mountaineers, who would have known precisely
each corner of the most complicated Dariali Gorge. ,Conversion of Kartli“ confirms
the afore mentioned. After the abolition of the monarchy, the Persians fortified the
crossings of the Caucasus', including those leading to Ossetia too: ,And entered the
Caucasus and took the Gates of Ovset, and one large Gates of Ovses, and two in
Dvaleti, and one in Parchuan of Durdzuketi?, and they attributed® Mtiulni as Go-
marda“’. According to Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, ,Jomardi“ (comp.Gomardi) is a for-
eign word and means brave, lively, vigorous®. This word is considered to originate
from Persian and is defined as a hero, a man, a knight in the United Dictionary of the
Old Georgian Language®.

Teimuraz Bagrationi, in describing the journey from Tbilisi to St. Petersburg, wrote
in one of his letters to Marie Brose: ,,We have passed along the narrow roads of the
so-called Bakhtir’, through the Dariela Gates and arrived to Lars“®. S. Makalatia points
to the ,,Bakhtri Tower® built on the Bakhtri rock, on the military road, which was the
cover tower of the Dariali fortress; then it was applied as a place of worship of ,St.
George of Bakhtari®. V. Itonishvili thinks that Vakhushti, when mentioning the Gates
(»and its name is Conqueror®) built by King Mirdat, he must have implied ,,Bakhtar“!°.

According to the Mokhevian vocabulary, the lower reaches of the Dariali Gorge
is called ,,Bakhtari“: ,,We called it St. George of Bakhtari. It is on the left, at the end

»Darak-Darak shield, Darak-shield bearer: Chubinashvili N. Georgian Dictionary 1812-1825.
Publication of the modern version by Tamaz Mchedlidze, Tb., 2010, p. 50 (in Georg.).

"' It is mentioned here that the Persians also ,,constructed the Gates of Khazars“, which means
the Gates of Dauruband: Monuments of Ancient Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I (5th-10th
cc.), prepared for publication by Il. Abuladze, N. Atanelishvili, N. Goguadze, L. Kajaia, Ts.
Kurtsikidze, Ts. Chankiev and Ts. Jghamaia, under the direction and editing of Ilia Abuladze, Tb.,
1963, p. 95 (in Georg.).

2 We will talk about these passages in more detail in another paper.

3 Monuments of Old Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I, pp. 94-95.

* Mz. Andronikashvili connects Gomard with the Middle Persian gumatak, which means:
strustworthy, substitute, appointed, representative, replacing: Andronikashvili M. Essays on
Iranian-Georgian Linguistic Relations. I, Tb., 1966. pp. 187, 195, 199, 207, 210, 310 (in Georg.).

3 Sulkhan-Saba.., Ibid, p. 460.

¢ United Dictionary of the Old Georgian Language. Tb., 2008, p. 452 (in Georg.).

7 Comp. Bakhtiad / Baxtyad / Baxtyar Iranian proper name, which according to Mz. Andronikashvili,
is derived from Baxtdar - ,,lucky, happy“ (comp. Baxtadata - ,given by fate, mercy of fate” - baxta
- fate” + data - ,given”) (comp. Persian-Arabic Baxtyar and Armenian: Pujuwnwp Bakhtar):
Andronikashvili M., Ibid. pp. 183, 184, 194, 198, 449; Gvakharia Al. Georgian versions of Persian
folklore. Bakhtar Name, Tb., 1968, p. 21.

$ Bagrationi Teimuraz. Dictionary book... p. 94.

 Makalatia S. Ibid. p. 113; ApmkeBanuaze 1. BoeHHo-rpy3uHCKast gopora. p. 233.

10 Ttonishvili V. Ibid, p. 146.
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of Dariali“!. According to V.Itonishvili, ,Mokheves embrace the territory of Bakhtri
from Dariali bridge to Savari water*?. In particular, Vakhushti points that ,Bakhtari®
is the territory where the settlement of Kings is located, and from this territory the
Georgian Kings sent troops in military expeditions to Ossetia®. As the researcher
notes, according to the narrators, there was a neutral zone on the Georgian-Osset-
ian border, approximately at a distance of 10 km.* According to the Mokheves, the
Georgian royal flag that was erected on the border was called ,Bairakhtari®, the short
form of which is ,Bakhtari / Bakhtri®>. Proceeding from the function of ,,St. Givargi
of Bakhtri®, V. Itonishvili considered that Bakhtari was a military checkpoint of the
Georgian border guards. ,,St. Givargi was considered the patron Deity of the army,
analogous to the Lashari shrine in Pshavi. Therefore, people allotted to this Deity
the area which was a significant strategic point for accomplishing the military oper-
ations“®.

There was a clash with the oncoming enemy from the north. At the same time,
for avoiding their attacks, the kings of Kartli had to make an assault to the northern
direction, which was always accompanied by battles/combats between the oppos-
ing warriors. In this regard, Juansher’s note onVakhtang Gorgasal’s expedition to
Ossetia, when the king ,passed through the Gates of Darialani“ and entered Ossetia
(»Valley of Ossetia®) deserves attention. Vakhushti Bagrationi also mentions that the

! Sujashvili N., Pitskhelauri I. Mokhevian Dictionary. Tb., 2005, p. 41 (in Georg.).

? The Savari water itself is considered to be a distorted form of ,border water”, where (near the
Saniba Gorge, near the present-day Chim) there was the Georgian-Ossetian border: Itonishvili V.
Ibid, p. 147.

3 Ibid, p. 146.

*Ibid, p. 145.

> Comp. ,Bairakhtari” (Bairaghdar) - ,Mebairaghe, Medroshe, a flag, banner bearer”. However, the
word may also be related to ,,Baktari / Bektari“ - armor, chain shirt and other items in combats*:
Georgian versions of Shah Name i.e. the Book of Kings III, published by Davit Kobidze. Tb.,
1974, pp. 624-625 (in Georg.).

¢ In the shrines of the gorge and in the Mokhevian blessing, St. George of Bakhtri is also mentioned
as the ,patron saint of travelers“. Bogomolov’s article states that ,the Dariali or Darialan gorge,
which starts from Jvari pass or Kobi and goes to Vladikavkaz, is called“ Arvi-komad“ (the
Heavenly gorge) by the Ossetians, and in Persian means“ Gates of Heroes“: KaBka3z, 1850, Ne
11, p. 11. If we consider that in ,Alan“ V. Abaev means ,Kochaghi“/ ,brave man®, ,hero®: AGaes
B. 1. HcTOpUKO-3TUMOIOTHYECKUN CIOBaph OCETHHCKOTo si3bika. I, M-JI., 1958, p. 45, then
there may be some link with this name. Ibn Rusta mentions that the king of the Alans is referred
to as ,Bagair“: CMOMIIK. 1903, B. 32, p. 51. According to Mz. Andronikashvili, Khevsurian
»Baghatera and Batira® are derived from the modern Ossetian Baegatyr (brave, hero, Goliath):
Andronikashvili Mz. Ibid, p. 135. It is also possible that the huge granite boulders brought by
Devdarak in the Dariali gorge in ancient times gave the impression of being called the ,Gates of
Heroes“ or the Gates of Giants“ in the same way as ,,Curved by heroes“ and , A trace of Hero’s
knee“. The mentioned can be supported by the toponymic names - ,Didzov* and ,Didghorghi®,
preserved in the Dariali Gorge: Itonishvilii V. Ibid, p. 146.
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king ,passed Dariela“!, the old Armenian translation of ,Life of Kartli“ corroborates
the same: ,He went ahead and passed through the Gates of Dariala®, and entered
the valley of Ossetia®. But before entering Ossetia, the king had to fight against
the attacking Ossetians and also Khazars, who came to their aid to the cliffy and
rocky Gorge of Tereki. e.Dariali — ,,and they separated from each other, and defended
the roads to the cliffs“. For seven days ,the giants were struggling with each other
over the river“®. Vakhtang killed the giants — ,,the Khazar” Tarkhan and the Ossetian
Bakhatar, who are described as Goliaths and heroes®. The Dariali Gates was captured
by the king himself and from there the fighting was shifted to the Ossetian territory.
The king released his sister, and sent her back to Kartli ,through Dariali Gorge®S.
In connection with this fact, according to one of the insertions of , Life of Kartli*’,
Vakhtang Gorgasali ,subordinated the Ovses and built high tower, and set Mtiuls/
Mokhevians as guards®. None of the noble relatives of Ossetians and Kipchaks could
pass through the Gates without an order of the Georgian King®. The fact, that Kip-
chaks of the Turkish origin were mentioned in the insertion, proves the lateness of
the text which could not happen in the time of Vakhtang Gorgasali. ,Karni Ovsetian®
indicates that entering of the Ossetians into the Kingdom of Kartli, as well as getting
back to Ossetia occurred through the Dariali Gorge. Nowhere is indicated that the
Dariali Gorge and the Gates (,,Aragvi Gates®), in this case called as ,Dariani“, were
located on the territory of Ossetia. This information suggests that before Vakhtang
Gorgasali fortified the (already existing) Gates to Ossetia, it was already called the
»Aragvi“ and ,Dariali“ Gates.

In the ,Torture of Abo Tfileli“, byloaneSabanisdze, it is mentioned that Ners-
esEristavi, who was going to Khazaret, ,passed through the Gates of Ossetia, which
is called Darialan“!®. The text published by Sabinin says: ,,which is called Dariel“!'.

! Vakhushti. Ibid, p. 102.

2 Comp. In the lists — Daralia: Old Armenian translation of Life of Kartli, published by Ilia Abuladze.
Tb., 1953, p. 147.

3 Ibid.

# Juansher. Life of Vakhtang Gorgasal.,. p. 151.

5 1bid, p. 152-153.

¢ In this case, Juansher and the old Armenian translation of ,, The Life of Kartli“ name ,Darial /
Dariala®“: Ibid, p. 157; Old Armenian translation of Life of Kartli... p. 151.

7 From the lists of ,Life of Kartli“ by Teimuraz and those kept at the Kutaisi Historical Museum.

$In ,Nearby Mteulni” S. Makalatia meant the Mokhevesia: Makalatia S. Ibid, p. 38.

? Juansher, Ibid, p. 156.

1"Kekelidze K. Early Feudal Georgian Literature. Tb., 1935, p. 64 (in Georg.); Chrestomathy of Old
Georgian Literature. I, compiled by Sol. Kubaneishvili, Tb., 1946, p. 61 (in Georg.); Monuments
of Old Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I, Tb. 1963, p. 58 (in Georg.).

" Paradise of Georgia. Full description of the saints of Georgia and their deeds. Compiled
chronologically and published by Gobron (Mikhail) Sabinin, candidate for the St. Petersburg
Theological Academy. Pb., 1882, p. 339 (in Georg.).
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Scholars believe that the ,torture of Abo Tbileli“ is presented by lists dated back to
the 9th-10thcenturies'. The forms ,Darial®, ,Darilan®, ,Darian“ arepreserved in the
lists, which, as compared to Daryalan, K. Kekelidze referred to as options with me-
chanical errors®. The text of ,Conversion of Kartli“, the list of which is dated to the
same period (Shatberd’s collection —10" cent.), does not mention ,Darial / Darialan®
regarding the ,Gates of Ovsetians®, which was fortified by the Persians?.

Logically, ,,he built the Gates of Ossetia“; ,,Passed through the Gates of Ossetia“,
mean that the crossings of the Caucasus that led to Ossetia were fortified and the
passage to Ossetia was made, as an extreme checkpoint at the northern border of the
Kartlian Kingdom?®.

The introduction of the Kipchaks through this way really took place during the
reign of David the Builder, when the king, before leading the Kipchaks to Georgia,
»opened the fortressesofDariala and all the Gates of Ossetia and the Caucasus Moun-
tain and paved the way of peace for the Kipchaks"®. Vakhushti Bagrationi mentions
also that the king occupied the ,Gates of Dariel“®. For this purpose, David the Builder
had to build and fortify strategic fortresses not only in the Dariali gorge, but also in
all the Gatesways to the Ossetia and the North Caucasus’.

Interpreting Dariali ,as Dari + Alan“ (Persian: Dari Allan / Alan Gates) i.e. the
»Ossetian Gates® should have occurred relatively lately®. V. Goiladze connects en-

! Monuments of Old Georgian Hagiographic Literature. I, p. 6.

2 Kekelidze K. Early Feudal Georgian Literature. pp. 12, 13, 86.

3 Monuments of Old......p. 94.

* There are many facts in , The Life of Kartli“, which confirm that Darial / Darialani in different
periods of time was in the hands of the kings of Georgia (Kartli). For example, according to the
chronicler, the Khan of Golden Horde, asked David the son of Lasha for the ,way to Dariela”,
even the [lkhanate feared that the king would not give ,the way to Daryalan®: Vakhushti... p, 220;
Life of Kartli. I, Tb., 1959, p. 245; During the battle against Temur-Leng, George VII ,brought
through Darieli great number of Ovses and the Caucasians“: Vakhushti... p. 269.

5 Historian of David the Builder. Life of King David. Life of Kartli, I, text established according to
all major manuscripts by S. Kaukhchishvili, Tb., 1955, p. 336 (in Georg.).

¢ Vakhushti... p. 159.

7N. Berdzenishvili expresses a different opinion regarding this fact: ,David’s activity to take control
of the Gates of Dariali - was not an act of defense against the invasion of nomads coming from the
north, but a targeted measure to gain the influence over thepeoples of the Caucasus Mountains and the
Transcaucasus®: Berdzenishvili N. Roads in Rustaveli Epoch Georgia. Tb., 1966, p. 56 (in Georg.).
S. Makalatia does not rule out that part of the Kivchaks, introduced through the Dariali gorge, were
settledin Khevi by the king, possibly to protect the northern frontier: Makalatia S... p. 40.

8 M. Andronikashvili considers the ,Gates of Ossetia“, mentioned in the , Torture of Abo Tfileli“,
as the gloss of ,Darialani“: Andronikashvili M. Names of Iranian Tribal Place in Old Georgian
Historical Works. Proceedings of the Institute of Linguistics, Oriental Languages Series, I, Tb,
1954, pp. 20-21 (in Georg.); Andronikashvili M. Essays on Iranian-Georgian Linguistic Relations.
I, Tb., 1966, p. 49 (in Georg.); Andronikashvili M. Names of Iranian Tribal Place in Old Georgian
Historical Works, pp. 20-21; Andronikashvili M. Essays on Iranian-Georgian Linguistic
Relations. I, p. 49.
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tering ,Darial“ as a name of the ,Alan Gates® with the Sassanid period, due to the
appearance of the Alans and their advancing in the Sarmatian world'. He considers
the ethnic name ,,Alan” to be the name of general meaning, similar to ,Scythian“ and
»Sarmatian“?. J. Gvasalia considers that interpretation of ,Alanta Kari“ as the Alans’
Gates should have occurred in the later period. According to him the ancient name
of the Caucasian Gates is the ,,Aragvi Gates“®. Mz. Andronikashvili noted that such
names of Persian origin as ,Darialani, Darubandi, Adarbadagani“ etc. due to their
form, suggest that they were introduced in the epoch of Sassanid“‘. The researcher
cites from the Georgian sources the forms of Darial/Darialan They are: ,Dar-ialan,
Daralan, Dariala, Dariealo, Dariel, Darialam®. She believed that the origin of these
forms is ,Dari Alan and Dariel from the Georgian folk. The other forms of Darialani
must be the result of transcriber negligence™.

The Arabic ,Bab-al-Lan®, which is interpreted as the ,Fortress of the Alans® cor-
responds to the Persian ,Dar-i-Alan“. According to Ibn Rust, after a 10-day journey
from the Alan kingdom, passing the river valley, they could reach a fortress on the
top of a mountain, surrounded by mountains, below which the road led. The walls of
the fortress were guarded by 1000 native men day and night®. According to Masood,
»Alan Fortress” is located between the Alan Kingdom and the Caucasus ridge, over a
huge river with a bridge. Masood emphasizes that the troops there were responsible
for defending the road coming from the Caucasus from the Alans. The Fortress dom-
inated this road. The castle was built on a rock and there was no way to take it. It was
also impossible to travel on the road without the permission of the present guards’.

! Goiladze V. Ossetian ancestors 7" c¢. BC - 15™ ¢c. A.D. Tb., 2018, p. 78 (in Georg.); In Georgian
historiography, some scholars accept that ,Alan Gates® (exit) is referred to in the inscription of
»Zoroastrian Kaaba“ Shapur. However, as rightly remarked by T. Kaukhchishvili, ,,One Place of
Inscription (‘I’'nnTR”) turned out to be controversial among scholars: some interpreted it as the
»AlanGates“, others as ,Aran“ i. e. ,the Albanian Gates” - i. e. In one case Darial, in the other
Derbent”: Qaukhchishvili T... p. 260. For more on this issue, see: Tsereteli G. Shapur inscription
‘I’'nn TR’. Thilisi State University, Anniversary collection dedicated to the 80" anniversary
of G. Akhvlediani’s birth, Tb., 1969, pp. 327-329 (in Georg.); Jlykonun B. I JlpeBHuii u
panHecpenHesekoBblil Mpan. M., 1987, p. 220; ®paii P. Hacnenue Upana. M., 2002, p. 291. V.
Goiladze considers it the ,,Albanian Gates".

2 Goiladze V. Ibid, p. 61.

* Gvasalia J. Aragvi Gates (Darialani). Searches from the History of Georgia and the Caucasus, Tb.,
1976, p. 144 (in Georg.); Gvasalia J. For the history of the Georgian military road. Matsne, 1972,
Ne2, p. 30 (in Georg.).

* Andronikashvili M. Names of Iranian Tribal Place in Old Georgian Historical Works. Proceedings
of the Institute of Linguistics, Oriental Languages Series, I, Tb., 1954, p. 41 (in Georg.).

5 Tbid, p. 20-21.

¢ CMOMIIK. 1903, B. 32, p. 51.

"Yaqut’s information about Georgia and the Caucasus. Part I, Arabic text with Georgian translation
and introduction was published by Eter Sikharulidze, Tb., 1964, pp. 21, 81.
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Yakut refers to Bab al-Lan as one of the ,wonders of the world“'. The data of the Ar-
abic source are completely in line with the references of the above-mentioned writers
of antiquity, who refer to Darialan as the ,Gates of the Caucasus®. The Arab conquer-
ors paid considerable attention to this exit. ,The Darieli Gates” was conquered by
The Deaf Murvan, Bugha Turk brought in the Ossetians through ,Darialani® settling
them in Dmanisi*.

Movses Khorenatsi does not mention the Alan fortress, when he tells a story of
the Prince Zareh’s captivity; the Georgians put him in a ,Fortress on the Caucasus
Mountains“. Leonti Mroveli calls this fortress ,,the fortress of Darialani“, Vakhushti
Bagrationi — ,Dariela“, and ,the old Armenian translation of ,the life of Kartli“ Da-
lara*. But at one place, when Moses Khorenatsi, is speaking about St.Nino, he notes
that ,she preached [the gospel] from Klarjeti to the Alan and the Caspian Gates“®. He
indicates that both the fortress and the Gates are in the hands of the kings of Kartli.
According to the Armenian geographer, ,AlanatsDur® — ,, The Gates of Alans“ (exit)
is indicated on the territory of Tsanars®.

The ,Gates of Dariela“ and ,Dariela” are mentioned in both texts of the old
Georgian translations of ,Life of the Orbelians” by St. Orbeliani (the Armenian text
nnipurwphwiwy ,Durn Darialai®)’. The historian obtains a very important infor-
mation that the Alan Gates earlier was called ,Dariali“, and in his time it was already
called the ,Jasani Gorge“. According to the historian, the Khazars, Alans, Ossetians,
Kipchaks® and the troopsof Berka’s descendants from the northern Ulus used to pen-
etrate by this way®. If we rely on the statement of Stefano Orbeliani, ,Dariali“ was an
older name for , The Alans Gates“, which is also supported by the data of the Geor-
gian sources, and the various forms of ,Daril / Dariel / Darial“ cannot be assumed
only as distorted forms of ,Darialan®.

Guldenstedt, who also considers Khevito be a Georgian community, refers to Dar-
iali as Dariella, noting that opposite the old Dariali Fortress there are the Galenitev-

"CMOMIIK. 1908, B. 38, p. 53.

2 Juansher..., Ibid, p. 234; Life of Kartli. I, p. 256-257.

3 Movses Khorenatsi. History of Armenia. Translated from Old Armenian, Introduction and Notes
by Alexander Abdaladze, Tb., 1984, p. 140

* Leonti Mroveli... p. 49; Vakhushti... p. 65; Old Armenian translation of the Life of Kartli. p. 53.

> Movses Khorenatsi... p. 172; Comp. Movses Khorenatsi refers to the pass as ,Daranal in the
Euphrates Valley, presumably as a passage: Movses Khorenatsi... p. 211.

¢ Apmsiackast reorpadus VII Beka (mpumnuceiBaBiiasics Moucero Xoperckomy). Teker u repe-Boj ¢
NPHCOBOKYTIIIEHHEM KapT U 00bscHUTeNbHbIX Mpumedannit usnan K. I1. ITatka—Hos. CIIb., 1877,
p- 37.

70ld Georgian translations of Stefanoz Orbeliani ,Life of the Orbelians”. Georgian-Armenian texts
were prepared for publication, introduction andindexes were attached to by E. Tsagareishvili, Tb.,
1978, p. 27, 116.

$ Victopust MOHTOIIOB 110 apMSIHCKHM HCTOYHKKAM. I, iepeBos u obsicienus K. [Tarkanosa, CIIB.,
1873, p. 62.
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einlets!. He also calls Dariel the ,Gates of Aragvi“?. Paul Tsitsianov himself refers to
Dariel as the ,,Gates of the Caucasus®.

It has been shown that Vakhushti Batonishvili, the old Armenian translation of the
wLife of Kartli“, and other Georgian sources mainly mention Darial / Dariela (Road
and Gates). In addition to ,Darial / Darialani®, in the lists of ,, The Life of Kartli“ Dar-
iali is referred to as ,Darula / Darala / Dariaclo®; ,Da: Rghala / Darghalas / Darghala-
si / Darghalisa / Darghalisasa®; ,,Darganisi / Darganisa“; ,Darlanisa / Daralanissa“;
,Darianisasa”. According to the research of R.Kiknadze, Farsadan Gorgijanisdze
applied two different lists of ,, The Life of Kartli“, where Dariali is mentioned in the
form of ,Daralam“. Georgians and Mongols had to protect ,the Gates of Daralam
and the roadsofDvaleti and Ossetia“ from the Ossetianspontaneous intrusions*. Here,
yDaralami® (Darial / Darialani) is not referred to as the Gates of Ovses®.

The above-mentioned forms of ,Dariali“ cannot be discussed as distorted forms
of ,Dari + Alan“ (Alan Gates), which was established mainly in the Eastern sources.
The river forming the mentioned gorge was called ,Dariealo” or ,,Aragvi®, before
the Alans appeared in the Caucasus which is recorded in ,The Life of Kartli“. The
»Aragvi Gates“ and the ,Dariali Gates® points to the Gates leading into the Gorge,
from where one could pass out and enter. According to Dictionary of Caucasian Lan-
guages, the Tushetian equivalent of the word , Enter” is Dolar’. The Chechen equiv-
alent of ,Exit” is Dalar, and of ,,Lead out” is Daladar®. In the modern Ingush, ,exit"
corresponds to Chahkdalar, Yehvalar, dlavahar. And in the modern Chechen ,exit” is
Chekhkdalar, transition — Dala, passage — Dalar, attack — , Tielakhtare dalar®’, pas-
sage ,in both languages — is Dehyadala. As we can see, the ,,Dalar® segment figures
in Vainakh languages to denominate the words ,passage” / ,exit”, and related to them
words. It cannot be ruled out that ,Dalar / Dalara / Darala / Darula“, mentioned in
the old Armenian translation of ,, The Life of Kartli“, and in some of the lists, should
benot a distorted form of Darialan, but a concrete name of the exit, survived in the lan-
guages of the Vainakh people (comp. ,Durdzuks®) which semantically corresponds
to the name of the narrow and rocky Gates-exit of Dariali i.e. TerekGorge,having the
strategic importance.

Due to the function of the strategically important exit (Gates), the information

" Gamrekeli V. Map of Georgia of 1772. Tb., 1964, pp. 32, 88 (in Georg.).

2 Guldenstedt’s trip to Georgia. G. Gelashvili Edition, I, Tb., 1962, II, Tb., 1969. p. 189.

3 AxTsl, cobpannble KaBkasckoil apxeorpaduueckoii komuccueil. T. 2, KaBkas u 3akaBkasbe 3a
BpeMs ynpasieHus reHepaya ot uHdanrtepuu, kua3s [TaBna Jmurpuesuya [{unmanosa, 1802-
1806, ox pen. An. bepxe, T, 1868, p. 224.

* Chronograph. Centennial Chronicle, Revaz Kiknadze edition, Tb., 1987, p. 230 (in Georg.).

5 Xanunos M. II1., KimumoB A. T. CrioBapb KaBKa3CKHX 53b1KOB. COMOCTaBICHHE OCHOBHOM JIEKCH-
kn., M., 2003, p. 128.

¢ Ibid, p. 167.

7 Tsotsanidze G. Dictionary of Tushetian dialect. Tb., 2012, p. 85 (in Georg.).
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provided by the Georgian languages and some of its dialects, semantically isvery-
interesting. ,Dariel”, in the Tush dialect, means observation ,secrete surveillance®,
,Udariella-“ or ,ambushed”'. In the Kartlian dialect, ,Daril“ means stalking, surveil-
lance, guarding, ,tracking from the cover*? In the Kakhetian dialect, ,Dadarialeba®
means guarding, ,being on the watch®, ambushing?, also, in the Kizik dialect, ,,Dari-
cloba“ means guarding (comp. Idariele / Udariele)’. In this regard, observation of
the researcher M. Chukhua is highly important, who restores the root ,Dar® — on the
common Georgian level: The Svan Dar- / DR-, Kh-e-dr-al bz., Kh-e-dr-al (os-dar-
al) bk., Kh-e-dar-al Int. ,watches; watches over*’. He considers in the Zan Doris the
equivalent, ,E-Dor-ia“ the right time®, The Chan He-m-in-dor-as ,at this time®. The
researcher adds that due to the meaning the Svan Dar is closer to the GeorgianDaril,
Dadarileba, and the Zanuri roots show a close connection with the Georgian Dar- /
time“®.

Thus, Daril / Dariel and its derivation / Darialoba ,existing in the Georgian dia-
lects, are derived from the common Kartvelian root — ,Dar*.

Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani has preserved one interesting word — ,,dadarneba“’ (dard-
arnebuli), which is explained as ,Busunsjdoma®, and ,Busun*® itself is defined as
»The enemy watches you where you do not expect” or ,extends the fight*. The
word ,Darani” is also interesting. In the mountain and lowland dialects of Georgia, it
means a secret hole, a castle basement, a castle for captives, a hiding place in times
of fear, or something dug up. Its corresponding word in the Gurian dialect is ,Darna /
Darne®, a pit or elonGatesd excavated land'’. Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani defines it as ,an
entrance into a rock i.e. under the ground® or ,the earth and the rock dug invisibly“!'.
Daran (Daran) also means ,hiding place” in Armenian (comp.Sadarno), Daranakal —
ambush'2. Among the forms of ,,Dariali“, mentioned in the lists of ,, The Life of Kartli“

! Ibid.

2 Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti, Tb., 1984, pp. 184-185
(in Georg.).

3 Ibid, p. 170.

* Menteshashvili St. Dictionary Kizik dialect. Tb., 1943, p. 53 (in Georg.).

% Chukhua M. Comparative Dictionary of Kartvelian Language-Idioms. Tb., 2003, p. 91 (in Georg.).

¢ Ibid.

7 Comp. ,Darineba“: Sulkhan-Saba... p. 199. Comp. In Old Armenian — Uwnwlk] h nupudb,
nupuwbwunin hk], hpupwih puwlk) — dadareba/ to enter the ambush, to enter the ambush,
to live in the ambush - to lie down — Abuladze I. Old Georgian, Old Armenian Dictionary. Tb.,
2014, p. 217.

8 Comp. In the Imereti dialect - ,Busun-iChumiKhma/low voice, Chami-Chumi*“/tiny voice/not a
sound: Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti. Tb., 1984, p. 95.

? Sulkhan-Saba... pp. 123, 186.

10 Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti, Tb., 1984, pp. 183-185.

' Sulkhan-Saba... p. 97.

12 Melikset-Beg L. Armenian-Georgian Dictionary. Edited by Merab Robakidze, Tb., 1996, p. 86;
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we find interesting ,Darghala® (comp. ,Darganisa / Darganisasa“), which according
to Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani’s interpretation means — ,abuilt Daran®'.

The explanatory dictionary of the old Georgian language, defines ,Dadarneba“ as
»hiding®, ,gazing®, ,living in a shelter” — ,,Daidarna/Hid in the Gorge“; ,,Hid from
them*; ,Look at the back side of the city“. ,Dadar (a) nebuli® or ,Gazing“ and ,,am-
bushing” (,dardarnebi/Gazing wererisenquickly from their place“?; It corresponds
to ,Edarna®, which is defined bySulkhan-Saba Orbelianias ,seating at Sadarno“ or
,been inDarana“. According to the researcher, ,Sadarno” is the sameas sabusno®.
»Sadarano / Sadarne / Sadarno“ are defined in the Explanatory Dictionary of the Old
Georgian Language as ,Samziri“-gazing and ,,Samstro / Samstoro / Samsturo / Sam-
stovro“ and is derived from ,Darani as a Sazveravi (,come to lookout/Sadaran®/ ,go
to observation point/Samzira® / ,came to Samstoroof the desert“)’. It is associated
with ,stunva/stuanva® — surveillance / stalking®.

According to Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, ,the gaze is the burial of the heartbeat,
which is Daril“, and ,Daril is the wrath of the seeker for someone’s suffering®’. In
this case, Daril, which is associated with malicious intent, is also associated with
ambush®. According to N. Chubinashvili, ,Darili“ (vudarileb) is a gaze or search of
time®. ,Darili, Dadarileba®“ (vudarileb) also according to D.Chubunashvili, means: I
am pushing, I will select time, I am looking for time“!°,

The afore mentioned is also confirmed by the vocabulary of the Georgian dialects.
In the Kartlian dialect, ,Udarila / Udarilebi / Udarileben® means: ,found a moment,

Abuladze 1. Old Georgian, Old Armenian Dictionary. p. 217.

! Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, Dictionary Georgian, I, Tb., 1993, p. 199.

2 Abuladze I. Dictionary Old Georgian Language. Tb., 2014, p. 217.

3 Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani. Dictionary Georgian. I, p. 230.

* Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani. Dictionary Georgian. II, p. 25.

5 Abuladze I. Dictionary Old Georgian Language. pp. 354, 364.

¢ In the dialects of the Georgian language we have interesting material about ,Mzir". One of its
meaning is observer, overseer and spy in the Mokhevian and Tush dialects and due to other
meaning in the Tushetian dialect it means army, and in Khevsurian it means ,,people who went for
blood revenge or loot”: Glossary of Georgian Dialect-idiolectal words, compiled by Al. Glonti. p.
361. Abuladze 1. Dictionary Old Georgian Language... p. 103.

7 Comp. ,Darili / Dadarileba / Mzera/gaze“: Sulkhan-Saba... I, pp. 186, 199; ,Mziri“ — an agent
or a spy, ,Imzira — Mziroba qo“ ,Samzirali“ - the place of watching”, ,Umzirda / Umzerda - was
looking for to kill“): Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani... I, pp. 177, 473. Comp. Darili in the Khevsurian
dialect - ,,Betrayal, treachery“: Shanidze A. Georgian Dialects in the Mountains. Essays in Twelve
Volumes, vol. I, Tb., p. 311.

8 Comp. ,Rial” - ,evil saying“/ ,evil intention“: Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani... II, p. 10, comp. In Chechen
—Dardala/Dardan- anger, rage: Pareulidze R. Chechen-Georgian Dictionary. Tb., 2003, p. 68.

° ChubinashviliN. Georgian Dictionary 1812-1825, modern version, published by TamazMchedlidze.
Tb., 2010, p. 142.

10 Georgian-Russian Dictionary redesigned by David Chubinov, I'py3uno-Pyccuii ciosaps. CIIb.,
1887, p. 403.
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found time“, ,;seeks time to catch its evil®, is being watched, guarded, find time'. This
word is impressively considered by G. Shatberashvili, who notes that ,Darili“ was
not just mere surveillance, ambush, watching, ,Darili“ is rage covered stealthily in
the heart, indignation, pursuit of the right time for fulfillment of intent"?.

Thus, based on the material discussed above, it can be assumed that ,,Darial / Dari-
el appears as the name of the North Strategic Gates-Exit, which, proceeding from
the function of the Gates, also semantically, includes the meaning of ambushing,
reconnaissance and surveillance. Such understanding does not prevent its naming,
also due to the tribal names, which is reflected even in ancient and Oriental sources.

! Glossary of Georgian Dialect... 1984, p. 184.

? Teimuraz Batonishvili made the first attempt to explain the geographical name ,Dariali” with this
word, which is not shared, although it is considered careful: Shatberashvili G. Sample of splendid
Georgian. Essays in 4 volumes, 4, Tb., 1975, p. 438. In the book edited by S. Qubaneishvili,
»Teimuraz Bagrationi’s letters to Acad. M. Brosset“ did not include some of the explanations
which Teimuraz Bagrationi sent to Brosset, but are preserved in the archives of the St. Petersburg
Institute of Oriental Studies, such as ,Dariala, the definition of Dariala’s Gates for cognition®:
Literary Georgia. 1964, N45. This letter is indicated by E91 (E156) in the description of the
Georgian manuscripts of the mentioned archive. According to the description, the issue concerns
the short history of the place, the analysis of the name based on the data of Georgian sources. The
paper must have been written in late 1838 in St. Petersburg: Op6emm P. P. I'py3nnckne pyxomnucn
uHctuTyTa BoctokoBenenust AH CCCP. M-J1., 1956, pp. 42-43. Unfortunately, we do not have
access to this document, which would have enriched and added more information to the etymology
of ,Darial-Daryalan®.
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