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Annotation

Regional Security of South Eurasia (Caucasus, Central Asia, South Asia): Challenges of
Illegal Migration.

The Master's research entitled - "Regional security of South Eurasia (Caucasus, Central
Asia, South Asia): challenges of illegal migration" serves to present, describe, and analyze the
historical and contemporary processes in Central Eurasia, the problematic issues of illegal
migration provoked by them, about the dynamics of regional security.

Today, Central Eurasia is one of the most difficult regions in the world and regional
security system. It is characterized by political, cultural, ethnic, and social diversity, where the
web of relationships is linked to historical memory and painful emotional legacies/experiences.
The region is located at the crossroads of the most important geopolitical nodes, which play a
special role in the functioning format of the world economic, intercontinental, and international
transit corridor. Similar two-sided situation The security of the Eurasian region still faces
difficult challenges.

One of the main research directions in assessing the potential of future threats from
illegal migration is the study/assessment of the role of international and regional actors,
transnational criminal networks, and terrorist and extremist organizations. These networks
often use the so-called "porous borders", weak law enforcement systems, and corruption and
pose a significant threat to the security of Eurasia and contribute to the development of illegal
migration.

In the study, we will talk about the processes taking place in the Caucasus, Central Asia,
and South Asia, which became the provocateur of illegal migration in the region. We will touch
on the dangers and risks caused by the current chaotic migration; We review both the general
and the specific features characteristic of the region, its early and modern features; We
determine what social and political threats illegal migration contains from the perspective of
regional security; We will get to know/evaluate the experience gained by other countries and
make some predictions based on them.

Finally, we will formulate a security hypothesis related to the migration reality created
in the region, present arguments, and evidence, make conclusions, and generate certain

recommendations.

Avtandil Khurtsidze
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v 30mbgs/3sbybo I - What is now considered a territory of the Republic of Serbia, but
also the Balkan region as a whole has been affected by the migration for many centuries.
This region was, due to its geopolitical and strategic importance between Asia and
Europe, always a meeting spot for larger cultures i.e., the Ottoman Empire, Austrian-
Hungarian Empire, and if we go even further into the past Byzantium Empire, etc.
Belgrade, a capital city of Serbia, give or take a hundred kilometers through the period
of time has been a border between the Ottoman and Austrian-Hungarian empires, and
due to frequent skirmishes, but also wars between the two countries, this region was
frequently affected by migration flows. Additionally, Serbia had several larger
emigration waves, WW2 people who opposed communism fled the country, then
during the 1960s and 1970s a lot of people left Serbia (and Yugoslavia in general) for
Germany and other Western European countries, then during the 90s due to the conflict
in the region, and lastly in the early 2000s due to poor conditions and global sanctions.
Now to put things more into the current perspective and in the context of irregular
migration — the outbreak of the war in Syria and the creation of the so-called Balkan
Route put Serbia, and other Balkan countries in the spotlight of irregular migration.
Through Turkey, Greece, N. Macedonia, Albania, and Bulgaria, people on the move
have been reaching Serbia. Serbia was not their destination country, just a transit one,
but an important one since it was the last step before they could get their countries of
destination — most often Austria and Germany. However, between Serbia and Austria,
the Hungarian, Romanian, and Croatian border controls were often very harsh,

sometimes even impossible to pass by without the assistance of the smugglers, which
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created such an environment where smuggling (even though occasionally overlapping,
but considerably different than human trafficking) kept creating various patterns of
irregular migration through Serbia. As challenges became more visible — such as the
fence between Serbia and Hungary, border police violence was on the rise, and people
on the move kept trying to reach Western European countries via various routes.

30mbgs/3svybo II - I haven’t been actively involved in the topic of irregular migration
for well over a year at the moment, however, to my knowledge — irregular migration in
Serbia has been decreasing significantly for the last year and a half. There are still people
on the move who are transiting through Serbia, but due to increased border violence,
and border controls, the numbers have started decreasing. Additionally, Serbia, even
though welcoming for the people on the move in the beginning, gradually became less
welcoming, as the time spent in Serbia on average started increasing, and as the border
controls in the EU became more severe and harsh towards the people on the move. This
created an environment where a lot of criminal organizations placed their business on
the border between Serbia and the EU countries (HU, CRO, RO) and started profiting
off of the smuggling of humans. Oftentimes, the smuggling of humans involves the
smuggling of narcotics and weapons. As for regional security, it’s never a good thing to
have such a strong presence of very influential criminal organizations who run very
profitable businesses, since it can affect the security in various ways. Serbia and
Hungary, but also other neighboring countries have frequently discussed and negotiated
regarding the unofficial settlements in the bordering areas, and last year, after several
incidents that involved hours-long shooting and required intervention from Serbian
security forces, these unofficial settlements were dismantled, members of criminal
organizations were arrested, and the people were placed in official state-run institutions
for accommodation of people on the move. Gradually, the numbers started decreasing,
as it became more difficult to reach EU countries via Serbia. State-run accommodation
centers (Transit and asylum centers) are still available for people on the move in Serbia
and are free of charge, but the lack of options when it comes to how to continue towards
the EU countries has impacted the number of people on the move willing to use this

route as a way towards their country of destination.
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v’ 30mbgs/3sbbo IIT - When the war in Syria broke out, a lot of refugees reached Turkey.
Turkey, due to its law regulations allowed them to stay, but not many people were
actually able to seek asylum and be officially recognized and protected as refugees.
Turkey hosted a vast number of refugees, but still, a number of them wanted to move
to countries where they would be more welcome. During 2015 and 2016, Serbia was on
a route towards the Western European countries (namely Austria and Hungary), but
Hungary and Croatia through various ways were welcoming people and allowing them
to transit through their countries to reach the other countries. After the initial
hospitality, Serbia and the EU have been working together in suppressing the irregular
migration in the border areas. After the agreement between Turkey and the EU, the
Balkan Route was officially closed, however, in practice, it remained actively used for
irregular migration for several years. As of the latest, FRONTEX was present last year
in the border areas of Serbia, patrolling, and Serbia had bilateral agreements with certain
countries when it comes to cooperation within the police departments since German,
Hungarian, and Italian police officers were seen jointly patrolling with Serbian police
officers in Serbia in the border areas. As for the expulsion of the people from Hungary
to Serbia who previously irregularly entered the country from Serbia, Serbian and
Hungarian police officers also cooperated — as in, Hungarian police officers would expel
the people and hand them over to the Serbian authorities. However, that was not always
the case, since the fence between the two countries had gates that were not considered
an official border crossing, and according to the witnessing accounts of the expelled
people, they said these unofficial ways were used and people were expelled to Serbian
territories, without the presence of the Serbian authorities. Cross-border meetings
between the countries were frequent at the height of the so-called Balkan Route.

v 30mbgs/3sbbo IV - Afghan refugees have been present in Serbia for almost a decade
now. They usually were more sticking together and were separated from the migrants
and refugees from the Arabic-speaking countries. Even in the sense of criminal
organizations, Afghan smugglers and smugglers from Syria or Morocco often battled for
the territory, which resulted in numerous shooting incidents in the border areas, even
resulting in death tolls. Among Afghan refugees, there were a lot of unaccompanied and

separated children (minors without any parental, or any other supervision), which
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would place them at extremely high risks of various forms of exploitation — physical,
sexual, forced to become smugglers, etc. There have been some very successful stories
of Afghan refugees being integrated into Serbian society since some of these minors,
who decided to seek asylum in Serbia, very successfully integrated into the country —
started their businesses, went to University, graduated from schools, etc. However, these
numbers aren’t very high, since in practice, the majority of Afghans, but also other
refugees from the Middle-east region actually only saw Serbia as a transit country and
thus have not even applied for asylum in Serbia and went completely unnoticed, or just
relatively noticed through their presence in the asylum and reception centers. The
reasons they mostly noted as why they do not consider Serbia a country where they can
stay long-term varied, but it was mostly due to them already having family members in
some other countries, better living conditions, larger Afghan communities, very rarely

stating that they felt unwelcome or threatened in Serbia.
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