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Abstract

In today’s reality, human trafficking is one of the most important global
problems that can be found in every country and region of the world. During
trafficking, human resources are used by traffickers to achieve their own profit and
purpose. Hiring, transportation, sexual exploitation, transfer, sheltering human with
violence, fraud or deception for their own purposes are meant with the term
“trafficking”. People of all genders, ages and backgrounds can become victims of
trafficking.

The number of victims of trafficking is increasing every year. There are about
25 million cases of trafficking in the world. A small proportion of officially
registered trafficking cases have been identified. Men, women and children,
regardless of age and origin, can be trafficked to any region of the world. Traffickers
use violence, fraudulent employment schemes, and false promises about education
and jobs to deceive victims. Organized trafficking networks or groups of people,
which are behind the profitable crime, benefit from vulnerable, desperate or better-
looking people.

All countries of the world are involved in the fight against human
trafficking. Trafficking is defined in the UN Trafficking Protocol, which is set out in
the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. The issue of human
trafficking is also very problematic in Georgia, which is due to the important
geopolitical location of the country and the difficult economic situation. Therefore,
Georgia is considered a country of origin and transit for victims of trafficking. The
increase in human trafficking cases among Georgian citizens is facilitated by the
economic situation of the country, the low level of awareness about the risks of
education and trafficking. In addition, a large part of the population of Georgia -

more than a million people have gone abroad in search of work. Most of them work



and live illegally in a foreign country. Due to the above, there is a high risk that
such people will be involved in the list of victims of trafficking.

The master's thesis discusses the concept and importance of human
trafficking, as well as describes the process and reasons why human trafficking is
such an important and acute problem not only in Georgia, but also internationally.
The paper describes the beginnings of the historical origins of human trafficking, the
first attempts to criminalize it and steps to combat it. The characteristics of
trafficking are given. In conclusion, due to the diversity of countries, the they have
different characteristics of trafficking; however, the main causes of trafficking are
largely similar around the world. The paper focuses on vulnerable groups such as
women, children, minorities, LGBTQ + people, etc.

This paper describes the statistical situation in terms of human trafficking in
Georgia and in the world. The largest number of cases out of the three main
activities of human trafficking are forced labor, followed by sexual exploitation. It
should be noted that the largest increase is observed in cases of sexual exploitation
both in Georgia and in other countries of the world. It is noteworthy that due to the
specifics of the crime, there is often no official application, therefore, not all cases of
trafficking can be recorded, which means that there are more cases of human
trafficking than given in the official data. The paper describes the risks of trafficking
as a result of COVID 19, along with border closures and asylum applications in
many countries.

The paper also describes the legislative acts and conventions adopted in
Georgia and worldwide. Also, the judicial reality is discussed, conclusions and
recommendations based on best practices are presented. In particular, in
understanding the root causes of human trafficking, countries need to address key
challenges and issues such as protecting human rights, raising education and

awareness, improving economic opportunities, enacting and enforcing trafficking



laws, providing high quality health care for victims, and other services, cooperating
with foreign countries, establishing the international court of trafficking, supporting

non-governmental organizations and so on.
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