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In the work “Figurative initials in Georgian manuscripts of the 10th-13th centuries
and issues of preventive conservation” the system of initials of decorated Georgian
manuscripts of the 10th-13th centuries preserved in the funds of Korneli Kekelidze
Georgian National Center of Manuscripts is discussed, the stages of development of
this element of the medieval manuscripts decorative system are identified. It is im-
portant that the research deals not only with the issues of the history of the medieval
Georgian manuscripts as one of the branches of the Byzantine book art, but also focu-
ses on the national foundations of the decorative system of the Georgian manuscripts.
The novelty of the work is its interdisciplinary character, since it discusses not only
art history issues related to the Georgian handwritten book, but special attention is
paid to the most important problem for the protection of the handwritten heritage of
the Middle Ages — preventive conservation.

The work is accompanied by rich illustrative material.
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SUMMARY

The work is dedicated to the artistic principles of decorating the centuries-old
Georgian alphabet (X-XIII cc.). In the artistic decor of Georgian manuscripts of the
Middle Ages, initials went through a complex and interesting path of evolution —
from a simple initial, it was formed into a vegetal, zoomorphic and anthropomorphic
figurative initial having a complex structural structure, from a stingy color gamut to
figurative forms executed in a multi-layered pictorial manner. In the performance of
the decorative form, the leading, dominant role of the line has always been the main
thing, in which the traditional approach of the Georgian craftsman can be seen, when
the clarity, dynamics and rhythm of the contour line marking the form is preserved.
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SUMMARY

The conservation works carried out on manuscripts in order to ensure future pro-
tection, provides a solid foundation for the research of the Georgian decorated ma-
nuscripts of the Middle Ages, the determination of its national or general cultural
significance. The conservation has long gone beyond the framework of possessing
only practical skills and requires specialists to have modern methods of conservation,
diagnosis and forecasting technology.

The activity designed to preserve the original authentic form of written antiquities
is a very careful and time-consuming activity, since it requires not only the posses-
sion of general conservation methods and techniques, but also the consideration of
exhaustive information about each restoration unit. That is why the initial stage of the
conservation-restoration process is the previous restoration research. Their conserva-
tion is subject not only to conservators, but also to codicologists, textologists and art
historians, to dialogue and joint consideration of the issue. Preventive conservation
of cultural heritage is the most important issue in conservation today. Prevention, ha-
zard and spoilage reduction is more effective than any form of remedial intervention.
Judiciously implemented preventive conservation measures can stabilize and protect
a manuscript.
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