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II moduli: afxazeTi: „afxazTa samefodan“ 
okupirebul teritoriamde

Salva gloveli 
korneli kekeliZis saxelobis  

saqarTvelos xelnawerTa erovnuli centri

„afxazTa samefos“ istoria

VIII-IX ss. mijnaze saqarTvelos teritoriaze mimdinareobs axali 
samefo-samTavroebis Camoyalibebis procesi. maTgan erT-erTi umniS-

vnelovanesi iyo „afxazTa samefo“. es saxelmwifo wyaroebSi „afxaz-

Ta“, an kidev „egrisis“ samefod ixsenieba, radganac samefo dinastiis 
damaarsebeli – leon II iyo afxazeTis erisTavi, TviT saxelmwifos 
teritoria ki istoriuli egrisis miwa-wyals moicavda. aqedan gamom-

dinare, am samefos zogierTi mkvlevari „egris-afxazeTis samefos“ 
uwodebs, zogic – „afxazTa“ an „lixsiqeTis“ samefos saxelwodebiT 
moixseniebs mas. mniSvnelovania, rom am samefos saxelwodeba gulisx-

mobda dasavleT saqarTvelos.
sainteresoa am samefos Camoyalibebis ganmapirobebeli faqtorebi. 

jer kidev VI saukuneSi  egrisis teritoriaze mimdinareobda 
sparseTsa (irani) da bizantias Soris xangrZlivi omebi. imdroindeli 
ori udidesi imperiis omebis poligonad qceuli egrisis samefo, 
bunebrivia, dasustda. mogvianebiT, amas daemata arabTa Tavdasxmebi, 
ramac sagrZnoblad imoqmeda egrisis mdgomareobaze. „arabobis“ xa-

naSi egriss gamoeyo afxazeTi da is uSualod  bizantiis imperias 
daeqvemdebara. amieridan afxazeTis erisTavebi imperatoris vasalebi 
xdebian. VII-VIII saukuneebSi, egrisis dasustebis paralelurad, Tan-

daTan Zlierdeba afxazeTis saerisTavo/samTavro (sakuTriv afxazeTi 
(berZnuli wyaroebis abazgia) aerTianebs abazgebs, afSilebs, sanigebs, 
misimielebs... gansaxilvel periodSi swored tomTa am erTobliobas 
uwodeben qarTuli wyaroebi afxazebs, Sesabamisad – abazgiis mTavars 
uwodeben – afxazTa mTavars/afxazTa erisTavs).  
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VI saukunis pirvel naxevarSi qarTlSi iranis mier mefis xelisu-

flebis gauqmebis Semdeg, TandaTan mainc gaZlierdnen adgilobrivi 
aznaurebi. maT moaxerxes da VI saukuneSive saxelmwifos saTaveSi 
daayenes – erismTavari (erisTavTa Tavi). es termini VI-IX saukunee-

bis qarTul saistorio mwerlobaSi qarTlis feodaluri saxelmwifos 
meTauris aRmniSvneli terminia. aq ismis kiTxva, vin iyo tradiciulad 
qarTlis samefoSi erisTavTa Tavi? es iyo – mefe. maSasadame, qarTl-

Si iraneli marzpanis mmarTvelobis paralelurad irCeven erisTavTa 
Tavs – igive mefes, romelsac erismTavari uwodes. maSasadame, SeiZleba 
iTqvas, rom erismTavris institutis SeqmniT da pirveli erismTavris 
arCeviT, qarTlis samefoSi faqtobrivad mefe airCies. miuxedavad imi-

sa, rom saqarTveloSi sparseT-bizantiis interesebi erTmaneTs up-

irispirdeboda, mTavar sakiTxSi – yofiliyo Tu ara am teritoriaze 
qarTuli saxelmwifo mefis xelisuflebiT saTaveSi – maTi interesebi 
Tanxvedrili iyo, arc erTs ar surda qarTveli mefe da damoukide-

beli qarTuli saxelmwifo. am yvelafris gaTvaliswinebiT marTlac 
Zalian didi mniSvnelobis faqtia qarTlis erismTavris arCeva, rac 
saxelmwifoebriobisaTvis qarTvelebis brZolis did Zalisxmevaze 
miuTiTebs. Tumca, aRsaniSnavia, rom qarTlis erismTavris xelisu-

fleba mainc gansxvavdeboda adrindeli qarTlis mefis SeuzRudavi 
xelisuflebisagan. afxazTa samefos Camoyalibebac, swored, afxaze-

Tis erisTavisa da qarTlis erismTavrebis qarTuli saxelmwifoebri-

obisaTvis erToblivi brZolis warmatebuli magaliTia. 
VIII saukunis II naxevarSi, rodesac arabebma TbilisSi amira dasves 

da qarTlis erismTavarTa xelisufleba sagrZnoblad Seaviwroves, 
periferiebSi, sadac naklebad iyo arabTa gavlena, iqmneba axali qar-

Tuli samefo-samTavroebi. maT Sorisaa afxazTa samefoc; savaraudod, 
dasavleT saqarTveloSi gadasul erismTavrebTan (arCili da miri) Se-

TanxmebiT, jer gaerTianda egris-afxazeTi. erismTavarma  arCilma  Ta-

visi gardacvlili Zmis miris  asuli guranduxti  colad SerTo afx-

azeTis erisTavs  - leon I-s. faqtobrivad leoni qarTlis erismTavris 
vasali gaxda da amgvari dinastiuri qorwinebiT miiRo egrisi. arCil-

ma mas gadasca bizantiis imperatorisagan mirisTvis gamogzavnili 
gvirgvini, rac faqtobrivad egris-afxazeTis gaerTianebas niSnavda. 
am etapze egris-afxazeTis gaerTianebas ar ewinaaRmdegeba bizantiis 
imperia, piriqiT, rogorc Cans, is mxars uWers am process, radganac, 
jer erTi, gaZlierebuli afxazTa samTavro arabTa winaaRmdeg mniS-

vnelovani Zalaa, garda amisa, egris-afxazeTis gaerTianebas bizantia 
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sakuTari gavlenis sferos gafarToebad aRiqvamda. amis miuxedavad, 
mogvianebiT leon I-is ZmisSvilma – leon II-m isargebla bizantiis im-

periis dasustebiT, xazarTa daxmarebiT ganudga imperias, gaaerTiana 
mTeli dasavleT saqarTvelo lixis qedamde da miiRo „afxazTa me-

fis“ tituli (leon II iwoda „afxazTa mefed“, radganac dinastia iyo 
swored afxazeTidan gamosuli). marTalia, ar aris cnobili konkret-

ulad romeli dinastiis warmomadgenlebi iyvnen afxazTa mefeebi, ma-

gram calsaxad SeiZleba iTqvas, rom maTi saxelmwifoebrivi politika 
mTlianad qarTulia.

afxazTa samefos dedaqalaqi gaxda quTaisi, Zveli qarTuli saxel-

mwifoebriobisa da kulturis umniSvnelovanesi centri. afxazTa same-

fos saxelmwifo ena iyo qarTuli. afxazTa mefeebi ibrZvian dasavleT 
saqarTvelos eklesiis bizantiis imperiisagan damoukideblobisaTvis 
da aqac berZnul enas etapobrivad anacvlebs qarTuli. dasavleT 
saqarTveloze politikuri gavlenis dakargvis Semdeg bizantiis im-

peria dasayrdens dasavleT saqarTvelos berZnul saepiskoposoebSi 
xedavda. amitomac, afxazTa mefeebi aqtiurad auqmeben bizantiur 
kaTedrebs da maT nacvlad qarTuli saepiskoposoebi iqmneba. am axal 
saepiskoposoebSi wirva-locva ukve qarTul enaze sruldeboda.  IX 
saukuneSi  dasavleT saqarTvelos eklesia sabolood mcxeTis taxts 
daeqvemdebara. 

 qarTulma feodalurma kulturam maRali ganviTarebis dones mi-

aRwia afxazTa samefoSi. amis damadasturebelia qarTuli xuroTmoZ-

Rvrebis imdroindeli unikaluri Zeglebi. qarTuli kulturis kere-

bad iqca axali qarTuli saepiskoposo kaTedrebi; afxazTa samefoSi 
moRvaweobdnen ioane minCxi da stefane sananois Ze Wyondideli, aq 
Seiqmna qarTuli hagiografiisa da himnografiis unikaluri Zeglebi; 
afxazTa mefeebis karze daiwera „afxazTa mefeebis divani“. mravladaa 
SemorCenilia imdroindeli epigrafikuli qarTuli warwerebi. dasav-

leT saqarTvelos eklesiam mniSvnelovani gavlena moipova regionSi. 
X saukuneSi afxazTa mefe  giorgi II aqtiurad monawileobda Crdi-

loeT kavkasiaSi qristianobis gavrcelebis procesSi. 
umniSvnelovanesia afxazTa samefos saxelmwifoebrivi, religi-

ur-kulturuli politika; misi saxelmwifo sistema, afxazTa mefeebis 
sagareo da saSinao politika. miuxedavad bizantiis araerTi mcdelo-

bisa moexdina samefos SigniT areuloba, taxtis pretendentTa urT-

ierTdapirispireba, im dros arsebuli sxva qarTuli samefo-samTav-

roebis afxazTa samefosTan dapirispireba, afxazTa samefo mainc ar 
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Tmobda poziciebs; aq moRvawe imdroindelma politikurma dasma er-

Tiani qarTuli saxelmwifos CamoyalibebaSic aqtiuri roli Seasrula. 
IX saukunis dasawyisidan afxazTa samefo aqtiuri monawilea qarTul 
samefo-samTavroebSi mimdinare im brZolis romlis mizanic qarTuli 
qveynebis erT erovnul saxelmwifod gaerTianeba iyo. saTave daedo 
erTiani qarTuli feodaluri saxelmwifos Seqmnas da misi pirveli 
mefe afxazTa samefos kanonieri memkvidre bagrat bagrationi gaxda. 
gaerTianebuli saqarTvelos mefeTa titulaturaSi pirvel adgilze 
„afxazTa mefis“ titulia, radganac erTiani saqarTvelos pirvelma 
mefem – bagrat bagrationma yvelaze adre swored „afxazTa mefis“ 
tituli miiRo. 

afxazTa samefos periodSi gafarTovda terminebis „afxazisa“ da 
„afxazeTis“ mniSvneloba. axla ukve termini „afxazi“ dasavlel qa-

rTvels, „afxazeTi“ ki dasavleT saqarTvelos aRniSnavda. afxazTa 
samefo iyo dasavlur-qarTuli saxelmwifo. qarTuli samefo-samTav-

roebis gaerTianebis Semdeg, mefeTa titulaturaSi „afxazTa mefis“ 
titulis pirvelobis gamo erTiani saqarTvelos mefeebs xSirad kvlav 
„afxazTa mefeebs“, xolo erTian saqarTvelos – „afxazTa samefos“  
uwodebdnen. 

Shalva Gloveli
Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts

HISTORY OF THE “KINGDOM OF ABKHAZIA”

On the edge of the 8th-9th centuries the process of formation of new king-
doms-principalities is underway in the territory of Georgia. One of the most important 
was the “Kingdom of Abkhazia”. This state in the historical sources is referred to as 
“Abkhaz” or “Egrisi” kingdom, because the founder of the royal dynasty – Leon II, 
was an “Eristavi” (duke)1 of Abkhazia, and the territory of the state itself included 
the land of historical Egrisi. Therefore, some researchers call this kingdom the “King-
dom of Egris-Abkhazia”, ​​while others refer to it as the kingdom of “Abkhazia” or 
“Likhsiketi”2. It is important that the name of this kingdom meant Western Georgia.

1	 Georgian “erisTavi” (eristavi) literally means “the head of people”.
2	 “Likhsiketi” means – located beyond mountain range of Likhi.
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The factors determining the formation of this kingdom are noteworthy. Back in 
the 6th century, long wars between Persia (Iran) and Byzantium were taking place 
on the territory of Egrisi. The kingdom of Egrisi, which became the battleground of 
the two biggest empires of the time, naturally enfeebled. Arab attacks of the later 
times had a tragic effect on the situation in Egrisi. During the Arab invasions Ab-
khazia was separated from Egrisi and it was directly subordinated to the Byzantine 
Empire. From that time on Abkhaz nobles become vassals of the Byzantine emperor. 
In the 7th-8th centuries, alongside with weakening of the Egrisi, the principality of 
Abkhazia gradually strengthened. Abkhazia itself – known as Abazgia in the Greek 
sources – includes the tribes of Abazgs, Apshils, Sanigs, Misimians... In the period in 
question, it is this combination of tribes that Georgian sources call the Abkhazians, 
respectively – they call the chief of Abazgia the duke of the Abkhazians.

In the first half of the 6th century, after Iran abolished the king’s authority in 
Kartli, the local nobility gradually became stronger. In the same 6th century they 
succeeded to put the “Erismtavari”1 (duke of dukes) at the head of the principality. 
In the Georgian historical writings of the 6th-9th centuries the term “Chief of People” 
(erismTavari) refers to the head of the feudal state of Kartli. Here the question 
arises, who was traditionally the head of the nobility in the Kartli kingdom? It was 
the king. Therefore, in Kartli, in parallel with the rule of the Iranian Marzapan, the 
Head of the “Eristavis” is elected – the same king, who was called the “Erism-
tavari”. Therefore, it can be said that with the establishment of the “Erismtavari” 
institution and the election of the first “Erismtavari”, a king was actually elected in 
the Kingdom of Kartli.

Although in general the interests of Persia and Byzantium contradicted each other 
in Georgia, in the main issue – whether there should be a Georgian state in this 
territory with the authority of the king at the head – their interests coincided. None 
of them wanted a Georgian king and an independent Georgian state. Considering 
all this, the election of the “Erismtavari” of Kartli is a very important fact, which 
indicates the great efforts of Georgians in their struggle for statehood. However, it 
should be noted that the authority of the “Erismtavari” still differed from the un-
limited authority of the earlier king of Kartli. The establishment of the Abkhazian 
kingdom is a successful example of the joint struggle of the Abkhazian and Kartli 
“Eristavs” for Georgian statehood.

1	 Georgian „erismTavari“ (erismtavari) literally means “the chief of people”, among two ranks 
„erisTavi“ (head of people) and „erismTavari“ (chief of people) the later is higher, as it 
means “the chief of the heads of people”, “duke of dukes”. From this point in the translation will be 
used English transcriptions of the Georgian terms.
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In the 2nd half of the 8th century, when the Arabs established an Emir in 
Tbilisi and significantly narrowed the power of the nobles of Kartli, new Georgian 
principalities were created in the peripheries, where the influence of the Arabs was 
less. Among them was the Kingdom of Abkhazia; Egrisi-Abkhazia was probably 
united by agreement with the “Eristavis” (Archil and Mir) who moved to Western 
Georgia. “Eristavi” Archil married his deceased brother Mir’s daughter Gurandukht 
to Leon I, the “Eristavi” of Abkhazia. In fact, Leon became a vassal of the “Erism-
tavari” of Kartli and received Egrisi through such a dynastic marriage. Archil gave 
him the crown sent to Mir from the Byzantine emperor, which actually meant the 
unification of Egrisi and Abkhazia.

At this stage, the Byzantine Empire did not oppose to the unification of Egrisi 
and Abkhazia. On the contrary, it seems the Empire supported this process due to the 
following reasons: firstly, the strengthened Abkhaz principality was an important force 
against the Arabs, and secondly, Byzantium perceived Egrisi-Abkhazia unification as 
an expansion of its sphere of influence. Despite this, later Leon I’s nephew, Leon 
II, took advantage of the weakening of the Byzantine Empire, with the help of the 
Khazars, he surrendered to the empire, united all of Western Georgia up to the Likh 
ridge and received the title of “King of Abkhazia” (Leon II was called “King of 
Abkhazia” because the dynasty was from Abkhazia). It is true that it is not known 
exactly which dynasty the Abkhazian kings were, but it can be said unequivocally 
that their state policy is entirely Georgian.

Kutaisi, the most important center of ancient Georgian statehood and culture, be-
came the capital of the Abkhaz Kingdom. The state language of the Abkhaz Kingdom 
was Georgian. The Abkhazian kings struggled for the independence of the Church 
of Western Georgia from the Byzantine Empire, and here too the Greek language 
was gradually replaced by Georgian. After losing its political influence on Western 
Georgia, the Byzantine Empire found its foothold in the Greek bishoprics of West-
ern Georgia. That’s why the Abkhazian kings were actively canceling the Byzantine 
cathedrals and Georgian episcopal ones were created instead. In these new episcopal 
churches, services were already performed in the Georgian language. In the 9th century 
the Church of Western Georgia was finally subordinated to the seat of Mtskheta.

Georgian feudal culture reached a high level of development in the Kingdom of 
Abkhazia. This is confirmed by the unique monuments of Georgian architecture of 
that time. New Georgian episcopal cathedrals became centers of Georgian culture; 
Ioane Minchkhi and Stephane Sananoisdze-Tchkondideli worked in the Kingdom of 
Abkhazia, exceptional monuments of Georgian hagiography and hymnography were 
created here; “Divan of the Abkhazian kings” (The Chronicles of Abkhazian Kings) 
was written on the court of the Abkhazian kings. There are many epigraphic Georgian 
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inscriptions of that time. The Church of Western Georgia gained significant influence 
in the region. In the 10th century King George II of Abkhazia actively participated 
in the process of spreading Christianity in the North Caucasus.

The state, religious-cultural policy of the Abkhaz Kingdom, its state system, 
foreign and domestic policy of the Abkhazian kings is of vital importance. In spite 
of many attempts of Byzantium to make a disturbance within the kingdom, confron-
tation between claimants of the throne, confrontation of other Georgian kingdoms 
and principalities with the Abkhazian kingdom, the Abkhazian kingdom still did not 
give up its positions. The political group working here at that time also played an 
active role in the formation of a unified Georgian state. Since the beginning of the 
9th century, the Kingdom of Abkhazia has been an active participant in the ongoing 
struggle between Georgian kingdom-principalities, the goal of which was to unify 
Georgian countries into one national state. The foundation was laid for the creation 
of a unified Georgian feudal state, and its first king was Bagrat Bagrationi, the legal 
heir of the Abkhazian kingdom. In the titulary of the kings of the united Georgia, 
the title of “King of Abkhazia” is on the first place, because Bagrat Bagration, the 
first king of united Georgia, received the title of “King of Abkhazia” first.

During the period of the Abkhazian kingdom, the meaning of the terms “Ab-
khaz” and “Abkhazia” expanded. Now the term “Abkhaz” meant Western Georgian, 
and “Abkhazia” meant the whole Western Georgia. Abkhazian kingdom was a West-
ern-Georgian state. After the unification of the Georgian principalities, due to the 
primacy of the title of “King of Abkhazia” in the titulary of kings, the kings of 
united Georgia were often called “Kings of Abkhazia”, ​​and united Georgia – “King-
dom of Abkhazia”.
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