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Summary

Every event depicted in the Old Testament is represented as a kind of a preface and events
in the New Testament and the most important theme out of most of them is the idea of the
birth of the savior of the universe who will be born by a virgin. This prophecy is shown in
numerous episodes of the Old Testament. Tent of the Congregation (X “Vin *Ghel mo‘éd,
also known as a Tent of Meeting), the main sacredness of which was the Arc of the
Covenant, represented the most important shrine of the Jews. The old Greek word to denote
this holiness was the word “skene” and out of phrase derives its second meaning term in old
greek language “skinia” which stands for Tabernacle. This term In Old Hebrew is “mishkan”
meaning “residence” or “dwelling place”. The Tent of Testament according to Bible, was the
mobile temple of the Jews. In the present thesis, the main topic of our research is the most
important relic of the tent - The Arc of the Covenant, which was the place where the
following national holy objects were placed: 1)The two stone Tablets of the Ten
Commandments handed to Moses by God at Mount Sinai; 2)Pot of Holy Manna; 3) The
Menorah, which is a seven-lamp (six branches) ancient Hebrew lampstand; 4) Aaron’s Rod.
The present thesis gives the description and origin of each of the above mentioned object.

“The Ark of Covenant” as well as other Old Testament symbols received a new meaning in
Christian world. As it’s usually the case with symbols, one specific symbol may acquire
absolutely different emphasis and be seen with a completely new meaning. In our case “The
Ark of the Covenant” became strongly connected to Virgin Mary with its constituent
elements and hence was formed the related iconography. The thesis presents some theories
why this holy object became the symbol of Virgin Mary. “The Arc of the Covenant” and The
tent was depicted on the Middle ages temples and miniatures. Our present historic
monuments related to the above mentioned symbols will be discussed, namely: 1. Betania
temple of the Nativity of Virgin Mary; 2. Zarzma temple of Transfiguration; 3. Likhni temple

of Dormition of Virgin Mary. These monuments belong to XI-XIV centuries and have very



interesting iconographic scheme. Alongside the description of the iconography of the
mentioned Georgian historical monuments, the parallels will be presented with the
monuments located abroad. Besides, the present thesis will be a modest attempt to determine
why the interest towards these symbols was brought up in christian reality; what religious

and theologian literature strengthens this theory and how it is connected with Virgin Mary.
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Lamp Found at Khirbat Sam-
maka, near Carmel.

From a Rock-Cut Tomb Near
Jaffa,

omiary

From the Entrunce to a Tomb
at Wadl al-Nabal.

From the Bottom of a Glass Vase
Now in the Musco Borglano
at Rome.

From a Lintel in the Ruins of the An-
clent Synagogue of Nebrateln.

Lamp Found Among the Ruins
of Cartbhage by P. Delattre.

¥ IYYY)

From a Gilt Glass Vase Found In

the Jewish Catacombes at Rome.
The Golden Candlestick on the Arch of
Titus, as It Appeared in 1750,
(Afer Baland, * De Spelia 'I'mrll Hitom Jyw aaal
In Arce Tithass™ )
(L

From a Graffito Found in the
Jewish Catacombs at Venosa,

Hexagonal Arrangement of the
From the Great Mosque at Gaza, Dis. Golden Candlestick  (Hypo-
covered by Clermont-Ganneau, thetical).
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