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Abstract

The present study refers to labor conditions of drivers who work at Tbilisi and Tbilisi-Rustavi routes.
The research aimed to study minibus drivers’ working conditions and also examine the type of
relationship that exists between drivers and owner company of minibuses and minibus routes in Thilisi
and Rustavi.

First part of the report dedicated to literature review including definitions of informal (shdow)
economy, informal employement, and labor relation. When Ibour relation is observed? Problems
emerged by contemporary, new forms of employment in various counties.

The research revealed that there is a signed leasing agreement between minibus drivers and “LTD
Tbilisi Minibusses”, according to an agreement drivers lease company cars, also they are given
permission to rotate on bus lines and pay fees for it daily. Drivers are obliged to use minibuses only for
rotating to minibus routes, also, repair and provide required operational checking if needed. In addition,

the code of conduct, the monthly work schedule and etc. is stipulated by a contract.

The survey revealed the major problems drivers faced with:

= Excessive working hours, drivers work 15-16 hours a day on average;

= Drivers are responsible for technical inspection and fixing of minibuses;

= Planned imposed high rate daily tax and low income for drivers; Inconsistency between the work
volume and compensation;

= Fatigue caused by excessive working hours and labor conditions, that cause health problems;

= Attention reduction caused by fatigue during driving and passenger transportation.

Research has shown that in leasing agreement between drivers and company revealed some labor

relation elements. For instance, drivers obey the company regulations; they are required to abide the

rules and procedures defined by a company. Some drivers are members of Trade union and they

attempt to defend their interests organizationally while dealing with company and so on.

The research has revealed more advantage of labor relations than leasing relations. Employment
contracts would solve excessive working hours and fatigue problem and that would have positive

impact on drivers’ labor safety and overall, it would significantly improve their working environment.
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